BIRD FRIENDLY
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BIRD FRIENDLY CITY

IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT EXERCISE OF POWERS
IN RELATION TO THE STANDARD

To apply for Bird Friendly status for small municipalities, the municipality must have a small
population (roughly less than 15,000 residents) or a very dispersed population that contains
multiple villages or small towns. Municipalities with populations up to 30,000 may apply for
certification under this standard, or may apply for the Bird Friendly City Canada Standard. The
standard for small municipalities is different from the “Bird Friendly City Canada Standard” mainly
to reflect the reality that small municipalities have less capacity, and often, different circumstances
than larger and more densely populated cities.

The applicant municipality must have its own elected Council with typical municipal powers that
it can exercise alone or in tandem with an upper tier municipality (e.g. a County or a Region). If
a lower level municipality applies but does not have powers to implement some of the criteria,
those criteria could be addressed by the upper level municipal government through its own
policies. For the criteria where you believe this is the case, it is the responsibility of the applying
bird team to explain what level of government is responsible for the policy and how the local
municipality is implementing it.
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MANDATORY
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MANDATORY CRITERIA

M-1 — ESTABLISHMENT OF BIRD TEAM

DESCRIPTION
Establish a Bird Team to drive the project forward.

SCORING INDICATORS
Provide a list of the Bird Team

members, affiliations and

Ensure that your team is as diverse as possible

contact information

and has a liaison with the municipality (municipal

staff or a councillor).

HOW CRITERIA IS MET

Our Bird Friendly Team includes

-Glen Hvenegaard (Professor, University of Alberta), gth@ualberta.ca

-Richard Pattullo (Manager, Parks Department, City of Camrose), rpattullo@camrose.ca

-Wendy Blackwell (Wildrose Outdoor Club, Camrose), wendyblackwell24@alberta.live

-Pam Stacey (Chair, City of Camrose Environmental Sustainability Advisory Committee),
pamjstacey@gmail.com

-Tom and Evva Tomaszewski (Camrose and District Fish and Game Association), tomevva@telus.net
-Kiera Abma (Battle River Watershed Alliance, Camrose, Environmental Program Coordinator),
stewardship@battleriverwatershed.ca

-Megan Maier (Ducks Unlimited Canada, Conservation Programs Specialist), m_maier@ducks.ca
-Alfred L'Hirondelle (District 11 of the Metis Nation of Alberta), arlhirondelle@metis.org

Our Bird Friendly Team will be supplemented with support by members of other relevant agencies as
needed.

Criteria Complete or
Undertaken to Complete? Yes

Confirmed by Scoring
Committee as having met
Standard? Yes




MANDATORY CRITERIA

M-2: INDIGENOUS PEOPLES, LAND AND INCLUSION

DESCRIPTION

We recognize that all of Canada is still within the
traditional territory or unceded territory of Indig-
enous Peoples. Through respect of this fact, and
the inherent rights of Indigenous Peoples, an
Indigenous perspective should be included in this
program if possible. We encourage prospective
applicant bird teams to seek this perspective. Bird
teams must identify the Indigenous traditional

territory/territories of the municipality and invite

someone from these communities to participate in

the initiative.

HOW CRITERIA IS MET

SCORING INDICATORS

Provide evidence you have determined in which Indig-
enous traditional territory/territories your municipality
occurs and that you are encouraging the participation
and perspective of the local Indigenous community in
the initiative.

Provide the name of the relevant Indigenous Nation(s)
and report on the outcome of an invitation to partic-
ipate in the initiative. In some cases, this may require
the support of Nature Canada to coordinate contact-

ing Indigenous communities.

Our closest Indigenous Nations are found south of Wetaskiwin. We are located in District 11 of the Metis
Nation of Alberta. We have invited Alfred L’'Hirondelle (Citizens’ Representative for District 11) to
participate in our committee. He has accepted our invitation. The City of Camrose has a Territorial
Acknowledgment statement: "The City of Camrose is a Municipality located on Treaty 6 territory, the
traditional lands of the Indigenous and the Métis People. For as long as the sun shines, the rivers flow, and
the grass grows, this land will be recognized as Treaty 6 Territory."

The City of Camrose does not have a policy on Indigenous relations.

Criteria Complete or
Undertaken to Complete? Yes

Confirmed by Scoring
Committee as having met
Standard? Yes




MANDATORY CRITERIA

M-3: FORMAL MUNICIPAL SUPPORT

DESCRIPTION

Pass a Council resolution nominating or support-

SCORING INDICATORS

Provide a copy of the resolution.

ing your municipality’s efforts to be a Bird Friendly
Municipality. A resolution from Council ensures

that the project is known and has been discussed

at Council level and has Council’s support.

HOW CRITERIA IS MET

Please see our attached letter of support from our Parks Director, Richard Pattullo, and endorsed by the
Camrose City Council.

Criteria Complete or
Undertaken to Complete? Yes

Confirmed by Scoring
Committee as having met
Standard? Yes




MANDATORY CRITERIA

M-4: ANNUAL REPORT

DESCRIPTION

Once your municipality has been accorded Bird

SCORING INDICATORS
Provide an Annual Report card by your
Friendly status, the Bird Team must provide an An- municipality’s one-year certification

nual Report card on activities related to your Bird

anniversary.

Friendly status. Download Report cards from the

Bird Friendly City website or request from Nature
Canada staff.

HOW CRITERIA IS MET

Our Bird Friendly Team is committed to reporting back to City Council each year and to providing an
Annual Report Card to Nature Canada on the status of our Bird Friendly City activities.

Criteria Complete or
Undertaken to Complete? In Progress

Confirmed by Scoring
Committee as having met
Standard? Future




MANDATORY CRITERIA

M-5: RENEWAL OF STATUS

DESCRIPTION

Bird Friendly City status will last two years, after
which you must reapply. Each application can
use and build-on past applications, but must
show some evidence of progress over time. No

evidence of progress will result in rejecting the

application or dropping a certification level.

HOW CRITERIA IS MET

SCORING INDICATORS

Applications for renewal are due by the September or
February application window that follows the two-
year anniversary of their most recent application’s

acceptance and their recognition as a bird friendly

small municipality.

Our Bird Friendly Team will review our BF status after 2 years, consider areas on which to improve, and

consider an application to renew our BF status.

Criteria Complete or
Undertaken to Complete? In Progress

Confirmed by Scoring
Committee as having met
Standard? Future




MANDATORY CRITERIA

M-6: WORLD MIGRATORY BIRD DAY

DESCRIPTION
Hold an event celebrating World Migratory

SCORING INDICATORS

Register your event on the World Migratory
Bird Day in your community. An event can be

Bird Day Canada webpage

as simple or elaborate as you wish. For ideas

and options, visit Nature Canada’s World

Migratory Bird webpage

HOW CRITERIA IS MET

We will be holding the Camrose Bird Festival on June 14, 2025 to celebrate World Migratory Bird Day.
Previous versions of this event have been called the Camrose Purple Martin Festival, but we anticipate
broadening the scope of the festival with our goals to celebrate, educate, and conserve all birds, with a focus
on Purple Martins. Once our planning is at the correct stage, we will post our event on the World Migratory
Bird Day Canada webpage.

https.//www.facebook.com/CamrosePurpleMartinFestival

In addition, we will be holding a May Species Count in Camrose on May 24-25, 2025, in support of the
Edmonton Nature Club's effort, as another way to celebrate World Migratory Bird Day.

Criteria Complete or
Undertaken to Complete? Yes

Confirmed by Scoring
Committee as having met
Standard? Yes



https://www.birdday.ca/  
https://www.birdday.ca/  
https://www.birdday.ca/host  
https://www.birdday.ca/host  

MANDATORY CRITERIA

M-7: PROGRAM VISIBILITY

DESCRIPTION
Include information about Bird Friendly City

SCORING INDICATORS
Provide a link and proof of posting.

Program on the municipal website once

certification has been accorded

HOW CRITERIA IS MET

Following certification as a BFC, we will develop a web presence about the BFC program as part of the City
of Camrose website.

Already, we have had two news articles cover our effort to nominate Camrose as a BFC. Please see attached
articles, labeled M7.

1. Shaikh, A. (2025). What becoming a bird friendly city means. The Camrose Booster, January 28, pg. 8.
https://issuu.com/camrosebooster/docs/20250128 booster#:~:text=The%20City%200f%20Camrose%
20is,make%20the%20City%20bird%20friendly.&text=Camrose%20is%20home%20t0%20a,s00n%20as%
20the%20sun%20rises.

2. Bowling, E. (2025). Camrose preparing bid to become bird-friendly city. Pipestone Flyer, February 14,
https.//www.pipestoneflyer.ca/local-news/camrose-preparing-bid-to-become-bird-friendly-city-7823391

Criteria Complete or
Undertaken to Complete? In Progress

Confirmed by Scoring
Committee as having met
Standard? Future




OPTIONAL CRITERIA

While the criteria below are optional, to achieve Bird Friendly status, a certain number of points must be
obtained in each category of criteria. The level that an applicant is awarded is equivalent to the lowest level

achieved in each of the three categories of criteria below.

SECTION 1: THREAT REDUCTION

SECTION 3: COMMUNITY OUTREACH/ EDUCATION

Generally all of the points are awarded contingent on evidence in support of the action. However, points can
be rewarded even if the action has not been completed, as long as there is strong evidence that a process to

implement or complete the action is underway.

To obtain Bird Friendly status, a certain number of points must be obtained in each category of criteria. The
level that an applicant is awarded is equivalent to the lowest level achieved in each of the three categories
of criteria (threat reduction, habitat protection, restoration and climate resilience, and community outreach/
education). Many of the criteria include evidence of a policy and evidence of implementation of the policy.
Remember that the policy requirement can be met by a higher level of government than the municipality or

village, but often implementation is the responsibility of the municipality.

Another important consideration is that in many cases, actions to meet a criterion are community-based (not
government). It is a good exercise for Bird Teams during the application process to identify those actions that
can be implemented by community members and those that require implementation by the municipality or

some other level of government.



SECTION 1:
THREAT
REDUCTION



THREAT REDUCTION

1.1 (A) CAT PREDATION OF BIRDS

DESCRIPTION

Regulatory and educational measures taken

SCORING INDICATORS

One point for evidence supporting each subcategory.

to help control and reduce populations of cats

Subcriteria d. can be fulfilled by a survey of residents.
roaming at large:

a. No roam bylaw

HOW CRITERIA IS MET

The City of Camrose does not have a no roam bylaw regarding owned or unowned cats. The city
introduced a no roam bylaw several years ago, but did not approve the bylaw because the city lacked
capacity to enforce it.

There is information on the City of Camrose website regarding the benefits of keeping your cat safe indoors.
https://www.camrose.ca/en/living-here/animal-services.aspx#Cat-Information

We have published an article in the local newspaper (Camrose Booster) about bird population trends, with a
focus on causes, solutions, and the benefits of keeping cats indoors and the benefits it has for wildlife,
especially birds. (Hvenegaard, G. 2025. Where have all the birds gone? Camrose Booster, Apr 2, pg. 18.
https://issuu.com/camrosebooster/docs/20240402_booster)

On the upcoming BFC Camrose website, we will provide links to pamphlets such as this one produced by
Nature Canada. In addition, we will share this pamphlet with participants at the bird festival in June of each
year:
(https://naturecanada.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Keep-Cats-Safe-and-Save-Bird-Lives-KMR2.0-TC-A
A.pdf)

In the two years with BFC status, we will research cat no-roam bylaws in other jurisdictions, draft a no-roam
bylaw for Camrose, and test for interest among city staff and city councilors.

Points Awarded
(for completion by Nature Canada) 0




THREAT REDUCTION

1.1 (B) CAT PREDATION OF BIRDS

DESCRIPTION

SCORING INDICATORS

One point for evidence supporting each subcategory.

Coordinated non-regulatory efforts directed at cat Subcriteria d. can be fulfilled by a survey of residents.

owners to keep their cats from roaming at large

such as educational campaigns

HOW CRITERIA IS MET

There is information on the City of Camrose website regarding the benefits of keeping your cat safe indoors.
https.//www.camrose.ca/en/living-here/animal-services.aspx#Cat-Information

We have published an article in the local newspaper (Camrose Booster) about bird population trends, with a
focus on causes, solutions, and the benefits of keeping cats indoors and the benefits it has for wildlife,
especially birds. (Hvenegaard, G. 2025. Where have all the birds gone? Camrose Booster, Apr 2, pg. 18.
https://issuu.com/camrosebooster/docs/20240402_booster)

On the upcoming BFC Camrose website, we will provide links to pamphlets such as this one produced by
Nature Canada. In addition, we will share this pamphlet with participants at the bird festival in June of each
year:
(https://naturecanada.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Keep-Cats-Safe-and-Save-Bird-Lives-KMR2.0-TC-A

A.pdf)

Points Awarded
(for completion by Nature Canada) 1




THREAT REDUCTION

1.1 (C) CAT PREDATION OF BIRDS

DESCRIPTION

An active strategy to reduce populations of

SCORING INDICATORS

One point for evidence supporting each subcategory.

unowned (feral) cats such as spay/neuter/re-home Subcriteria d. can be fulfilled by a survey of residents.

programs, or initiatives to deter pet abandonment

HOW CRITERIA IS MET

There is information on the City of Camrose website regarding the benefits of keeping your cat safe indoors:
https.//www.camrose.ca/en/living-here/animal-services.aspx#Cat-Information

For example, the website recommends, “if you see a healthy cat roaming, leave them alone as they are
probably outdoor cats or cats that have escaped and will return home."

