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BAT SPECIES IN NOVA SCOTIA "%,
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Hibernating Bats

Little Brown Myotis
(Myotis lucifugus)
roosts in buildings, bat
boxes, and cavities,
often in large groups
tends to forage above
or near water

gives birth to just one
pup

Endangered in NS and
Canada

Northern Myotis

(Myotis septentrionalis)

cavity rooster

roosts in smaller groups
than Little M.

tends to forage in or
above the forest
canopy or above smalll
ponds

Endangered in NS and
Canada

Tri-coloured Bat
(Perimyotis subflavus)
found in SWNS and along
the Fundy coast
in NS, roosts exc|usive|y
among beard lichens
named for its unusual
hairs, which are black at
the root, yellow, then
brown at the tip
Endangered in NS and
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Big Brown Bat

(Eptesicus fuscus)
*not often seen in NS, but
found in NB

e cavity rooster

e roosts individually or in
small groups

o flies with slower wing
beats than other
hibernating bats
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Hoary Bat Eastern Red Bat Silver-haired Bat
(Lasiurus cinereus) (Lasiurus borealis) (Lasionycteris noctivagans)
o largest bat in Canada o roosts in mixed-hardwood o roosts in trees
e roosts in trees, usually alone forests, usually alone o emerges from the roost to feed
« emerges from their roosts later in o births 1-4 pups and has 4 earlier than most bats, just after
the evening than most other bats mammary g|c1nds instead of sunset
« forages in open fields or over the usual 2 « more often detected during

water « migrates South in the fall but migration and less often during
 migrates South in the fall and may hibernate in warmer summer foraging
usually do not hibernate areas on the way « first breeding in Atlantic Canada
recorded in NB in 2020

You can find more photos of each of these bats at batconservation.ca and via iNaturalist!
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There are lots of different bat box designs out there! Scientists think the
"rocket box" design might be more successful in attracting Nova Scotia's
native bats, like the Little Brown Bat, but you could also find a couple
different species using the easier-to-build flat box (bottom right and left,

respectively)

For plans, see:
cwi-fcf.org/en/explore /bats/bat-house
batcon.org/about-bats/bat-houses

Tips for placing your bat box:

The Right Habitat ek nsloi
Min. 8 hrs of sun per day

Bats emerge from their summer homes at night to eat 3-6m above the ground jlanss

insects, so your box should be placed somewhere Close to a water source @

they can find lots of bugs! A marsh, pond, open field, Free of clutter

or anywhere else that gets buggy at night will do.

The Right Spot

Bats navigate using echolocation, so you don't want
to confuse them in flight by placing your box behind
a lot of branches or in a hard-to-reach spot. Aim for
the sunny open side of a building, the middle of a

field, or the edge of a pond.
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Monitoring by Sight
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You can monitor your local "naturehood" for bats in a few ways! If
you have a box or other suitable habitat on your own property, near
your home, or at your local park or protected area, you can try
monitoring by sight.

« Count roosting bats when they're entering /exiting the box

o Check the dead trees, cave openings, crevasses in cliffsides, or cracks
in old barns or houses. Look for guano (bat poop)! If you find bats, you
can do your counts at these locations (as long as it's safe to do so)

« You'll probably see more bats in summer, but you might see them in
winter too, so keep your eyes open!

Monitoring by Sound
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Bats might seem pretty quiet, but with the right tools you can
"hear" all the noise they make! There are lots of different acoustic
monitors out there to help you detect those faint echolocation
sounds, some that are pretty simple and some that come with a
bunch of cool software for identifying species.

« Try doing a Point Survey: that's where you listen for bats in a stationary
spot, kept the same every week, month, or however often you go out

o Try doing a Walking Transect: that's where you walk a planned route
while listening for bats, usually a straight line through suitable habitat

monitors, see: o For best results, aim to start your survey around 1 hour before sunrise or

wildlifeacoustics.com sunset, in clear weather, and don't give up! Try out that spot or route a

few days in a row!

For more on acoustic
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REPORTING YOUR SIGHTINGS 2 %

Scientists need your help to understand changes in bat populations in o
Nova Scotial Share your sightings with researchers and the province by
filling out the quick form at Nova Scotia Bat Conservation or by calling
the hotline:
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e To report a bat sighting, fill out the reporting form at www.batconservation.ca or
call 1-866-727-3447
e To learn more about bats or to report a nuisance bat, call 1-833-434-2287 (BATS)

Report A Sighting
Safety First

Remember, it's best not to touch the bats you find, even if they are injured or sick. Bat's generally
aren't dangerous but they can carry diseases that affect humans, and handling could hurt them, so
if you are concerned about a bat near you it's best to call the professionals. Reach out to your
local wild animal rescue or nearest provincial Lands and Forestry office.

White Nose Syndrome

If you're seeing bats emerging from their roosts in
wintertime, or if you're noticing a lot of sick or dead
bats, you could be seeing signs of White Nose
Syndrome. This is a fungal disease that gives the
bats a white, powdery-looking nose and that makes
them wake up in the wintertime looking for food and
water. White Nose Syndrome was first detected in
New York but has since spread throughout the
States and Canada. Watch for signs and tell
researchers if you think you're seeing White Nose
Syndrome in your local bats. Most bats catch the
disease through contact with other bats, but you can
help reduce its spread by not touching bats and

o cleaning your shoes and clothes between roost visits.
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Have questions about bats, bat boxes, or anything
else bat related? Join our community of family bat
stewards! Share your successes, tell us what you're
seeing (or hearing), and join other families in
stewarding Nova Scotia's bat populations!

@yncns

yncns.ca
Join our Facebook Group! Even better, join the

local Young Naturalists Club chapter near you!

enovascotiafamilybatboxnetwork

facebook.com/groups/novascotiafamilybatboxnetwork
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FIND THE BATS
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How well do you know

RESEARCH : our local bats?
FIELD : ’
DRAGONFLY 1) Which bat is the largest

DAMSELFLY ) 5
FOREST 'bqt found in Canada.

MIDGE
POPULATION
i 2) How far above the

OLDGROWTH * ground should you place
MOSQUITO your bat box?

HABITAT vl

MAMMAL '
HOARYBAT 3) Where was White Nose

NORTHERNHYOTIS
STEWARDSHIP , Syndrome first, detected

MARSH ‘- in North Amerlcct?
WETLAND

POND , ' '
MONITOR 4) Which kind of bat box

BATBOX is thought to be more
successful inattracting
batsin Nova Scotia?

Flay this puzzle online at : https://thewordsearch.com/puzzle 2328928/

WWW.YNCNS.CA

Can you find.all the bats in this |c1|<e5|de
|mage below? There are 12 totc1|l
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