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Hudsonian Godwit (HUGO)
Limosa haemastica

Worldwide (IUCN): Least Concern
In Canada (COSEWIC): Threatened
Population trend: Substantial declines

Stopover sites are very important!

Where most of the coast was once

available to migrating birds, the loss

of critical wetland and coastal habitat,
is one of the biggest
threats to survival. The
pollution and other
degradation of remaining
sites means that it is very
hard for migrating
shorebirds to find enough
food to put on up to 3%
of their body weight in fat
for every day they stop.

AMAZON RBRASNIN:

Cowﬂ‘ry-’ Brazil
Conservation Status: a varie*y of prmtemted
areas 1L01La/ing approxima*e/y LT2% of the basin®.

Shorebirds love all kinds of wetlands... the
largest river in the world provides tons of
opportunities to rest and refuel with new
interesting foods, not only in the bountiful
Amazon estuary, but also on freshwater
wetlands such as mud flats and marshes
found throughout the watershed.
Shorebirds, local biodiversity and
Indigenous Peoples are threatened here by
resource extraction, which is often illegal.

LEGEND:
Locations Bico passes I Breeding
through on her migration Wintering

Migration developed specifically for site based shorebird
Northbound | conservation. There are currently 114 sites across
Southbound  \the Americas.

Nests are clustered in dry areas
within wetland habitats
Nest is a depression on the
ground, lined with leaves
1 clutch typically has 4 eggs

Hummocks, birch shrubs and other
vegetation help hide the nest

Precocious (able to walk, and feed
themselves) chicks leave the nest within
as little as 1 hour of hatching!
Where did Bico's ’paremts g0?
Both fmren*s leave the chicks and the breeding grounds within a few

week's of the hafching, Scientists don't know exac‘Hy when or why.

DESIRADE ISLAND:
Cownlry' &uadz/ou/pe
COV}S@H/J‘/L/OH S‘/LMTLMS NO?”%L!*EMS%QFW %//D 07( ‘Mle
/S/ﬂﬂd IS a nml/orm/ (Zf/?
Extreme weather is a very big threat to
migrating shorebirds!

Southern migration for HUGO happens
during hurricane season, so the Caribbean
islands, and protected areas within them are
extremely important sheltering sites.

b
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Did you know:
Some birds have been known to skirt
all the way around extreme
weather systems...

... some flying almost
all the way to Africa
on the trade winds to do so!

BAHIA LOMAS:

Counfry-’ Chile
. Conservation Status: WHSRN sife

" | There are many kinds of
Protected Areas that aim to:

e Protect and restore critical habitats, and
e Respect inherent rights of Indigenous Peoples,
Among other conservation goals.

Bahfa Lomas is a Western Hemisphere Shorebird

Reserve Network (WHSRN) site.

These sites are a special kind of protected area

NOTE: the routes, stops and timing used in this infographic and story represent an approximation of the routes
traveled by Hudsonian Godwits. Each bird's path is unique - see next page for an example of real tracking datal!



MIGRATION MARATHON:

REAL TRACKING DATA ON THE SOUTHERN MIGRATION OF TWO HUDSONIAN GODWITS

1D 11328368:
About the bird: >

Sex: Female

About the Migration:
Duration: July-February
Maximum speed: 43km/hr >

Notable:

- She spent 25 months in South
America before returning north.
- The longest distance without
stopping: ~4000km taking 4 days

About the Bird:
Sex: Male

About the Migration:
Duration: July-November
Maximum speed: 65 km/hr

Notable:

- The longest distance without
stopping: >6000km, taking 5 days

- Signal was lost as he moved south
from Samborombon Bay

(@ WHSRN site)

ID & TRACKING BIRDS AROUND THE WORLD:
Radiotransmitters:

These pearl sized radio tags are glued directly to the back of the bird, they are
as light as 0.25 grams. They fall off at molt.

Satellite tags:

Useable on slightly larger birds, these tags send and receive satellite signals as
the bird migrates. They are attached with a backpack that

eventually falls off.