There are 2 animal shelters in Camrose to which unowned cats can be brought if captured, but the shelters
have limited space for such animals. Both animal shelters collect information about trends in cats entering
and leaving the shelters; the numbers are increasing steadily since the rapid rate of kitten adoption during

COVID. The Camrose animal alliance Rescue Society (www.caars.ca) has conducted a trap-neuter-return

project for cats in areas highly populated with feral or escaped cats.

In the two years with BFC status, we will research unowned cat bylaws in other jurisdiction, draft an
unowned bylaw for Camrose, and test for interest among city staff and city councilors.

The city does not have enough animal enforcement staff to focus on feral cat capture and removal. The City
has a single bylaw enforcement officer.

Points Awarded

(for completion by Nature Canada)




THREAT REDUCTION

1.1 (D) CAT PREDATION OF BIRDS

DESCRIPTION

The Bird Team and/or municipality is able to track

SCORING INDICATORS

One point for evidence supporting each subcategory.

numbers of outdoor cats in their community so Subcriteria d. can be fulfilled by a survey of residents.

that progress on reducing the populations of

outdoor cats can be tracked over time.

HOW CRITERIA IS MET

There are currently no programs in effect by City of Camrose staff to monitor the current population of
owned and unowned roaming cats.

We have inquired with the two animal shelters within Camrose about their efforts to collect data regarding
the number of roaming cats in Camrose based on the number of cats brought into the animal shelter. The
Camrose & Area Animal Shelter Society keeps records of the number of cats that are taken off the street or
surrendered. These numbers have increased since COVID after many kittens were adopted and released,
thus requiring additional rescues. Any adopters must sign a contract that states that their adopted cats will
remain indoors only, or if going outdoors, they must be on a leash or in a catio-type structure. They have a
maximum of 75 spots available in their shelter at one time.

The Camrose Animal Alliance Rescue Society focuses on feral cats that people bring in. They do not hold
cats, but find cats a foster family until a permanent home can be found. Their numbers are also increasing
since COVID. This society has conducted some trap-neuter-release programs to reduce the chance for more
feral cats to be born.

We will work with our local university (University of Alberta, Augustana Campus) to create a Community

Service Learning (CSL) placement to create and a support a monitoring program for roaming cats that can
provide ongoing baseline information to determine trends.

Points Awarded

(for completion by Nature Canada)




THREAT REDUCTION

1.2 (A) WINDOW COLLISIONS

DESCRIPTION

Demonstrate that your municipality is taking

SCORING INDICATORS

One point for proof that it is mitigating window colli-

measures to reduce window collisions by: sion danger in their own buildings.

A) Treating windows of municipal buildings to

mitigate collisions of birds

HOW CRITERIA IS MET

There is currently no city policy regarding the development and implementation of bird-friendly design
standards for municipal buildings.

We have added data to the the Bird-Friendly Buildings Survey as shared by Nature Canada (location data,
characteristics, and photo). For residents of the buildings added to the database, we will encourage tracking
of bird collisions for adding to the database.

We will investigate how the BirdSafe program could be applied to Camrose (eg. window tape/stickers, or
window films; new municipal buildings with acid-etched patterns and opaque/frosted glass; grills, shutters,
exterior shades, or perforated aluminium panels (https://birdsafe.ca/window-options/).

There is currently no baseline or tracking system regarding the number of municipal window collisions with
birds. However, we will investigate how to gather data from businesses regarding the number of bird deaths
in their area.

In the first 2 years with BFC status, we will investigate standards for bird-friendly designs for new and
existing municipal buildings and the possibility of requiring bird-friendly windows to prevent collisions. As
well, in the first two years with BFC status, we will investigate potential for a tracking system to be
implemented to track the collision numbers. We might do this by creating a Community Service-Learning
partnership with the University of Alberta to create this tracking system.

Points Awarded
(for completion by Nature Canada) 0

15



THREAT REDUCTION

1.2 (B) WINDOW COLLISIONS

DESCRIPTION

Promoting and encouraging mitigation of threat

SCORING INDICATORS
One point for evidence that private residents are

from windows to birds in private buildings

mitigating window collisions (treating their windows)
(including houses). and that there are efforts to increase the number of

households treating their windows.

HOW CRITERIA IS MET

We will share educational materials such as pamphlets, letters, and news articles regarding the effects of
window collisions on bird populations and how to prevent these collisions using the measures mentioned in
the previous section. We will distribute these materials on our BFC-Camrose website, at our bird festival,
and through our networks (email lists, Facebook, Instagram). Our committee is already receiving requests
from Camrose residents for recommended window collision prevent strategies.

In addition, there is evidence of some private buildings adopting practices to prevent window collisions with
birds. See photos. We have added this building to the Bird Friendly Buildings Survey, along with photos.

There is currently no baseline or Track system regarding the number of private window collisions with
birds. However, we will encourage interested residents (especially those adding data to the Bird-Friendly
Buildings Survey) to collect and submit window collision data.

In the first two years with BFC status, we will investigate potential for a tracking system to be implemented

to track the collision numbers. We might do this by creating a Community Service-Learning partnership
with the University of Alberta to create this tracking system.

Points Awarded

(for completion by Nature Canada)

16



THREAT REDUCTION

1.3 (A) LIGHT POLLUTION

DESCRIPTION
Within the municipality, there is a policy/ bylaw,

SCORING INDICATORS

One point for proof of policy and implementation
or active plans to reduce light pollution and there that includes the municipality (can be higher level,

is evidence within the municipality or village of i.e. county or region-wide such as dark sky zone) and

compliance, such as an active retrofit program one point for evidence of educational and outreach

for street lamps or sporting facilities (e.g. ball campaigns aimed at the local residents (e.g. Dark Sky

diamonds or tennis courts), or reducing light initiative).

pollution from private sources through regulation;

HOW CRITERIA IS MET

The Camrose Municipal Development Plan (containing policies that address future land use) has a policy
(4.3.1.10) that states that “The City should promote strategies that reduce light pollution and preserve
natural darkness through dark sky lighting principles.”
https://www.camrose.ca/en/your-government/studies-and-plans.aspx#Municipal-Development-Plan

Through procurement and best practices, the street lights within Camrose all have covers on them to make
the lights shine down to the ground and prevent the light from being shined into the sky, reducing light
pollution. In 2016-27, the city had 2,325 lights owned by Fortis (the electrical provider). Of these 2,256 were
converted to LED, and 69 remained HPS. This resulted in a substantial reduction in electricity consumption
and greenhouse gas production.

See attached photos.

Points Awarded

(for completion by Nature Canada)

17



THREAT REDUCTION

1.3 (B) LIGHT POLLUTION

DESCRIPTION

Outreach/ educational campaign to reduce light

SCORING INDICATORS
One point for proof of policy and implementation
pollution during periods of migration. that includes the municipality (can be higher level,

i.e. county or region-wide such as dark sky zone) and

one point for evidence of educational and outreach

campaigns aimed at the local residents (e.g. Dark Sky

initiative).

HOW CRITERIA IS MET

Camrose is located about 30 km southeast of the Beaver Hills Dark Sky Preserve.
(https://www.rasc.ca/lpa/beaver-hills). Members of the Dark sky Preserve promote appreciate of the dark
sky and encourage the reduction of light pollution, Members of our committee, members of community in
Camrose , and members of the research community regularly participate in activities in the Dark Sky
Preserve (eg. attend star-gazing events at the Hesje Observatory, conduct research on dark sky tourism, and
promote other dark sky initiatives. The University of Alberta - Augustana Campus regularly offers drop-in
nights for the Camrose community to participate in night sky educational events at the Hesje Observatory
(https://www.ualberta.ca/en/augustana/research/centres/amlrs/observatory/index.html).

We recently wrote an article in the Nature Alberta Magazine (Hvenegaard, G. 2024. Defending the dark sky.
Nature Alberta 54(2): 14-17) that describes threats to the dark sky and solutions to maintaining dark skies.
https://naturealberta.ca/defending-the-dark-sky/ and https://online.fliphtml5.com/olrxh/pshz/#p=16

In the first two years of BFC status, we will share educational materials about reducing light pollution on our
website, at our bird festival, in local newspapers, and on Facebook and Instagram.

Points Awarded

(for completion by Nature Canada)

18



THREAT REDUCTION

1.4 (A) PESTICIDE USE

DESCRIPTION

Municipality has policies/ bylaws to reduce or

SCORING INDICATORS

Proof of the policies and implementation is provided.

eliminate pesticide use that directly or indirectly One point for ban on cosmetic pesticide/ herbicide

harms birds on public and/or private lands. Points use, one point for ban on Bti and/or neonics, and one

are awarded for: point for evidence of strong organic/ ecological farm

Restrictions on herbicides for cosmetic purposes

presence near the municipality.

(e.g. broad-leafed plant control in yards);

HOW CRITERIA IS MET

The City of Camrose does not have a specific Municipal policy regarding pesticide use, but instead, they
follow the federal policies. However, Camrose tries to limit its use of pesticides and only uses them when
needed.

The City of Camrose makes sure they have a pesticide license for residential use as well as to use natural pest
control, such as mowing dandelions.

We will work toward proposing a policy or bylaw restricting or banning the use of cosmetic pesticides.

The Camrose Municipal Development Plan (containing policies that address future land use) has a policy
(4.3.1.8) states that “The City should promote and support the preservation and integration of natural areas
and vegetation into the community, including, but not limited to, water, vegetation, soil, wildlife habitat, air
and biodiversity.”
https.//www.camrose.ca/en/your-government/studies-and-plans.aspx#Municipal-Development-Plan

In practice, according to an email by the cityi Parks Director, "We use a small amount of Roundup that we
apply ourselves, both Dean and | have our pesticide license. It is only used on some annual flower beds and
around the ball diamond back drops. The county does spray our soccer pitches for dandelions once a year
and they spray for noxious weeds as per legislation. We don’t use insecticides, if we have an infestation on
trees we spray with ordinary soap which is environmentally safe. We use the Integrated Pest Management
approach so we use very little pesticides in our municipality.” See attached email.

Points Awarded

(for completion by Nature Canada)




THREAT REDUCTION

1.4 (B) PESTICIDE USE

DESCRIPTION

Pesticides to control insect populations that are

SCORING INDICATORS

Proof of the policies and implementation is provided.

important food sources for birds (neonics and Bti); One point for ban on cosmetic pesticide/ herbicide

use, one point for ban on Bti and/or neonics, and one
point for evidence of strong organic/ ecological farm

presence near the municipality.

HOW CRITERIA IS MET

See 1.4A.

In addition, The City of Camrose does not have a specific Municipal policy regarding pesticide use for
insects, instead, they follow the federal policies. They also do not use pesticides to control insects.

The Greenspace Master Plan,
https.//www.camrose.ca/en/your-government/studies-and-plans.aspx#Green-Space-Master-Plan, section
4.5.6 addresses Weed, Pest and Invasive Species Management. “Weeds, pests and other invasive species exist
throughout Alberta, and are usually present in most Green Space Systems. Camrose is no different, and has
seen its fair share of outbreaks and issues throughout the past decade. The City currently has a number of
procedures in place for application of pesticides to help manage weeds and pests, which meet the strict
standards established by Health Canada and Alberta Environmental Protection. Special care and attention is
considered in all applications. The risks posed by weeds, pests and invasive species are significant, and
require a stringent program to ensure safety and health of the public, wildlife and the environment.”

Objectives — Weed, Pest and Invasive Species Management

@ Ensure that weeds, pests and invasive species are managed appropriately in all City green spaces.

@ Ensure that any weed, pest and invasive species management undertaken in Natural Areas and / or
Environmentally Sensitive Areas (to be identified in the future by the ESA Management Plan), is done is a
sensitive manner.

Policies — Weed, Pest and Invasive Species Management

@ The City will strive to manage all weeds, pests and invasive species in an appropriate and timely fashion.

