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\(&\QS’ Take action! Write to vour councilor or MLA and tell them

why you love these natural spaces so much!
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Environment and Climate Change Canada (ECCC) establishes Migratory
Birds Sanctuaries (MBS) under the authority of the Migratory Birds
Conuention Act, the federal Legislation that protects all birds in
Canada. MBS provide a safe refuge for migratory birds in terrestrial
and marine environments. The Canadian Wildlife Service is the agency
responsible for MBY, although the sanctuaries can be located on
Federal, provincial or private land, and they are often stewarded by
local community and conservation groups.
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Were Lucky to have & MBS in Nova Scotia, including & in "Kespukwitk or

“South West Nova Scotia”:
Port Joli MBY, Port [ Hebert MBY, Haley Lake MBS
and Sable River MB)
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CANYOU IDENTIFY
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NHY ARE THET
PROTECTED?

The southern coastal Lowlands of Nova Scatia are important for many
species but especially for the Canada Goose and American Black Duck
Altogether, the Port Joli, Port L Hebert, and Sable River MBS support
k000 - 5000+ Canada geese each vear; over 0% of the birds of this
species that spend the winter in the Atlantic Provinces! American black
ducks are also present in Large numbers during the fall and winter
moniths, when they are attracted to the rich eelgrass beds, sometimes

exceeding 1000 birds!
Port Joli MBS

During fall migration, many American Green-winged leal feed in the
shallows of Port Joli Harbour by day; moving into nearby Louis Lake ot
night along with smaller numbers of Northern Pintail. In the late fall,
several species of diving ducks (ducks that dive below the surface of the
water to feed) including Common Goldeneve, Bufflehead, Scaups,
Scaters and Mergansers, arrive in the sanctuary and small numbers of
them remain throughout the winter.
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Bt A BIKD STEWARD

Follow these simple tips to help scientists study and
protect our migratory birds:

A Keepvour distance

Respect Local wildlife by giving them lots of space
AN Look For signs

/ﬁ )& Pay attention to the posted rules and regulations
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Keep dogs on Leash -
| o A
tven friendly pups can scare birds,

taking up valuable energy meant for ird
Feeding and raising babies )\\\‘ eB
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Contribute to citizen science J\N 3

Share your sightings to eBird or .
iNaturalist and help scientists track 4\\? s

bird migrations! Naturalist

Spread the word tp‘

Tell your friends and family what vou saw and why it's
s important to protect migratory birds



Port | Hebert MBS

(ieese tend to arrive in the Port | Hebert sanctuary in late September
and remain until mid-March, with peak numbers occurring in Late
(ctober to early November. The Port L Hebert Migratory Bird
Sanctuary is also an important resting, feeding and wintering area
For American black ducks. Migrating birds of this species begin to
qather in the sanctuary as early as late August with numbers
exceeding 1000 birds in Late January to early February. Many of
these migrants remain until early April.

Haley Lake MB}

Located approximately midway between Port L Hebert Harbour and
the Sable River estuary, Haley Lake MB3 is an important area for
many species of birds. In the fall, ducks and geese flock to Haley Lake
from the surrounding saltwater harbours and estuaries, particularly
when other Feeding sites are covered in water. Besides feeding,
waterfowl also use Haley Lake for resting (loaFing) and preening,
and to collect gravel, which many birds swallow to aid in digesting
tough foods.

Haley Lake also supports a small colony of great blue herans, which
nest on twa of the rocky Ledges within the Lake. This colony has
nested in the area since 134k and is of particular note as these birds
are the only known ground-nesting herons in the Maritimes.
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Sable Kiver MB}

The water in this sanctuary very rarely freezes over completely,
which makes it a very valuable site for overwintering Canada geese
populations. During particularly severe winters, the waters in the
nearby Port Joli and Port [ Hebert sanctuaries freeze over for a short
period of time from mid- to Late January. When this happens,
overwintering Canada geese in the area move to the portion of the
Sable River sanctuary that remains ice-free. During these times, the
numbers of Canada geese can exceed 3000 birds|
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Shelburne County Rail Trail
LRSS TN 6503 26 SN

[his mixed-use trail crosses the Sable River just before
the MBY. You can also explore the nearby Lake on the
West side of the river.

Be careful if you arrive by car, there is little parking
along the side of road. Be sure not to block local
driveways.

BIRD MA?

Accessing the MBS

There are no trails into the Migratory Bird Sanctuaries, most of the
being almast entirely aquatic in their boundaries. But you can

experience the broader [mportant Bird Area and see many of the
species using these areas by visiting the following sites:

Did You Know!?

Birds that Live full-time on the ocean have legs
positioned further back on their bodies to make
them better swimmers and divers. This may
mean they have a hard time walking on Land.

Port L Hebert Provincial Park —~
11183 Highway 103, Port L tiebert P o

[ ake the highway towards Granite Village.
There is a parking Lot on the South side of the road

From which you can access the coastal trail. ot T M "
ort Joli MBS -
Port | Hebert MBS

Thomas Raddall Provincial Park g ey lﬂkeﬂBSk}—k
509 Raddall Park Rd, Port Joli Y o e R
Take the 103 until the turn for highway 3, E“,jfble il * btostd? B
towards Port Joli. Then turn onto Port | Hebert ' % N““t”d"f{‘g
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