Leg bands:

Colorful bands, tags with information or geocoders are attached to the
bird's leg in a specific pattern so that when scientists see that bird in future,
they can know about the

bird, whether it has been

studied before and where

it has been recorded.

fLegend:

Bird ID 11328096
-= Bird ID 11328368
A Tagging site
Stopover site protection status:
<> Fully Protected
<> Partially Protected
<> Unprotected

(Note: these are different for each bird,
see yellow and green beside the area
name because they flew different paths)




Sexually Dimorphic

colouring: Non-breeding plumage:

For both is pale, grey brown with

a white belly and white supercilia
Males: Rufous (rusty red) breast,

) i (eyebrow)
dark barring and variable pale
spotting
igh contrast
Females: Paler overall, more ngh wing-pit
mottled brown colouring on
back and belly
White bar on
Where does the colour come from?: the ngS
Genetics determine the colour paHern, however, the )
execution of that IpaHern relies on havin_q certain compounds White band
in their sgs*em_ South America has a high diversi*y of LOﬂg biCO\OUred beak across the
shorebird {oads, rich in carofencids and melanins so that Wlth a Sllght Up‘tU m, Upper tal‘
when the HUGO are ready to molt, these campaunds are it is orange-pink at the base,
available and ready to add colour fo the feathers. black at the tip,
stilt-like
black legs

What can you do to help Bico and other shorebirds?

o Celebrate World Migratory Bird day! Go outside and count how many
birds you can see, or look up local nature conservation groups as they often host events.

¢ Visit a WHSRN site or other conserved area to learn more about these amazing birds. Remember to share what you learn!
¢ |f you see shorebirds resting or feeding, keep your distance and make sure any pets are leashed.

e Participate in a garbage clean-up near you. This will help keep beaches and waters clean and reduce bird mortality
relating to plastic pollution.

(RFFFRFNFFQ-

Though a fictitious story, the life history information is based on the Hudsonian Godwit account in Birds of the World:,
Walker, B. M., N. R. Senner, C. S. Elphick, and J. Klima (2020). Hudsonian Godwit (Limosa haemastica), version 1.0. In Birds of
the World (A. F. Poole, Editor). Cornell Lab of Ornithology, Ithaca, NY, USA. https://doi.org/10.2173/bow.hudgod.01

and conversations with people who know the species well.

Tracking data contributed by Jeannie Rausch, Canadian Wildlife Service, Environment and Climate Change Canada and
analyzed by the Shorebird Science and Conservation Collective, Smithsonian Migratory Bird Center.
Full Citation: Smith, F.M., B.D., Watts and J.Raush. 2021. Tracking hudsonian godwit in Canada. The center for
Conservation Biology, College of William and Mary and the Virginia Commonwealth University, Williamsburg, VA USA.

Protected Areas data received from: UNEP-WCMC and IUCN (2022), Protected Planet: The world Database on Protected
Areas (WDPA) [On-line], [March 2022], Cambridge, UK: UNEP-WCMC and IUCN. Available at: www.protectedplanet.net.

COSEWIC Status report from 2019 on HUGO in the Canadian context and the migration map used in the infographic :
COSEWIC. 2019.
COSEWIC assessment and status report on the Hudsonian Godwit Limosa haemastica in Canada. Committee on
the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada. Ottawa. xi + 50 pp. (https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-
change/services/species-risk-public-registry.html).

*Government of Brazil Forestry Services report (2020) - https://snif.florestal.gov.br/pt-br/conservacao-das-florestass/225-
tabelas-e-graficos?tipo=tableau&modal=1




Questions for the reader

-—

. What were the threats to Bico’s survival that she overcame during her travels?

N

. List three types of food she likes?

3. What are three things that frightened her?

4. What was her brother Limo really good at?

5. How can migrating shorebirds survive storms on their migration route?

6. Why is an oil spill in the ocean so dangerous to shorebirds?

7. How much time did Bico spend in South America?

8. What type of bird is Bluet?

9. How do the male Godwits change on their migrations north to their breeding grounds.

10. What are some of the animals that Bico encountered in the Amazon basin?
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