Prinritv Artinne — \AMoad Pact and Invacive Qneriae Mananamant

Points Awarded

(for completion by Nature Canada)




THREAT REDUCTION

1.4 (C) PESTICIDE USE

DESCRIPTION

Presence of strong organic/ ecological habitat

SCORING INDICATORS

Proof of the policies and implementation is provided.

management practices in the community. One point for ban on cosmetic pesticide/ herbicide

use, one point for ban on Bti and/or neonics, and one
point for evidence of strong organic/ ecological farm

presence near the municipality.

HOW CRITERIA IS MET

There is evidence of strong organic and ecological farms near Camrose. For example,

-Grey Arrow Farm CSA: organic farms (https://greyarrowfarm.ca) - See photo attached.

-Sunworks Farm: Local organic ethical meat products (https://sunworksfarm.com)

-Lazuli Farms: All natural non-toxic skincare made with nourish fats and all-natural ingredients
(https://lazulifarms.com)

-Glean Microgreens: providing beautiful, healthy and delicious elite produce for chefs, artisans and your
family. Encouraging liberty by teaching and sharing how to sustainably embrace the blessings God provides
us" (www.gleanfarm.ca).

-Coen Farm: provide nutrient-dense food, and permaculture education to regenerate the planet and its
people (www.coenfarm.ca)

-Irvings Farm Fresh: free-range Berkshire pigs - delicious, nutritious, free range and locally sourced pork to
support your local small scale farmer (www.irvingsfarmfresh.com)

Points Awarded

(for completion by Nature Canada)
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THREAT REDUCTION

1.5 PLASTICS

DESCRIPTION

There are actions to reduce and remove plastic

SCORING INDICATORS

Provide evidence of community actions to reduce and
pollution within the local ecosystems, led within remove plastic pollution from the local ecosystems

the community.

such as shoreline cleanups.

HOW CRITERIA IS MET

The City of Camrose’s Procurement Policy specifically addresses plastics:
(https://www.camrose.ca/en/your-government/policies.aspx#Procurement-Policy):

4.2. Sustainability

4.2.1. Wherever practically and economically feasible, the procurement

procedures and practices shall prioritize the expanded use of environmentally and ethically preferred Goods
and Services.

4.2.2. The City shall use best efforts to ensure that the procurement of meals and

snacks for City organized events minimizes the use of Single Use Plastics with respect to food packaging and
food service.

4.2.3. Wherever practicable, City facilities will avoid the use of disposable Single

Use Plastic and Styrofoam for food related uses, and consider Reusables as an alternative.

The City of Camrose is also converting its landfill to a transfer station to reduce the amount of plastic within
Camrose.

Many businesses and residences in Camrose already reduce the use of single-use plastic. For example, the

United Church, among other groups, conducts an annual litter cleanup, involving 10-20 people. The City's
summer staff, involving 20-30 people, also runs an annual garbage cleanup.

Points Awarded

(for completion by Nature Canada)
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THREAT REDUCTION

1.6 VEHICLES

DESCRIPTION

Measures in place to reduce bird collisions or

SCORING INDICATORS
Provide proof of measures to protect birds and other

disturbance associated with terrestrial and aquatic wildlife from vehicle collisions, and related damage or

disturbance.

vehicles (including from the wake of boat traffic,
agricultural machinery, and recreational vehicles
on nesting beaches). For example, posted lower

speed limits, signage to encourage vehicles to

slow down, and educational campaigns.

HOW CRITERIA IS MET

The City of Camrose has a speed limit of 50 kmh in areas where no speed limit is posted. The ring road
around Camrose has a speed limit of 80 kmh in some places, but that is lowered to 60 kmh in areas crossing
wildlife corridors (eg. across the Stoney Creek Park on the south side of the city). Please see attached photos.

The City of Camrose has a public bus system to reduce the number of cars on the roads.

In the first two years with BFC status, we will investigate the possibility of modifying speed limits and
posting wildlife signs in other areas with important habitat.

Points Awarded

(for completion by Nature Canada)
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THREAT REDUCTION

1.7 HABITAT DISTURBANCE

SCORING INDICATORS

One point for evidence of successful efforts to pro-

tect birds and bird habitat from the types of distur-

DESCRIPTION

Municipality recognizes and encourages practices
that mitigate disturbance from human activities in ar-
eas surrounding the municipality, for example, adjust- bances explained.

ing hay harvest timing to protect nesting grassland

birds, keeping public off beaches during moments

of shorebird migration, removing abandoned fishing
gear from nearby fishing grounds, or limiting the

running of dogs off leash in natural areas.

HOW CRITERIA IS MET

Regarding dogs on leash, the City of Camrose has a winter dog park located at the fenced-in golf course and
a summer off-leash dog park located at the Stoney Creek Valley. There is an all-season fenced-in off-leash
dog park area located behind the Staples store.

The city of Camrose has a Dog Control Bylaw stating a dog has to be on a leash if they are not in a
designated off-leash area or on their own property (Section 22).
https.//www.camrose.ca/en/your-government/bylaws.aspx#Dog-Control-Bylaw. Please see the attached
photos of on-leash rules. See attached photos.

Along the Stoney Creek (with important bird habitat), the Rotary Pavilion has posted signs that celebrate the
abundance, uniqueness, and ecology of birds in the valley. https:.//camroserotary.ca/pavilion-project . There
are additional signs that recognize clubs that help protected wildlife habitat and suggest ways that citizens
can also minimize disturbance to birds.

Points Awarded

(for completion by Nature Canada)
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THREAT REDUCTION

SCORING

ENTRY

7 points from at least 3 categories.

INTERMEDIATE

9 points from at least 4 categories including at least 1 categories worth 2 or more.

HIGH

11 points or more from at least 5 categories. Must include points in each of first four categories

Points Awarded

(for completion by Nature Canada)
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HABITAT PROTECTION, RESTORATION, AND CLIMATE RESILIENCY

2.1 PROTECTING NATURE AND BIODIVERSITY AND ADDRESSING CLIMATE CHANGE

DESCRIPTION

There are government policies and/ or

plans to protect nature and/ or biodiversity

and also to address climate change within
the territory (either local or regional

level). In the policy to protect nature, the

expansion of natural areas, or protection,
maintenance and restoration of regional

biodiversity must be explicitly stated as a

goal. An example of such a policy at the

county level is Environmentally Sensitive
Areas. The climate change policy must
include specific measures for mitigation or

adaptation including nature-based climate

solutions. An example for climate mitigation

and adaptation is riparian restoration and

wetland expansion.

HOW CRITERIA IS MET

SCORING INDICATORS

One point for protected areas and biodiversity policy or plan and
one point for climate change policy or plan. 1 point for evidence of
implementation at the local level. Note that these policies may be
at a higher level of government than your municipality. However,
to score points, you must provide proof policy with the higher-
level municipality, and proof of implementation within your own
community.

One point is deducted upon evidence for large scale current or very
recent (within one year) activities that damage biodiversity such as
loss or degradation of important habitat for wildlife, contamination
of wildlife habitat by toxic chemicals, or building of energy or
communications infrastructure on or near (within 1 km) important

areas and habitats for birds

Regarding nature protection, the City of Camrose has a Green Space Master Plan that describes the area
devoted to current green spaces and natural areas (pg. 11), as well as plans for future green spaces. The

details are found at:

(https://www.camrose.ca/en/your-government/resources/Documents/Green-Space-Master-Plan.pdf). The
Green Space Master Plan has been implemented since 2014. The plan (section 3.4) identifies gaps in the
current system, and sets targets for new greenspaces and links between greenspaces. Please see the attached

photos.

In addition, the Municipal Development indicates that the city “should maintain and, where possible,
acquire ownership of Environmentally Sensitive Areas... and should maintain a current inventory of
Environmentally Sensitive Areas.” (Section 4.3.2.2). The city should also “support the protection, restoration
and enhancement of wildlife habitats and movement corridors” (Section 4.3.2.1).

Camrose currently has several parks and green spaces (eg. Jubilee Park and Four Season Rotary Park) that

help promote biological diversity.

We propose making specific policies to further protect and restore the biological diversity within these

narle

Points Awarded

(for completion by Nature Canada)
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HABITAT PROTECTION, RESTORATION, AND CLIMATE RESILIENCY

2.2 (A) HABITAT MANAGEMENT STRATEGY

SCORING INDICATORS

Provide proof of implementation of each action. One

DESCRIPTION
Municipality has a habitat management strategy

point per action. Note that these policies could occur

based on ecological and climate considerations.
These include: at the Regional level but often require implementa-
a. increasing the number of trees and area of the tion at local level.

urban forest canopy;

HOW CRITERIA IS MET

The City of Camrose has a policy regarding Municipal Tree Care. There are to be trees planted around
Camrose for new developments and damaged trees will be replaced. Municipal Tree Care Policy
(https://www.camrose.ca/en/your-government/policies.aspx?_mid_=960#Municipal-Tree-Care-Policy)

Dr. Greg King, a University Of Alberta Augustana professor, conducts inventories and long-term
monitoring of tree urban surveys in Camrose to determine numbers, densities, and trends over time.
Together with Dr. Glen Hvenegaard, they are conducting research on the factors that shape private
landowners’ decisions (eg. attitudes, knowledge, demographics, barriers) to plant and remove trees. The city
can use this information to develop policies to increase the number of trees in the city.
https://apps.ualberta.ca/directory/person/gking and
https://issuu.com/uofa_augustana/docs/2020_r2c_2020-06-18/s/10755210

Points Awarded
(for completion by Nature Canada) 1

28



HABITAT PROTECTION, RESTORATION, AND CLIMATE RESILIENCY

2.2 (B) MUNICIPAL LANDS

DESCRIPTION

Protecting trees on public and private lands

SCORING INDICATORS

Provide proof of implementation of each action. One

through tree bylaw that protects trees as a public

point per action. Note that these policies could occur

value from private land owners cutting them down

at the Regional level but often require implementa-

tion at local level.

without permits

HOW CRITERIA IS MET

The City of Camrose has a policy restricting citizens of Camrose from removing any trees within the city of
Camrose on public land. As well, if any trees on private land are interfering with public land, it is to be fixed.
This policy and bylaw applies only to trees on municipal land. Private landowners do not need a permit to
cut down trees on their own land.

-Municipal Tree Care Policy
(https://www.camrose.ca/en/your-government/policies.aspx#Municipal-Tree-Care-Policy)
-Land Use Bylaw and Land Use District Map
(https://www.camrose.ca/en/your-government/bylaws.aspx#Land-Use-Bylaw)

Dr. Greg King, a University Of Alberta Augustana professor, conducts inventories and long-term
monitoring of tree urban surveys in Camrose to determine numbers, densities, and trends over time.
Together with Dr. Glen Hvenegaard, they are conducting research on the factors that shape private
landowners’ decisions to plant and remove trees. The city can use this information to develop policies to
increase the number of trees in the city.
https://issuu.com/uofa_augustana/docs/2020_r2c_2020-06-18/s/10755210

Tha Citv nf Camrnca Anae nnt hava a nnlirvy ranardinn enane hiit tha Cithv Anae nnt ramnua anv enanc 1inlace

Points Awarded

(for completion by Nature Canada)

29



HABITAT PROTECTION, RESTORATION, AND CLIMATE RESILIENCY

2.2 (C) HABITAT MANAGEMENT STRATEGY

DESCRIPTION

Prohibiting active vegetation management on

SCORING INDICATORS

Provide proof of implementation of each action.

municipal lands during breeding season

One point per action. Note that these policies

could occur at the Regional level but often require

implementation at local level.

HOW CRITERIA IS MET

City employees follow provincial and federal policies and guidelines regarding habitat changes for breeding
birds: eg.
-https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/e269aad8-3664-402a-b7cb-77abe89e9617/resource/6195d2d4-9f7d-43e5-ad
ab-81a8210fae38/download/3054250-2011-recommended-land-use-guidelines-protection-wildlife-species-h
abitat.pdf
-https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/avoiding-harm-migratory-birds/reduce-ri
sk-migratory-birds.html#tocl

Landscaping staff and arborists should also follow these policies and guidelines.

There is no specific city policy or bylaw regarding vegetation management, but the tree care policy has some
details about the restriction of vegetation removal.

However, municipal employees involved in habitat management make sure they are not harming breeding
birds or their habitat.

