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MANDATORY 
CRITERIA
Who can apply?  The Bird Friendly City Canada Standard generally applies to cities 
with populations over 30,000. Cities (municipalities) that have populations between 
15,000 and 30,000 have the option of applying for this standard or for the small 
municipality standard. The applicant municipality must have its own elected Council 
with typical municipal powers.  

To obtain Bird Friendly status, a certain number of points must be obtained in each 
category of criteria. The level that an applicant is awarded is equivalent to the lowest 
level achieved in each of the three categories of criteria (threat reduction, habitat 
protection, restoration and climate resilience, and community outreach/education). 
Many of the criteria include evidence of a policy and evidence of implementation of the 
policy. In many cases, actions to meet a criterion are community-based (not government). 
It is a good exercise for Bird Teams during the application process to identify those 
actions that can be implemented by community members and those that require 
implementation by the municipality or some other level of government.

Generally all of the points are awarded contingent on evidence in support of the action. 
However, points can be rewarded even if the action has not been completed, as long as 
there is strong evidence that a process to implement or complete the action is underway.

https://naturecanada.ca/defend-nature/how-you-help-us-take-action/bfc/resources/small-municipality-criteria/
https://naturecanada.ca/defend-nature/how-you-help-us-take-action/bfc/resources/small-municipality-criteria/
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

MANDATORY CRITERIA

DESCRIPTION
Establish a Bird City Team (standing committee) to 

drive the project forward.  Try to ensure that your 

team represents different perspectives and has a 

liaison with the municipality.

SCORING INDICATORS
Provide a list of the bird team 

members, affiliations and con-

tact information.

M-1 – ESTABLISHMENT OF BIRD TEAM

Criteria Complete or Undertaken to 
Complete?

Confirmed by Scoring Committee as 
having met Standard? 
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

MANDATORY CRITERIA

DESCRIPTION
We recognize that all of Canada is still within the 

traditional territory or unceded territory of Indigenous 

Peoples. Through respect of this fact, and the inherent 

rights of Indigenous Peoples, an Indigenous perspec-

tive should be included in this program if possible. 

We encourage prospective applicant bird teams to 

seek this perspective as is possible. Bird teams must 

identify the Indigenous traditional territory (ies) of the 

municipality and invite it/them to participate in the 

initiative.

SCORING INDICATORS
Provide the name of the relevant 

Indigenous Nation(s) and report 

on the outcome of an invitation 

to participate in the initiative. 

Reporting on progress of having 

an Indigenous perspective 

on the Bird Team is an annual 

requirement. 

M-2:  INDIGENOUS PEOPLES, LAND AND INCLUSION

Criteria Complete or Undertaken to 
Complete?

Confirmed by Scoring Committee as 
having met Standard? 
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

MANDATORY CRITERIA

DESCRIPTION
Pass a council resolution nominating or supporting 

your municipality’s efforts to be a Bird Friendly City 

OR a letter of support from a high-ranking city official 

(latter only applies to entry level).

SCORING INDICATORS
Willingness to pass council resolution 

within the first year of certification OR 

a letter of support for the certification 

program from a high-ranking city official 

(mayor, CEO, etc.). Intermediate and High 

status require a Council resolution. 

M-3:  FORMAL MUNICIPAL SUPPORT

Criteria Complete or Undertaken to 
Complete?

Confirmed by Scoring Committee as 
having met Standard? 



5  

HOW CRITERIA IS MET

 

MANDATORY CRITERIA

DESCRIPTION
Once your municipality has been accorded Bird 

Friendly City status, the Bird Team must provide an 

annual report card on activities related to your Bird 

Friendly City status. Download Report cards from 

the Bird Friendly City website or request from Nature 

Canada staff.

SCORING INDICATORS
Provide an Annual Report card 

by your municipality’s one-year 

certification anniversary. 

M-4:  ANNUAL REPORT

Criteria Complete or Undertaken to 
Complete?

Confirmed by Scoring Committee as 
having met Standard? 
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MANDATORY CRITERIA

DESCRIPTION
Hold a World Migratory Bird Day event annually to 

celebrate birds in your municipality. Municipalities 

applying for the first time must hold a Bird Day within 

the year of application and continue the event to 

maintain status.

SCORING INDICATORS
Provide proof of the event and 

Mayor’s or Council proclamation 

in support of Bird Day.

M-5:  WORLD MIGRATORY BIRD DAY 

Criteria Complete or Undertaken to 
Complete?

Confirmed by Scoring Committee as 
having met Standard? 
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

MANDATORY CRITERIA

DESCRIPTION
Include information about Bird Friendly City on the 

City website where it can be easily found, once certifi-

cation is accorded. 

SCORING INDICATORS
Provide a link and proof of 

posting. This is expected to hap-

pen during the annual report 

or when as city re-applies for 

certification.

M-6:  PROGRAM VISIBILITY

Criteria Complete or Undertaken to 
Complete?

Confirmed by Scoring Committee as 
having met Standard? 
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

MANDATORY CRITERIA

DESCRIPTION
Bird Friendly City status will last two years, after 

which you must reapply. Each application can use 

and build-on past applications, but must show 

some evidence of progress over time. No evidence 

of progress will result in rejecting the application 

or dropping a certification level. 