Municipal Tree Care Policy (https://www.camrose.ca/en/your-government/policies.aspx?
mid =0AN#NMNiinicinal_Troa_Cara_DnlirN

Points Awarded
(for completion by Nature Canada) 1
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HABITAT PROTECTION, RESTORATION, AND CLIMATE RESILIENCY

2.2 (D) HABITAT MANAGEMENT STRATEGY

SCORING INDICATORS

Provide proof of implementation of each action. One

DESCRIPTION

Protecting and enhancing naturalized buffers for

point per action. Note that these policies could occur

watercourses, such as streams, rivers, canals and
municipal drains, and shorelines, to prevent water at the Regional level but often require implementa-

contamination, reduce erosion and provide and tion at local level.

protect habitat, including corridors linking natural

areas, natural beaches, etc

HOW CRITERIA IS MET

Regarding buffers, city employees follow provincial and federal policies and guidelines regarding habitat
changes for breeding birds: eg.

-This document outlines buffers needed for species at risk:
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/e269aad8-3664-402a-b7ch-77abe89e9617/resource/6195d2d4-9f7d-43e5-ada
5-81a8210fae38/download/3054250-2011-recommended-land-use-guidelines-protection-wildlife-species-ha
bitat.pdf

City staff protect vegetation along watercourses in the city to prevent water contamination, reduce erosion,
and to provide natural wildlife habitat.

Points Awarded
(for completion by Nature Canada) 0
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HABITAT PROTECTION, RESTORATION, AND CLIMATE RESILIENCY

2.3 IMPORTANT BIRD AREA NEARBY

DESCRIPTION
There is an Important Bird and Biodiversity Area
(IBA) within or adjacent to the municipality. A local

partnership promotes the protection and steward-

ship of this area. The local community is involved

in stewardship or promotion of the IBA.

HOW CRITERIA IS MET

SCORING INDICATORS
A point if there is a nearby IBA (the area must be a
— IBACan-

ada.com) and if the local community is involved in

registered IBA on the

the stewardship or promotion of the area (e.g. eco-

tourism). Note that in the case of a village or small

municipality, this criteria can be satisfied if there is an

IBA within the county or region, within 20 km of the
municipality, and if there is digital information on the

IBA on the municipal website.

Camrose does not have an IBA within the city, but the Miquelon Lake IBA (30 km northwest) and the Wavy
Lake (61 km southeast) are nearby. The caretaker for Miquelon Lake is the staff group from Miquelon Lake
Provincial Park. The caretaker for Wavy Lake is the staff group from the Battle River Watershed Alliance.

Points Awarded

(for completion by Nature Canada)
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https://ibacanada.com/

HABITAT PROTECTION, RESTORATION, AND CLIMATE RESILIENCY

2.4 PROMOTING LOCAL NATIVE FLORA ON PUBLIC LANDS

DESCRIPTION SCORING INDICATORS

Municipality has a demonstration garden/ Provide evidence of a demonstration project on municipal

habitat on municipal lands, with local lands. A pollinator garden, or wildlife garden are example

native plants to attract birds and insects, demonstrations.
which offers residents a good example of
beneficial practices for wildlife for their

own properties

HOW CRITERIA IS MET

Within The Land Use Bylaw https://www.camrose.ca/en/your-government/bylaws.aspx#Land-Use-Bylaw),
the City of Camrose has landscaping requirements for planting or retaining trees shrubs. Some
requirements indicate a preference for native flora.

The City has developed an educational component on its website to promote naturalization on municipal
lands (https://www.camrose.ca/en/living-here/be-prepared.aspx#Naturalization). The website indicates
benefits, common misconceptions, and practical types for naturalizing municipal lands.

The Municipal Development Plan
(https://www.camrose.ca/en/your-government/studies-and-plans.aspx#Municipal-Development-Plan)
indicates that the “The city should utilize beneficial management practices for the planning, maintenance,
and retention of native species” (section 4.3). As well, the city “should monitor and manage non-native
species and invasive species that pose a threat to native biodiversity.” (section 4.3)

Points Awarded
(for completion by Nature Canada) 0
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HABITAT PROTECTION, RESTORATION, AND CLIMATE RESILIENCY

2.5 PROMOTING LOCAL NATIVE FLORA ON PRIVATE LANDS

DESCRIPTION

Demonstrate widespread community participation

SCORING INDICATORS
One point if you provide evidence supporting “wide-

in initiatives to encourage native plant habitats spread community participation” in at least one na-

that support native birds on private property, such

tional or international initiative or local program that
as sustainable, environmentally friendly farming, encourages increasing wildlife habitat on private land.
establishment of pollinator habitat, wetland resto- For example, Bee City recognition, ALUS projects,

ration, etc.

and Monarch City certification would all qualify. Need

to demonstrate that the initiatives show engagement

by multiple households or businesses.

HOW CRITERIA IS MET

Within The Land Use Bylaw (https://www.camrose.ca/en/your-government/bylaws.aspx#Land-Use-Bylaw),
The City of Camrose has requirements about landscaping and the flora that should be planted for industrial
and residential. This includes the number of trees that need to be planted depending on the building type.

The City has developed an educational component on its website to promote naturalization on municipal
lands (https://www.camrose.ca/en/living-here/be-prepared.aspx#Naturalization). The website indicates
benefits, common misconceptions, and practical types for naturalizing private properties.

There are a few local pollinator gardening groups or native gardening groups, including

-Rotary pollinator garden: https://camroserotary.ca/pollinators, https://camroserotary.ca/rotary-parks
-Camrose Railway pollinator garden http://canadiannorthern.ca/camrose/

Points Awarded

(for completion by Nature Canada)
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HABITAT PROTECTION, RESTORATION, AND CLIMATE RESILIENCY ‘

2.6 STEWARDSHIP FOR SPECIES OF HIGH CONSERVATION CONCERN

DESCRIPTION

Within the municipality, there are projects to in-

SCORING INDICATORS

A point if there are active stewardship recovery
crease or improve breeding or stopover habitat for projects (can be led by individuals or groups in the

bird species that are of high conservation priority community) such as those suggested in the criterion

from your Bird Conservation Region Plan. Example

description. Two points if there are more than two
species include Species at Risk (e.g. Chimney Swift

active projects for different species or groups of spe-

and Barn Swallow) aerial insectivores, open-coun- cies. For information on Bird Conservation Regions

try and grassland birds such as Meadowlarks and and their priority species, visit:
Tree Swallows, and shorebirds. Example actions:

providing housing (e.g., maintained Purple Martin

condos or tree swallow nest boxes), or maintaining
bird-friendly hay production and managing forests

to promote old growth conditions.

HOW CRITERIA IS MET

The City of Camrose has a few stewardship projects to help improve/increase breeding or stopover habitats.
One of these projects supports houses for Purple Martin, a declining aerial insectivore, still found in good
numbers in the city. (https:.//www.camrose.ca/en/recreation-and-leisure/purple-martins.aspx). The
Camrose Wildlife Stewardship Society erects purple martin houses, attracts landlords to take care of these
houses, conducts an annual population census, and educates Camrose residents about the benefits of birds.

We have also conducted research on which locations and stewardship practices work best for purple
martins:

https://doi-org.login.ezproxy.library.ualberta.ca/10.1002/wsb.1161
https://doi-org.login.ezproxy.library.ualberta.ca/10.1002/wsb.1247

In addition, various groups have built birdhouses for several other species of cavity-nesting birds, including
house wrens, nuthatches, and tree swallows throughout the park system on public land. For example, the
Wildrose Outdoor Club is planning to build and put up 50 nest boxes for birds, as part of their 25th
anniversary. These efforts support the goals identified by the Bird Conservation Regions. See the attached
photos. Other residents have placed nesting and resting platforms on some of the publicly-owned
waterbodies within Camrose. In addition, many private landowners have erected nest boxes for

ravihv-nactinn hirde

Points Awarded

(for completion by Nature Canada)
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 https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/migratory-bird-conservation/regions-st
 https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/migratory-bird-conservation/regions-st
 https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/migratory-bird-conservation/regions-st

HABITAT PROTECTION, RESTORATION, AND CLIMATE RESILIENCY

SCORING

ENTRY

Entry - 6 points from at least 3 categories

INTERMEDIATE

Intermediate - 8 points from at least 4 categories

HIGH

10 points from at least 5 categories including at least 2 points from both categories 2.1 and 2.2 and 2.6.

Points Awarded

(for completion by Nature Canada)
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SECTION 3:
COMMUNITY
OUTREACH/
EDUCATION



COMMUNITY OUTREACH/ EDUCATION

3.1 CHILDREN AND YOUTH EDUCATION

SCORING INDICATORS

One point for proof of the programs. A second point

DESCRIPTION

A significant percentage of local schools and other
educational organizations (e.g. Scouts Canada, if there is evidence of widespread involvement such
Earth Rangers, 4-H) provide students with oppor- as proof of membership / participation numbers for
tunities to connect with nature, enjoy birds and programs. A third point if there is evidence provid-
learn how to help them. Local school boards, ed of efforts to engage with children or youth who
are underprivileged, racialized or recent arrivals to

Canada.

conservation authority, or municipality, has facil-
ities/staffing to support outdoor/environmental
education, including opportunities to observe

birds. At least one school does a specific bird-re-

lated program such as /i o

‘L

or curriculum from < d save bird

["v25. Educational programs must include specific

elements designed to engage children and youth
who could be considered underprivileged, racial-

ized or recent arrivals to Canada.

HOW CRITERIA IS MET

There are numerous existing extra-curricular groups, programs and activities for children of all ages in
Camrose.

The Battle River Watershed Alliance offers school field trips on the following topics:
(https://www.battleriverwatershed.ca/youth-programs/)

- Discover Your Wetland: Youth are taken to local wetlands to explore, and engage with natural systems.
- Waste in our Watershed Tour: Youth are taken to local water treatment plants, landfills, and recycling
depots to learn about consumption, waste, recycling practices and contaminants.

- Habitat Tour : An interactive day where children explore local microclimates, discussing themes regarding
endangered species, native species, climate change implications and the complexities of ecosystems

- Yellow Fish Road: Program that teaches youth the importance of preventing pollutants from entering
storm drains, and the implications it has on watersheds, water quality and aquatic habitat.

Scouts Canada: The 6th Camrose Traditional Scouting group provides opportunities for youth to engage
and learn about the natural environment

Girl Guides of Canada: The Camrose Girl Guides aroup empowers vouna airls and provide the opportunity

Points Awarded

(for completion by Nature Canada)
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https://www.birdscanada.org/bird-science/christmas-bird-count-for-kids
https://www.birdscanada.org/bird-science/christmas-bird-count-for-kids
https://www.birdscanada.org/discover-birds/bird-friendly-schools/schoolyard-bb
https://www.globalbirdrescue.org/
https://catsandbirds.ca/educational-resources/
https://catsandbirds.ca/educational-resources/

COMMUNITY OUTREACH/ EDUCATION

3.2 COMMUNICATING BEST PRACTICES TO HELP BIRDS

DESCRIPTION
Municipality (and/or Bird Friendly City partners if

SCORING INDICATORS
One point if you can provide evidence of the digital
appropriate) promotes and has information avail- or paper resources, as well as evidence of public

able to its residents and visitors linked with Bird interest and knowledge of them (e.g. social media

Friendly City Program about ways to help birds. activity).

Examples: establishment of natural habitat on
their property, feeder maintenance, and mitigation
of threats to birds.

HOW CRITERIA IS MET

The City of Camrose website currently lists ways to help birds:

-Purple Martins: https://www.camrose.ca/en/recreation-and-leisure/purple-martins.aspx

-Camrose Wildlife and Greenspace Stewardship:
https.//www.camrose.ca/en/recreation-and-leisure/wildlife-and-greenspace-stewardship.aspx

-Trees for Camrose: https://www.camrose.ca/en/living-here/sustainable-camrose.aspx#Trees-for-Camrose
-The Importance of Pollinators and the Importance of You:
https://www.camrose.ca/en/living-here/sustainable-camrose.aspx#The-Importance-of-Pollinators-and-the-I
mportance-of-You

Once designated as a BFC, the city will host a website that will share links that inform the public of ways to
help birds, such as links to the Bird Safe Website: https://birdsafe.ca/window-options/,
https://birdsafe.ca/design-standards/, and https://birdsafe.ca/lighting/

We will also make links to other bird-friendly information sites, including the University of British
Columbia
https://planning.ubc.ca/sites/default/files/2019-11/GUIDELINES_UBC_Green_Building_Action_BirdFrien
dlyDesign.pdf

- UBC bird-friendly design guidelines for buildings

> Tons of useful diagrams, photos, illustrations

https.//www.birdscanada.org/you-can-help/be-a-bird-savvy-consumer
- Bird friendly consumer choices

Ihttina I hananar hivAlaAanmanmsanmair Aavalant trmviAahiad A hivA FrianALI7  AtvAanla viAviAd

Points Awarded
(for completion by Nature Canada) 1
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COMMUNITY OUTREACH/ EDUCATION

3.3 DEMONSTRATIONS OF BIRD FRIENDLY ACTIONS.

DESCRIPTION
Municipality (and/or Bird Friendly City partners

SCORING INDICATORS

One point based on proof of installations (e.g. photo-

if appropriate) install displays (e.g. information graphic evidence, or news stories)

panels) in public areas that include information on
birds in the community and the benefits of bird
friendly actions. This is done to encourage local

residents to do things to help birds

HOW CRITERIA IS MET

Along the Stoney Creek (with important bird habitat), the Rotary Pavilion has posted signs that celebrate the
abundance, uniqueness, and ecology of birds in the valley. https:.//camroserotary.ca/birds-of-stoney-creek.

There are additional signs that recognize clubs that help protected wildlife habitat and suggest ways that
citizens can also minimize disturbance to birds.

https://camroserotary.ca/stoney-creek-watershed-1

https://camroserotary.ca/pollinators

Camrose Wildlife Stewardship Society has posted a sign that describes the natural history characteristics of
Purple Martins.

The city of Camrose has posted signed on the perimeter of the city about its efforts at naturalization and the
benefits to wildlife and the environment. Please see the photo examples attached.

Points Awarded

(for completion by Nature Canada)
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COMMUNITY OUTREACH/ EDUCATION

3.4 NEARBY ACCESSIBLE BIRDING LOCATION

DESCRIPTION

There is at least one birding location near your

SCORING INDICATORS
One point based on evidence of a local birding area

village or municipality that has infrastructure to that is publicly accessible, a brief description of the

facilitate the observation and appreciation of birds

infrastructures (e.g. trails, observation tower), and
(e.g. signs, panels, observation tower, and trails). how the area can be accessed. Note that links to gen-
Information on birding area, or birding trail and eral descriptions of a public park, that do not include

how to access it should be easily available digitally

information about birds, will not be given a point.

on partner websites and/or in printed materials.

HOW CRITERIA IS MET

There is a large park system within Camrose, along the Stoney Creek Valley, that is accessible to citizens of
Camrose, from various locations throughout the city. The system has paved trails, informational signs about
wildlife, viewpoints, sitting areas, and an information source at the Bill Fowler Centre. There are access
points via the city's free public transit system (runs hourly 5 days/wk) for people without a vehicle. In
addition, the paved portions of the trails are accessible to folks with disabilities. These trails are cleared of
snow in the winter.

We have a document called “Birding and Nature Hotspots around Camrose”:
https://www.yumpu.com/en/document/view/32151660/birding-and-nature-hotspots-around-camrose-touri

Sm-camrose

Tourism Camrose has a link entitled “Bird Watching” that highlights places to watch birds and a bird
watching checklist: https://www.tourismcamrose.com/birdwatching

We estimate that hundreds of people engage in natural area activities because of these signs.

Points Awarded

(for completion by Nature Canada)
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COMMUNITY OUTREACH/ EDUCATION

3.5 BIRD FRIENDLY BUSINESSES

DESCRIPTION

For your municipality, one or more business pro-

SCORING INDICATORS
One point for proof of businesses in your area with

motes and adopts bird friendly practices (e.g. sell

bird friendly practices or proof of information on your

or offer bird friendly coffee, sell window treatment website for Bird Friendly products. This could be the

film, sell products that promote or support bird- Municipality’s website or that of other partners on the

ing, demonstrate bird friendly practices, etc.). Bird Team.

In the case of a village without a store, partner

websites/ landing pages recognize or include links

to bird-friendly products.

HOW CRITERIA IS MET

Various businesses in Camrose undertake bird-friendly practices:

- Fika: Reusable mugs, biodegradable cups https://www.facebook.com/FIKACoffeeCamrose/about?
locale=fo_FO

- Monica’s: Biodegradable cups/plates
https.//www.ualberta.ca/en/augustana/student-life/dining/the-cafe.htmi

- Augsutana Campus of the U of Alberta:
https:.//www.ualberta.ca/en/the-quad/2017/02/creating-a-culture-of-environmental-sustainability-augustan
a-chaplaincy.html

- https://www.ualberta.ca/en/augustana/news/2020/09/berta-briggs-2019-alumni-citation-award.html

- Camrose Coffee: Biodegradable cups/plates https://www.camrosecoffee.ca/

- Overtime Taphouse: Reusable food containers https://www.overtimetaphouse.com/

- Boston Pizza: Reusable food containers https://bostonpizza.com/en/locations/camrose.html

- Other businesses sell bird feeders, fountains, baths, and seed, and use sustainable containers, including
Global Pet Foods Camrose https://globalpetfoods.com/ , PetValu https://store.petvalu.ca/location/3218/ ,
Peavey Mart https.//www.peaveymart.com/, Home Hardware
https.//www.homehardware.ca/en/store/57162 , and Bulk Barn
https.//www.bulkbarn.ca/home-en/index_deals.html,
https://www.bulkbarn.ca/en/Reusable-Container-Program

Points Awarded

(for completion by Nature Canada)
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COMMUNITY OUTREACH/ EDUCATION

3.6 TOWN BIRD

SCORING INDICATORS

Provide the name of the “Town Bird” species, proof

DESCRIPTION

You have a “Town Bird” species that was selected

through a public engagement process and which that it was officially adopted or recognized by Council

is recognized by the municipal council. and evidence of the process to select it.

HOW CRITERIA IS MET

Itis likely that the Purple Martin is the “Town Bird” for Camrose. However, we have not undertaken a
specific public engagement process to select a town bird. Support for the Purple Martin comes from:

- An annual birding festival https://www.facebook.com/CamrosePurpleMartinFestival

- Information about purple martins on our city website:
https://www.camrose.ca/en/recreation-and-leisure/purple-martins.aspx

- A Presentation to city council to propose that Camrose be recognized as the Purple Martin Capital of
western Canada.

- Research that investigates how people perceive the Purple Martin as a flagship species: Rempel, S. and G.T.
Hvenegaard. 2013. Can Purple Martins be used as flagship species for wildlife conservation?. Purple Martin
Update 22(3): 18-21.

Nevertheless, we will develop a contest to vote for a town bird.

Points Awarded

(for completion by Nature Canada)
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COMMUNITY OUTREACH/ EDUCATION

3.7 PARTICIPATORY SCIENCE TO MONITOR BIRDS

SCORING INDICATORS

Provide a list of bird-related participatory science pro-

DESCRIPTION

There are active participatory science programs

grams that operate in your municipality, and evidence

to monitor birds in your municipality such as
t, of efforts to engage community members in these
programs. Evidence of widespread engagement in

or . Public participation in these multiple projects receives 2 points.

programs is promoted on local media or social

media.

HOW CRITERIA IS MET

The Wildrose Outdoor Club conducts an annual Camrose Christmas Bird Count. The 2024 version involved
37 people participating as citizen scientists. Please see the article written for the local booster about the
Christmas Bird count: https://issuu.com/camrosebooster/docs/20250114_booster, Hvenegaard, G. 2025.
Birds of Christmas. The Camrose Booster — Second Thought. Jan 14, pg. 10.

The Wildrose Outdoor Club offers weekly bird counting walks along the Stoney Creek valley to document
bird abundance.

Members of the Camrose community conduct annual Breeding Bird Surveys in the area.

The University of Alberta — Augustana Campus offers a course (AUENYV 252 — Wildlife Diversity of
Alberta) in alternate years that requires students to participate in a citizen science project that supports
wildlife conservation. Each year about 30-40 students complete such a project, that involves citizen science
for North Saw-whet Owl banding, iNaturalist, Project Feederwatch, Camrose Christmas Bird Count, eBird,
and many more.

Points Awarded

(for completion by Nature Canada)
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https://www.birdscanada.org/bird-science/christmas-bird-count
https://www.birdscanada.org/bird-science/great-backyard-bird-count
https://feederwatch.org/
https://www.birdscanada.org/bird-science/marsh-monitoring-program
https://www.birdscanada.org/bird-science/swiftwatch
https://www.globalbirdrescue.org/

COMMUNITY OUTREACH/ EDUCATION

SCORING

ALL LEVELS MUST DO 3.1

ENTRY

5 points from at least 3 categories

INTERMEDIATE

Intermediate - 7 points from at least 5 categories.

HIGH

High — 9 points from at least 7 categories.

Points Awarded
(for completion by Nature Canada)

GRAND TOTAL

TOTAL POSSIBLE POINTS = 36

STATUS ACHIEVED EQUALS THE LOWEST LEVEL OF ALL THREE SCORED CATEGORIES.

I.E. IF A MUNICIPALITY SCORES 8 IN CATEGORY 1, 12 IN CATEGORY 2 AND 10 IN CATEGORY 3, THEY WOULD
ACHIEVE ENTRY-LEVEL CERTIFICATION BASED ON THE SCORE OF 8 IN CATEGORY 1.

Points Awarded

(for completion by Nature Canada)
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BIRD FRIENDLY TEAM

LIST OF MEMBERS, AFFILIATION AND
CONTACT INFORMATION (M-1)

CURRENT AS OF:

Our Bird Friendly Team includes

-Glen Hvenegaard (Professor, University of Alberta), gth@ualberta.ca

-Richard Pattullo (Manager, Parks Department, City of Camrose), rpattullo@camrose.ca

-Wendy Blackwell (Wildrose Outdoor Club), wendyblackwell24@alberta.live

-Pam Stacey (Chair, City of Camrose Environmental Sustainability Advisory Committee),
pamjstacey@gmail.com

-Tom and Evva Tomaszewski (Camrose and District Fish and Game Association), tomevva@telus.net
-Kiera Abma (Battle River Watershed Alliance, Environmental Program Coordinator),
stewardship@battleriverwatershed.ca

-Megan Maier (Ducks Unlimited Canada, Conservation Programs Specialist), m_maier@ducks.ca
-Alfred L'Hirondelle, District 11 of the Metis Nation of Alberta, arlhirondelle@metis.org






	Text Field 87: Camrose, Alberta
	Text Field 88: February 20, 2025
	Combo Box 2: [Yes]
	Text Field 1: Yes
	Text Field 45: Our Bird Friendly Team includes
-Glen Hvenegaard (Professor, University of Alberta), gth@ualberta.ca
-Richard Pattullo (Manager, Parks Department, City of Camrose), rpattullo@camrose.ca
-Wendy Blackwell (Wildrose Outdoor Club, Camrose), wendyblackwell24@alberta.live
-Pam Stacey (Chair, City of Camrose Environmental Sustainability Advisory Committee), pamjstacey@gmail.com
-Tom and Evva Tomaszewski (Camrose and District Fish and Game Association), tomevva@telus.net
-Kiera Abma (Battle River Watershed Alliance, Camrose, Environmental Program Coordinator), stewardship@battleriverwatershed.ca
-Megan Maier (Ducks Unlimited Canada, Conservation Programs Specialist), m_maier@ducks.ca
-Alfred L’Hirondelle (District 11 of the Metis Nation of Alberta), arlhirondelle@metis.org 

Our Bird Friendly Team will be supplemented with support by members of other relevant agencies as needed.

	Combo Box 3: []
	Combo Box 5: [Yes]
	Text Field 2: Yes
	Text Field 46: Our closest Indigenous Nations are found south of Wetaskiwin. We are located in District 11 of the Metis Nation of Alberta. We have invited Alfred L’Hirondelle (Citizens’ Representative for District 11) to participate in our committee. He has accepted our invitation. The City of Camrose has a Territorial Acknowledgment statement: "The City of Camrose is a Municipality located on Treaty 6 territory, the traditional lands of the Indigenous and the Métis People. For as long as the sun shines, the rivers flow, and the grass grows, this land will be recognized as Treaty 6 Territory."

The City of Camrose does not have a policy on Indigenous relations.
	Combo Box 4: []
	Combo Box 6: [Yes]
	Text Field 3: Yes
	Text Field 47: Please see our attached letter of support from our Parks Director, Richard Pattullo, and endorsed by the Camrose City Council.
	Combo Box 7: [In Progress]
	Text Field 4: Future
	Text Field 48: Our Bird Friendly Team is committed to reporting back to City Council each year and to providing an Annual Report Card to Nature Canada on the status of our Bird Friendly City activities.
	Combo Box 8: [In Progress]
	Text Field 5: Future
	Text Field 49: Our Bird Friendly Team will review our BF status after 2 years, consider areas on which to improve, and consider an application to renew our BF status.
	Combo Box 9: [Yes]
	Text Field 93: Yes
	Text Field 50: We will be holding the Camrose Bird Festival on June 14, 2025 to celebrate World Migratory Bird Day. Previous versions of this event have been called the Camrose Purple Martin Festival, but we anticipate broadening the scope of the festival with our goals to celebrate, educate, and conserve all birds, with a focus on Purple Martins. Once our planning is at the correct stage, we will post our event on the World Migratory Bird Day Canada webpage.
https://www.facebook.com/CamrosePurpleMartinFestival

In addition, we will be holding a May Species Count in Camrose on May 24-25, 2025, in support of the Edmonton Nature Club's effort, as another way to celebrate World Migratory Bird Day.

	Combo Box 10: [In Progress]
	Text Field 6: Future
	Text Field 51: Following certification as a BFC, we will develop a web presence about the BFC program as part of the City of Camrose website.

Already, we have had two news articles cover our effort to nominate Camrose as a BFC. Please see attached articles, labeled M7.
1. Shaikh, A. (2025). What becoming a bird friendly city means. The Camrose Booster, January 28, pg. 8. https://issuu.com/camrosebooster/docs/20250128_booster#:~:text=The%20City%20of%20Camrose%20is,make%20the%20City%20bird%20friendly.&text=Camrose%20is%20home%20to%20a,soon%20as%20the%20sun%20rises.

2. Bowling, E. (2025). Camrose preparing bid to become bird-friendly city. Pipestone Flyer, February 14, https://www.pipestoneflyer.ca/local-news/camrose-preparing-bid-to-become-bird-friendly-city-7823391

	Text Field 94: 0
	Text Field 52: The  City of Camrose does not have a no roam bylaw regarding owned or unowned cats. The city introduced a no roam bylaw several years ago, but did not approve the bylaw because the city lacked capacity to enforce it. 

There is information on the City of Camrose website regarding the benefits of keeping your cat safe indoors. 
https://www.camrose.ca/en/living-here/animal-services.aspx#Cat-Information

We have published an article in the local newspaper (Camrose Booster) about bird population trends, with a focus on causes, solutions, and the benefits of keeping cats indoors and the benefits it has for wildlife, especially birds. (Hvenegaard, G. 2025. Where have all the birds gone? Camrose Booster, Apr 2, pg. 18. https://issuu.com/camrosebooster/docs/20240402_booster)

On the upcoming BFC Camrose website, we will provide links to pamphlets such as this one produced by Nature Canada. In addition, we will share this pamphlet with participants at the bird festival in June of each year:(https://naturecanada.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Keep-Cats-Safe-and-Save-Bird-Lives-KMR2.0-TC-AA.pdf)

In the two years with BFC status, we will research cat no-roam bylaws in other jurisdictions, draft a no-roam bylaw for Camrose, and test for interest among city staff and city councilors. 

	Text Field 8: 1
	Text Field 53: There is information on the City of Camrose website regarding the benefits of keeping your cat safe indoors. 
https://www.camrose.ca/en/living-here/animal-services.aspx#Cat-Information

We have published an article in the local newspaper (Camrose Booster) about bird population trends, with a focus on causes, solutions, and the benefits of keeping cats indoors and the benefits it has for wildlife, especially birds. (Hvenegaard, G. 2025. Where have all the birds gone? Camrose Booster, Apr 2, pg. 18. https://issuu.com/camrosebooster/docs/20240402_booster)

On the upcoming BFC Camrose website, we will provide links to pamphlets such as this one produced by Nature Canada. In addition, we will share this pamphlet with participants at the bird festival in June of each year:(https://naturecanada.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Keep-Cats-Safe-and-Save-Bird-Lives-KMR2.0-TC-AA.pdf)
	Text Field 7: 0
	Text Field 54: There is information on the City of Camrose website regarding the benefits of keeping your cat safe indoors: 
https://www.camrose.ca/en/living-here/animal-services.aspx#Cat-Information
For example, the website recommends, “if you see a healthy cat roaming, leave them alone as they are probably outdoor cats or cats that have escaped and will return home." 

There are 2 animal shelters in Camrose to which unowned cats can be brought if captured, but the shelters have limited space for such animals. Both animal shelters collect information about trends in cats entering and leaving the shelters; the numbers are increasing steadily since the rapid rate of kitten adoption during COVID. The Camrose animal alliance Rescue Society (www.caars.ca) has conducted a trap-neuter-return project for cats in areas highly populated with feral or escaped cats.

In the two years with BFC status, we will research unowned cat bylaws in other jurisdiction, draft an unowned bylaw for Camrose, and test for interest among city staff and city councilors. 

The city does not have enough animal enforcement staff to focus on feral cat capture and removal. The City has a single bylaw enforcement officer.

	Text Field 89: 0
	Text Field 90: There are currently no programs in effect by City of Camrose staff to monitor the current population of owned and unowned roaming cats. 

We have inquired with the two animal shelters within Camrose about their efforts to collect data regarding the number of roaming cats in Camrose based on the number of cats brought into the animal shelter. The Camrose & Area Animal Shelter Society keeps records of the number of cats that are taken off the street or surrendered. These numbers have increased since COVID after many kittens were adopted and released, thus requiring additional rescues. Any adopters must sign a contract that states that their adopted cats will remain indoors only, or if going outdoors, they must be on a leash or in a catio-type structure. They have a maximum of 75 spots available in their shelter at one time.

The Camrose Animal Alliance Rescue Society focuses on feral cats that people bring in. They do not hold cats, but find cats a foster family until a permanent home can be found. Their numbers are also increasing since COVID. This society has conducted some trap-neuter-release programs to reduce the chance for more feral cats to be born.

We will work with our local university (University of Alberta, Augustana Campus) to create a Community Service Learning (CSL) placement to create and a support a monitoring program for roaming cats that can provide ongoing baseline information to determine trends. 

	Text Field 9: 0
	Text Field 55: There is currently no city policy regarding the development and implementation of bird-friendly design standards for municipal buildings.

We have added data to the the Bird-Friendly Buildings Survey as shared by Nature Canada (location data, characteristics, and photo). For residents of the buildings added to the database, we will encourage tracking of bird collisions for adding to the database.

We will investigate how the BirdSafe program could be applied to Camrose (eg. window tape/stickers, or window films; new municipal buildings with acid-etched patterns and opaque/frosted glass; grills, shutters, exterior shades, or perforated aluminium panels (https://birdsafe.ca/window-options/).

There is currently no baseline or tracking system regarding the number of municipal window collisions with birds. However, we will investigate how to gather data from businesses regarding the number of bird deaths in their area. 

In the first 2 years with BFC status, we will investigate standards for bird-friendly designs for new and existing municipal buildings and the possibility of requiring bird-friendly windows to prevent collisions. As well, in the first two years with BFC status, we will investigate potential for a tracking system to be implemented to track the collision numbers. We might do this by creating a Community Service-Learning partnership with the University of Alberta to create this tracking system. 


	Text Field 10: 1
	Text Field 56: We will share educational materials such as pamphlets, letters, and news articles regarding the effects of window collisions on bird populations and how to prevent these collisions using the measures mentioned in the previous section. We will distribute these materials on our BFC-Camrose website, at our bird festival, and through our networks (email lists, Facebook, Instagram). Our committee is already receiving requests from Camrose residents for recommended window collision prevent strategies.

In addition, there is evidence of some private buildings adopting practices to prevent window collisions with birds. See photos. We have added this building to the Bird Friendly Buildings Survey, along with photos.

There is currently no baseline or Track system regarding the number of private window collisions with birds. However, we will encourage interested residents (especially those adding data to the Bird-Friendly Buildings Survey) to collect and submit window collision data.

In the first two years with BFC status, we will investigate potential for a tracking system to be implemented to track the collision numbers. We might do this by creating a Community Service-Learning partnership with the University of Alberta to create this tracking system. 


	Text Field 13: 1
	Text Field 59: The Camrose Municipal Development Plan (containing policies that address future land use) has a policy (4.3.1.10) that states that “The City should promote strategies that reduce light pollution and preserve natural darkness through dark sky lighting principles.” https://www.camrose.ca/en/your-government/studies-and-plans.aspx#Municipal-Development-Plan

Through procurement and best practices, the street lights within Camrose all have covers on them to make the lights shine down to the ground and prevent the light from being shined into the sky, reducing light pollution. In 2016-27, the city had 2,325 lights owned by Fortis (the electrical provider). Of these 2,256 were converted to LED, and 69 remained HPS. This resulted in a substantial reduction in electricity consumption and greenhouse gas production.

See attached photos.
	Text Field 14: 1
	Text Field 60: Camrose is located about 30 km southeast of the Beaver Hills Dark Sky Preserve. (https://www.rasc.ca/lpa/beaver-hills). Members of the Dark sky Preserve promote appreciate of the dark sky and encourage the reduction of light pollution,  Members of our committee, members of community in Camrose , and members of the research community regularly participate in activities in the Dark Sky Preserve (eg. attend star-gazing events at the Hesje Observatory, conduct research on dark sky tourism, and promote other dark sky initiatives. The University of Alberta - Augustana Campus regularly offers drop-in nights for the Camrose community to participate in night sky educational events at the Hesje Observatory (https://www.ualberta.ca/en/augustana/research/centres/amlrs/observatory/index.html).

We recently wrote an article in the Nature Alberta Magazine (Hvenegaard, G. 2024. Defending the dark sky. Nature Alberta 54(2): 14-17) that describes threats to the dark sky and solutions to maintaining dark skies. https://naturealberta.ca/defending-the-dark-sky/ and https://online.fliphtml5.com/olrxh/pshz/#p=16

In the first two years of BFC status, we will share educational materials about reducing light pollution on our website, at our bird festival, in local newspapers, and on Facebook and Instagram.
	Text Field 16: 0
	Text Field 62: The City of Camrose does not have a specific Municipal policy regarding pesticide use, but instead, they follow the federal policies. However, Camrose tries to limit its use of pesticides and only uses them when needed. 

The City of Camrose makes sure they have a pesticide license for residential use as well as to use natural pest control, such as mowing dandelions. 

We will work toward proposing a policy or bylaw restricting or banning the use of cosmetic pesticides. 

The Camrose Municipal Development Plan (containing policies that address future land use) has a policy (4.3.1.8) states that “The City should promote and support the preservation and integration of natural areas and vegetation into the community, including, but not limited to, water, vegetation, soil, wildlife habitat, air and biodiversity.” https://www.camrose.ca/en/your-government/studies-and-plans.aspx#Municipal-Development-Plan 

In practice, according to an email by the cityi Parks Director, "We use a small amount of Roundup that we apply ourselves, both Dean and I have our pesticide license. It is only used on some annual flower beds and around the ball diamond back drops. The county does spray our soccer pitches for dandelions once a year and they spray for noxious weeds as per legislation. We don’t use insecticides, if we have an infestation on trees we spray with ordinary soap which is environmentally safe. We use the Integrated Pest Management approach so we use very little pesticides in our municipality." See attached email.

	Text Field 18: 0
	Text Field 64: See 1.4A.

In addition, The City of Camrose does not have a specific Municipal policy regarding pesticide use for insects, instead, they follow the federal policies. They also do not use pesticides to control insects. 

The Greenspace Master Plan, https://www.camrose.ca/en/your-government/studies-and-plans.aspx#Green-Space-Master-Plan, section  4.5.6 addresses Weed, Pest and Invasive Species Management. “Weeds, pests and other invasive species exist throughout Alberta, and are usually present in most Green Space Systems. Camrose is no different, and has seen its fair share of outbreaks and issues throughout the past decade. The City currently has a number of procedures in place for application of pesticides to help manage weeds and pests, which meet the strict standards established by Health Canada and Alberta Environmental Protection. Special care and attention is considered in all applications. The risks posed by weeds, pests and invasive species are significant, and require a stringent program to ensure safety and health of the public, wildlife and the environment.”

Objectives – Weed, Pest and Invasive Species Management 
● Ensure that weeds, pests and invasive species are managed appropriately in all City green spaces. 
● Ensure that any weed, pest and invasive species management undertaken in Natural Areas and / or Environmentally Sensitive Areas (to be identified in the future by the ESA Management Plan), is done is a sensitive manner. 
Policies – Weed, Pest and Invasive Species Management 
● The City will strive to manage all weeds, pests and invasive species in an appropriate and timely fashion.
Priority Actions – Weed, Pest and Invasive Species Management 
● In the short term, the City should continue to manage weeds, pests and invasive species carefully and while following all Health Canada and Alberta Environmental Protection regulations. 
● In the medium term, the City should conduct a map inventory of invasive plants within City green spaces, and identify priority sites for removal and restoration. The City should also promote public education around weeds, pests and invasive species through workshops, invasive plant pulls, restoration planting, and annual funding. 
● In the long term, the City may wish to develop an Invasive Species Management Program for invasive plant species that may threaten the viability of ecosystems and species of significant conservation value.

In practice, the City Parks Department does not use insecticides and uses pesticides only as required provincially or federally for “Noxious Weeds”. See the attached email message from the Parks Director.

The Municipal Tree Care Policy (https://www.camrose.ca/en/your-government/policies.aspx#Municipal-Tree-Care-Policy), section 4.5.5 states “Pesticide spraying of any City of Camrose trees will be at the discretion of the Parks Director. Spraying of any insecticide will only take place if it is deemed the only alternative.”



	Text Field 91: 1
	Text Field 92: There is evidence of strong organic and ecological farms near Camrose. For example, 
-Grey Arrow Farm CSA: organic farms (https://greyarrowfarm.ca) - See photo attached.
-Sunworks Farm: Local organic ethical meat products (https://sunworksfarm.com)
-Lazuli Farms: All natural non-toxic skincare made with nourish fats and all-natural ingredients (https://lazulifarms.com)
-Glean Microgreens: providing beautiful, healthy and delicious elite produce for chefs, artisans and your family. Encouraging liberty by teaching and sharing how to sustainably embrace the blessings God provides us" (www.gleanfarm.ca).
-Coen Farm: provide nutrient-dense food, and permaculture education to regenerate the planet and its people (www.coenfarm.ca)
-Irvings Farm Fresh: free-range Berkshire pigs - delicious, nutritious, free range  and locally sourced pork to support your local small scale farmer (www.irvingsfarmfresh.com)

	Text Field 17: 1
	Text Field 63: The City of Camrose’s Procurement Policy specifically addresses plastics: (https://www.camrose.ca/en/your-government/policies.aspx#Procurement-Policy):
4.2. Sustainability
4.2.1. Wherever practically and economically feasible, the procurement
procedures and practices shall prioritize the expanded use of environmentally and ethically preferred Goods and Services.
4.2.2. The City shall use best efforts to ensure that the procurement of meals and
snacks for City organized events minimizes the use of Single Use Plastics with respect to food packaging and food service.
4.2.3. Wherever practicable, City facilities will avoid the use of disposable Single
Use Plastic and Styrofoam for food related uses, and consider Reusables as an alternative.

The City of Camrose is also converting its landfill to a transfer station to reduce the amount of plastic within Camrose.  

Many businesses and residences in Camrose already reduce the use of single-use plastic. For example, the United Church, among other groups, conducts an annual litter cleanup, involving 10-20 people. The City's summer staff, involving 20-30 people, also runs an annual garbage cleanup.
	Text Field 19: 1
	Text Field 65: The City of Camrose has a speed limit of 50 kmh in areas where no speed limit is posted. The ring road around Camrose has a speed limit of 80 kmh in some places, but that is lowered to 60 kmh in areas crossing wildlife corridors (eg. across the Stoney Creek Park on the south side of the city). Please see attached photos.

The City of Camrose has a public bus system to reduce the number of cars on the roads.  

In the first two years with BFC status, we will investigate the possibility of modifying speed limits and posting wildlife signs in other areas with important habitat. 



	Text Field 20: 1
	Text Field 66: Regarding dogs on leash, the City of Camrose has a winter dog park located at the fenced-in golf course and a summer off-leash dog park located at the Stoney Creek Valley. There is an all-season fenced-in off-leash dog park area located behind the Staples store.

The city of Camrose has a Dog Control Bylaw stating a dog has to be on a leash if they are not in a designated off-leash area or on their own property (Section 22). https://www.camrose.ca/en/your-government/bylaws.aspx#Dog-Control-Bylaw. Please see the attached photos of on-leash rules. See attached photos. 

Along the Stoney Creek (with important bird habitat), the Rotary Pavilion has posted signs that celebrate the abundance, uniqueness, and ecology of birds in the valley. https://camroserotary.ca/pavilion-project . There are additional signs that recognize clubs that help protected wildlife habitat and suggest ways that citizens can also minimize disturbance to birds. 

	Text Field 21: 8
	Text Field 22: 2
	Text Field 67: Regarding nature protection, the City of Camrose has a Green Space Master Plan that describes the area devoted to current green spaces and natural areas (pg. 11), as well as plans for future green spaces. The details are found at: (https://www.camrose.ca/en/your-government/resources/Documents/Green-Space-Master-Plan.pdf). The Green Space Master Plan has been implemented since 2014. The plan (section 3.4) identifies gaps in the current system, and sets targets for new greenspaces and links between greenspaces. Please see the attached photos.

In addition, the Municipal Development indicates that the city “should maintain and, where possible, acquire ownership of Environmentally Sensitive Areas… and should maintain a current inventory of Environmentally Sensitive Areas.” (Section 4.3.2.2). The city should also “support the protection, restoration and enhancement of wildlife habitats and movement corridors” (Section 4.3.2.1).

Camrose currently has several parks and green spaces (eg. Jubilee Park and Four Season Rotary Park) that help promote biological diversity.

We propose making specific policies to further protect and restore the biological diversity within these parks. 

Regarding nature protection and resiliency, the Green Space Master Plan
(https://www.camrose.ca/en/your-government/resources/Documents/Green-Space-Master-Plan.pdf, pg. 40) sets a goal (#5) to Conserve Camrose’s Natural Heritage 
a. Protect Environmentally Significant Areas (ESAs) – Include ESAs (both designated and yet to be designated) such as steep slopes, Stoney Creek and its associated valleys, Mirror Lake, wildlife habitat and urban wildlife corridors in the Future Green Space System. 
b. Protect the urban forest – Ensure that the urban forest is identified, valued and properly managed within the Green Space System. 
c. Identify development setbacks – Identify appropriate development setbacks from aspects of the Green Space System, with emphasis on top of valley development.

The same plan sets a goal to connect existing green spaces in the park system.

In addition, the 2024 Municipal Development Plan (section 3.2.1) sets several parks goals:
3.2.1.3: the city shall require the designation of future parks and trails during the Area Structure Plan phase
3.2.1.4: The City shall ensure new Area Structure Plans and subdivision applications incorporate and enhance environmentally sensitive areas by planning open spaces, urban forests and trails to provide quality recreational opportunities.

Supporting Actions include "The City should maintain and regularly update the Green Space Master Plan …."

In addition, the next section (3.2.2) indicates that:
3.2.2.1: The City shall require the maximum dedication of Municipal Reserve land as allowed under the Municipal Government Act.
3.2.2.3: The City shall ensure the protection of lands in the floodplain, in all new areas of Camrose, through various mechanisms, such as dedication as Environmental Reserve.

Regarding climate change resilience, the City’s 2023 Climate Vulnerability and Risk Assessment (https://www.camrose.ca/en/your-government/studies-and-plans.aspx#Climate-Vulnerability-and-Risk-Assessment) represents the City’s strategy to address the impacts of climate change. The scope of the project (pg. iv) is to “develop an understanding of climate vulnerabilities and risks to the City of Camrose’s (the City) infrastructure using the Public Infrastructure Engineering Vulnerability Committee (PIEVC) Protocol, developed by Engineers Canada; specifically, the High-Level Screening Tool.”

In addition, the climate solutions identified many nature-based solutions that involve, for example, water storage and parks. The Assessment recognizes (pg. 6-1) that parks are “important for recreational activities, physical and mental wellbeing, to promote environmental responsibility, and reduce heat island effect within urban areas, but not critical infrastructure.” 

In the Municipal Development Plan (section 4.3.1.6), the “City should prevent unauthorized drainage of surface runoff and the unauthorized alteration of watercourses to protect the natural environment.” 

Similarly, Section 4.3.1.8 states that the City should promote and support the preservation and integration of natural areas and vegetation into the community, including, but not limited to, water, vegetation, soil, wildlife habitat, air and biodiversity.”

In Section 4.3.1.13, the City “should promote low impact development principles that reduce stormwater runoff and promote infiltration, including, but not limited to, green roofs or walls, xeroscaping permeable pavement, rain gardens, and bioswales.”

The Camrose Wildlife Stewardship Society (https://www.facebook.com/CamroseWildlife)  in partnership with the City’s parks department (https://www.camrose.ca/en/recreation-and-leisure/wildlife-and-greenspace-stewardship.aspx) and the Camrose Environmental Sustainability Advisory Committee (https://www.camrose.ca/en/your-government/committees-and-boards.aspx?_mid_=45525#Camrose-Environmental-Sustainability-Advisory-Committee-formally-known-as-the-Camrose-Green-Action-Committee) have implemented several tree-planting projects to sequester carbon, mitigate the urban heat island, and provide bird habitat 

The 2024 Municipal Development Plan recognizes Climate Change as a key driver for future planning (pg. 9 in https://www.camrose.ca/en/your-government/resources/Documents/Green-Space-Master-Plan.pdf.   



	Text Field 25: 1
	Text Field 70: The City of Camrose has a policy regarding Municipal Tree Care. There are to be trees planted around Camrose for new developments and damaged trees will be replaced. Municipal Tree Care Policy (https://www.camrose.ca/en/your-government/policies.aspx?_mid_=960#Municipal-Tree-Care-Policy)

Dr. Greg King, a University Of Alberta Augustana professor, conducts inventories and long-term monitoring of tree urban surveys in Camrose to determine numbers, densities, and trends over time. Together with Dr. Glen Hvenegaard, they are conducting research on the factors that shape private landowners’ decisions (eg. attitudes, knowledge, demographics, barriers) to plant and remove trees. The city can use this information to develop policies to increase the number of trees in the city. https://apps.ualberta.ca/directory/person/gking and https://issuu.com/uofa_augustana/docs/2020_r2c_2020-06-18/s/10755210

	Text Field 26: 0
	Text Field 71: The City of Camrose has a policy restricting citizens of Camrose from removing any trees within the city of Camrose on public land. As well, if any trees on private land are interfering with public land, it is to be fixed.  This policy and bylaw applies only to trees on municipal land. Private landowners do not need a permit to cut down trees on their own land.

-Municipal Tree Care Policy (https://www.camrose.ca/en/your-government/policies.aspx#Municipal-Tree-Care-Policy) 
-Land Use Bylaw and Land Use District Map (https://www.camrose.ca/en/your-government/bylaws.aspx#Land-Use-Bylaw)

Dr. Greg King, a University Of Alberta Augustana professor, conducts inventories and long-term monitoring of tree urban surveys in Camrose to determine numbers, densities, and trends over time. Together with Dr. Glen Hvenegaard, they are conducting research on the factors that shape private landowners’ decisions to plant and remove trees. The city can use this information to develop policies to increase the number of trees in the city. https://issuu.com/uofa_augustana/docs/2020_r2c_2020-06-18/s/10755210

The City of Camrose does not have a policy regarding snags, but the City does not remove any snags unless they are jeopardizing the public.  We plan to evaluate policies from other jurisdictions and then create a policy to be considered for the City of Camrose. 

	Text Field 27: 1
	Text Field 72: City employees follow provincial and federal policies and guidelines regarding habitat changes for breeding birds: eg.
-https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/e269aad8-3664-402a-b7cb-77abe89e9617/resource/6195d2d4-9f7d-43e5-ada5-81a8210fae38/download/3054250-2011-recommended-land-use-guidelines-protection-wildlife-species-habitat.pdf
-https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/avoiding-harm-migratory-birds/reduce-risk-migratory-birds.html#toc1

Landscaping staff and arborists should also follow these policies and guidelines.

There is no specific city policy or bylaw regarding vegetation management, but the tree care policy has some details about the restriction of vegetation removal. 

However, municipal employees involved in habitat management make sure they are not harming breeding birds or their habitat. 

Municipal Tree Care Policy (https://www.camrose.ca/en/your-government/policies.aspx?_mid_=960#Municipal-Tree-Care-Policy)

Land Use Bylaw and Land Use District Map (https://www.camrose.ca/en/your-government/bylaws.aspx#Land-Use-Bylaw)
https://www.camrose.ca/en/living-here/resources/Documents/Maps/1Landuse2019_January.pdf


	Text Field 28: 0
	Text Field 73: Regarding buffers, city employees follow provincial and federal policies and guidelines regarding habitat changes for breeding birds: eg.
-This document outlines buffers needed for species at risk: https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/e269aad8-3664-402a-b7cb-77abe89e9617/resource/6195d2d4-9f7d-43e5-ada5-81a8210fae38/download/3054250-2011-recommended-land-use-guidelines-protection-wildlife-species-habitat.pdf

City staff protect vegetation along watercourses in the city to prevent water contamination, reduce erosion, and to provide natural wildlife habitat. 


	Text Field 24: 1
	Text Field 69: Camrose does not have an IBA within the city, but the Miquelon Lake IBA (30 km northwest) and the Wavy Lake (61 km southeast) are nearby. The caretaker for Miquelon Lake is the staff group from Miquelon Lake Provincial Park. The caretaker for Wavy Lake is the staff group from the Battle River Watershed Alliance. 
	Text Field 23: 0
	Text Field 68: Within The Land Use Bylaw https://www.camrose.ca/en/your-government/bylaws.aspx#Land-Use-Bylaw), the City of Camrose has landscaping requirements for planting or retaining trees shrubs. Some requirements indicate a preference for native flora. 

The City has developed an educational component on its website to promote naturalization on municipal lands (https://www.camrose.ca/en/living-here/be-prepared.aspx#Naturalization). The website indicates benefits, common misconceptions, and practical types for naturalizing municipal lands.

The Municipal Development Plan (https://www.camrose.ca/en/your-government/studies-and-plans.aspx#Municipal-Development-Plan) indicates that the “The city should utilize beneficial management practices for the planning, maintenance, and retention of native species” (section 4.3). As well, the city “should monitor and manage non-native species and invasive species that pose a threat to native biodiversity.” (section 4.3)

	Text Field 29: 1
	Text Field 74: Within The Land Use Bylaw (https://www.camrose.ca/en/your-government/bylaws.aspx#Land-Use-Bylaw), The City of Camrose has requirements about landscaping and the flora that should be planted for industrial and residential. This includes the number of trees that need to be planted depending on the building type. 

The City has developed an educational component on its website to promote naturalization on municipal lands (https://www.camrose.ca/en/living-here/be-prepared.aspx#Naturalization). The website indicates benefits, common misconceptions, and practical types for naturalizing private properties.

There are a few local pollinator gardening groups or native gardening groups, including
-Rotary pollinator garden: https://camroserotary.ca/pollinators, https://camroserotary.ca/rotary-parks 
-Camrose Railway pollinator garden http://canadiannorthern.ca/camrose/

	Text Field 30: 1
	Text Field 75: The City of Camrose has a few stewardship projects to help improve/increase breeding or stopover habitats. One of these projects supports houses for Purple Martin, a declining aerial insectivore, still found in good numbers in the city. (https://www.camrose.ca/en/recreation-and-leisure/purple-martins.aspx). The Camrose Wildlife Stewardship Society erects purple martin houses, attracts landlords to take care of these houses, conducts an annual population census, and educates Camrose residents about the benefits of birds. 

We have also conducted research on which locations and stewardship practices work best for purple martins:
https://doi-org.login.ezproxy.library.ualberta.ca/10.1002/wsb.1161
https://doi-org.login.ezproxy.library.ualberta.ca/10.1002/wsb.1247

In addition, various groups have built birdhouses for several other species of cavity-nesting birds, including house wrens, nuthatches, and tree swallows throughout the park system on public land. For example, the Wildrose Outdoor Club is planning to build and put up 50 nest boxes for birds, as part of their 25th anniversary. These efforts support the goals identified by the Bird Conservation Regions. See the attached photos. Other residents have placed nesting and resting platforms on some of the publicly-owned waterbodies within Camrose. In addition, many private landowners have erected nest boxes for cavity-nesting birds.

The city's efforts as naturalization will have benefits for many species of birds, once these areas mature.


	Text Field 33: 7
	Text Field 34: 3
	Text Field 78: There are numerous existing extra-curricular groups, programs and activities for children of all ages in Camrose. 

The Battle River Watershed Alliance offers school field trips on the following topics: (https://www.battleriverwatershed.ca/youth-programs/) 
- Discover Your Wetland: Youth are taken to local wetlands to explore, and engage with natural systems. 
- Waste in our Watershed Tour: Youth are taken to local water treatment plants, landfills, and recycling depots to learn about consumption, waste, recycling practices and contaminants. 
- Habitat Tour : An interactive day where children explore local microclimates, discussing themes regarding endangered species, native species, climate change implications and the complexities of ecosystems
- Yellow Fish Road: Program that teaches youth the importance of preventing pollutants from entering storm drains, and the implications it has on watersheds, water quality and aquatic habitat.
Scouts Canada: The 6th Camrose Traditional Scouting group provides opportunities for youth to engage and learn about the natural environment

Girl Guides of Canada: The Camrose Girl Guides group empowers young girls and provide the opportunity to engage and learn about the natural environment

The BGC (Boys and Girls Club): has offered nature and environmental stewardship events through a partnership with the Community Service-Learning unit at the University of Alberta – Augustana Campus.

The University of Alberta - Augustana Campus and the BRWA: have teamed up to provide a Science/Nature/Sports camp for one week in 2025 for children aged 9-11 years old.

The City of Camrose Parks Department and the Camrose Wildlife Stewardship Society have teamed up to offer environmental stewardship and educational programs each Thursday night at the Stoney Creek Centre.

In total, these programs have accommodated hundreds of students each year. 

The previous BRWA Magpie Nature Camp and the future BRWA/Augustana sports/science camp will offer 2 scholarships for underprivileged children to participate in the camp for free. -https://www.battleriverwatershed.ca/event/magpie-camp/ 
-https://www.ualberta.ca/en/sport-system/summer-camps/science-sportskills-combo.html

There are no existing programs within Camrose for a youth-specific and bird-related event, however, we suggest that there could be potential for a CSL placement with the city to help organize a program. 

The Wildrose Outdoor Club sponsors the annual Camrose Christmas Bird Count which invites families and children. 

Regarding university-aged youth, in collaboration with the Camrose Wildlife Stewardship Society, the University of Alberta – Augustana Campus has erected an 8-compartment Purple Martin nesting colony.

The University of Alberta – Augustana Campus has a student club called the Wildlife Club. This club engages in education and stewardship events to support wildlife-friendly practices, citizen science, and increased awareness.

The University of Alberta – Augustana Campus offers a course (AUENV 252 – Wildlife Diversity of Alberta) that requires students to participate in a citizen science project that supports wildlife conservation. 




	Text Field 35: 1
	Text Field 79: The City of Camrose website currently lists ways to help birds:
-Purple Martins: https://www.camrose.ca/en/recreation-and-leisure/purple-martins.aspx
-Camrose Wildlife and Greenspace Stewardship: https://www.camrose.ca/en/recreation-and-leisure/wildlife-and-greenspace-stewardship.aspx
-Trees for Camrose: https://www.camrose.ca/en/living-here/sustainable-camrose.aspx#Trees-for-Camrose 
-The Importance of Pollinators and the Importance of You: https://www.camrose.ca/en/living-here/sustainable-camrose.aspx#The-Importance-of-Pollinators-and-the-Importance-of-You 

Once designated as a BFC, the city will host a website that will share links that inform the public of ways to help birds, such as links to the Bird Safe Website: https://birdsafe.ca/window-options/, https://birdsafe.ca/design-standards/, and https://birdsafe.ca/lighting/

We will also make links to other bird-friendly information sites, including the University of British Columbia 
https://planning.ubc.ca/sites/default/files/2019-11/GUIDELINES_UBC_Green_Building_Action_BirdFriendlyDesign.pdf 
- UBC bird-friendly design guidelines for buildings 
> Tons of useful diagrams, photos, illustrations 

https://www.birdscanada.org/you-can-help/be-a-bird-savvy-consumer 
- Bird friendly consumer choices 

https://www.birdconservancy.org/get-involved/live-bird-friendly/7_simple_ways/ 
- Bird friendly home and lifestyle choices 

	Text Field 36: 1
	Text Field 83: Along the Stoney Creek (with important bird habitat), the Rotary Pavilion has posted signs that celebrate the abundance, uniqueness, and ecology of birds in the valley. https://camroserotary.ca/birds-of-stoney-creek.

There are additional signs that recognize clubs that help protected wildlife habitat and suggest ways that citizens can also minimize disturbance to birds.
https://camroserotary.ca/stoney-creek-watershed-1 
https://camroserotary.ca/pollinators 
Camrose Wildlife Stewardship Society has posted a sign that describes the natural history characteristics of Purple Martins.

The city of Camrose has posted signed on the perimeter of the city about its efforts at naturalization and the benefits to wildlife and the environment. Please see the photo examples attached.

	Text Field 37: 1
	Text Field 80: There is a large park system within Camrose, along the Stoney Creek Valley, that is accessible to citizens of Camrose, from various locations throughout the city. The system has paved trails, informational signs about wildlife, viewpoints, sitting areas, and an information source at the Bill Fowler Centre. There are access points via the city's free public transit system (runs hourly 5 days/wk) for people without a vehicle. In addition, the paved portions of the trails are accessible to folks with disabilities. These trails are cleared of snow in the winter.

We have a document called “Birding and Nature Hotspots around Camrose”: https://www.yumpu.com/en/document/view/32151660/birding-and-nature-hotspots-around-camrose-tourism-camrose 

Tourism Camrose has a link entitled “Bird Watching” that highlights places to watch birds and a bird watching checklist: https://www.tourismcamrose.com/birdwatching 
 
We estimate that hundreds of people engage in natural area activities because of these signs.
	Text Field 38: 0
	Text Field 82: Various businesses in Camrose undertake bird-friendly practices:
- Fika: Reusable mugs, biodegradable cups https://www.facebook.com/FIKACoffeeCamrose/about?locale=fo_FO 
- Monica’s: Biodegradable cups/plates https://www.ualberta.ca/en/augustana/student-life/dining/the-cafe.html 
- Augsutana Campus of the U of Alberta: https://www.ualberta.ca/en/the-quad/2017/02/creating-a-culture-of-environmental-sustainability-augustana-chaplaincy.html 
- https://www.ualberta.ca/en/augustana/news/2020/09/berta-briggs-2019-alumni-citation-award.html 
- Camrose Coffee: Biodegradable cups/plates https://www.camrosecoffee.ca/ 
- Overtime Taphouse: Reusable food containers https://www.overtimetaphouse.com/ 
- Boston Pizza: Reusable food containers https://bostonpizza.com/en/locations/camrose.html 
- Other businesses sell bird feeders, fountains, baths, and seed, and use sustainable containers, including Global Pet Foods Camrose https://globalpetfoods.com/ , PetValu https://store.petvalu.ca/location/3218/ , Peavey Mart https://www.peaveymart.com/ , Home Hardware https://www.homehardware.ca/en/store/57162 , and Bulk Barn   https://www.bulkbarn.ca/home-en/index_deals.html, https://www.bulkbarn.ca/en/Reusable-Container-Program 

	Text Field 39: 0
	Text Field 81: It is likely that the Purple Martin is the “Town Bird” for Camrose. However, we have not undertaken a specific public engagement process to select a town bird. Support for the Purple Martin comes from: 
- An annual birding festival https://www.facebook.com/CamrosePurpleMartinFestival 
- Information about purple martins on our city website: https://www.camrose.ca/en/recreation-and-leisure/purple-martins.aspx 
- A Presentation to city council to propose that Camrose be recognized as the Purple Martin Capital of western Canada.
- Research that investigates how people perceive the Purple Martin as a flagship species: Rempel, S. and G.T. Hvenegaard. 2013. Can Purple Martins be used as flagship species for wildlife conservation?. Purple Martin Update 22(3): 18-21.

Nevertheless, we will develop a contest to vote for a town bird.

	Text Field 40: 2
	Text Field 84: The Wildrose Outdoor Club conducts an annual Camrose Christmas Bird Count. The 2024 version involved 37 people participating as citizen scientists. Please see the article written for the local booster about the Christmas Bird count: https://issuu.com/camrosebooster/docs/20250114_booster, Hvenegaard, G. 2025. Birds of Christmas. The Camrose Booster – Second Thought. Jan 14, pg. 10.

The Wildrose Outdoor Club offers weekly bird counting walks along the Stoney Creek valley to document bird abundance.

Members of the Camrose community conduct annual Breeding Bird Surveys in the area.

The University of Alberta – Augustana Campus offers a course (AUENV 252 – Wildlife Diversity of Alberta) in alternate years that requires students to participate in a citizen science project that supports wildlife conservation. Each year about 30-40 students complete such a project, that involves citizen science for North Saw-whet Owl banding, iNaturalist, Project Feederwatch, Camrose Christmas Bird Count, eBird, and many more. 

	Text Field 43: 7
	Text Field 44: 22
	Text Field 86: Our Bird Friendly Team includes
-Glen Hvenegaard (Professor, University of Alberta), gth@ualberta.ca
-Richard Pattullo (Manager, Parks Department, City of Camrose), rpattullo@camrose.ca
-Wendy Blackwell (Wildrose Outdoor Club), wendyblackwell24@alberta.live
-Pam Stacey (Chair, City of Camrose Environmental Sustainability Advisory Committee), pamjstacey@gmail.com
-Tom and Evva Tomaszewski (Camrose and District Fish and Game Association), tomevva@telus.net
-Kiera Abma (Battle River Watershed Alliance, Environmental Program Coordinator), stewardship@battleriverwatershed.ca
-Megan Maier (Ducks Unlimited Canada, Conservation Programs Specialist), m_maier@ducks.ca
-Alfred L’Hirondelle, District 11 of the Metis Nation of Alberta, arlhirondelle@metis.org