SCORING INDICATORS
Submit an application for renewal. Applications 

for renewal are due by the September or Febru-

ary application window that follows the two-year 

anniversary of their most recent application’s ac-

ceptance and their recognition as a bird friendly 

city.

M-7:  RENEWAL

Criteria Complete or Undertaken to 
Complete?

Confirmed by Scoring Committee as 
having met Standard? 
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SECTION 1:
THREAT 
REDUCTION
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

 

THREAT REDUCTION 
1.1 (A) OWNED CATS

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)

DESCRIPTION
Regulatory and educational measures taken to help 

control and reduce populations of cats roaming at 

large: 

(A) Coordinated efforts directed at cat owners to 

reduce the number of owned cats outside such as ed-

ucational campaigns, licensing and no-roam bylaws. 

SCORING INDICATORS
One point for a no-roam bylaw (i.e. owned cats not 

allowed to roam at large), one point for evidence of en-

forcement of the bylaw, and one point for an educational 

campaign targeting residents to make them aware of the 

bylaw. High-level certification requires proof of a no-roam 

bylaw all three indicators. 
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

THREAT REDUCTION 
1.1 (B) UNOWNED CATS

DESCRIPTION
Within the municipality, there is an active strategy to 

reduce populations of unowned (feral) cats and miti-

gate their threat to birds (e.g. removing feral colonies 

from areas of high bird importance);

SCORING INDICATORS
One point for evidence of active, municipal-wide strate-

gies and actions that demonstrate progress on reducing 

the population of unowned cats. A second point for 

proof of efforts to remove feral cats from important bird 

habitats where they present increased risk to birds. An ex-

ample would include relocating feral cats to areas such as 

a cat sanctuary, where they do not pose risks to wildlife.

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)



12  

HOW CRITERIA IS MET

 

THREAT REDUCTION 
1.1 (C) MONITORING OF ROAMING CATS

DESCRIPTION
(C)The Bird Team and/ municipality either has, or is a 

partner in programs/ projects to estimate the number 

and/or distribution of cats outdoors so that progress 

on reducing the populations of outdoor cats can be 

tracked over time. 

SCORING INDICATORS
One point for proof of implementation of a cat counting 

/ estimating protocol to establish baseline numbers or 

to compare with baseline numbers. Data collected from 

shelters that demonstrate trends showing fewer cats over 

time is acceptable.

*** Note that this criterion does not apply to municipali-

ties in Nunavut, the Northwest Territories or the Yukon. 

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)



    13

HOW CRITERIA IS MET

THREAT REDUCTION 
1.2 (A) WINDOW COLLISIONS – NEW CONSTRUCTION

DESCRIPTION
Demonstrate that your municipality is taking 

measures to reduce window collisions by:  

(A) Developing and implementing bird friendly 	

design standards/CSA Bird Friendly Building Design 

standard for new construction

SCORING INDICATORS
Proof of each action required.   	

(A) One point if a municipality has a bird-friendly build-

ing design standard that is a guideline, and two points 

if the standard is a requirement. *Note High-level status 

requires that a municipality have, at least, a guideline.

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

THREAT REDUCTION 
1.2 (B) WINDOW COLLISIONS – EXISTING AND PROPOSED MUNICIPAL BUILDINGS

DESCRIPTION
(B) Assessing and mitigating risk to birds from existing 

and proposed municipal buildings.

SCORING INDICATORS
One point if individuals or a group monitors window 

collisions, and/or assess risk by using BirdSafe, or a similar 

program. 

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)

https://birdsafe.ca/
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

THREAT REDUCTION 
1.2 (C) WINDOW COLLISIONS - EDUCATION OF PROPERTY OWNERS

DESCRIPTION
(C) Informing and educating property owners and 

tenants of existing buildings (including home owners) 

of measures they can take to mitigate bird collision 

risk.

SCORING INDICATORS
One point for evidence of educational campaigns focused 

on the broad public or specific neighbourhoods. 

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

THREAT REDUCTION 
1.2 (D) TREATED WINDOWS - BASELINE DATA 

DESCRIPTION
(D) Establishing a baseline and maintaining a data-

base of the number of residences or buildings with 

treated windows in the city to demonstrate progress 

over time. 

SCORING INDICATORS
Provide evidence of an active database on treated win-

dows.

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

THREAT REDUCTION 
1.3 (A) LIGHT POLLUTION – REDUCTION STRATEGY (MIGRATION)

DESCRIPTION
(A) Municipality has a light pollution reduction strate-

gy for existing and planned neighbourhoods.

SCORING INDICATORS
One point upon evidence of a municipal strategy or 

policy (including guidance or standards) to reduce light 

pollution. 

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

THREAT REDUCTION 
1.3 (B)  LIGHT POLLUTION – NEW DEVELOPMENTS / RETROFIT

DESCRIPTION
(B) Municipality actively implements light pollution 

reduction strategy from point sources, such as retrofit-

ting standard streetlights with downward directional, 

wildlife-friendly LED lighting that is 3000K or less, or 

make communication tower lighting and other facility 

lighting wildlife-friendly.

SCORING INDICATORS
One point for proof of implementation of a program to 

reduce light pollution from point sources 

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

THREAT REDUCTION 
1.3 (C)  LIGHT POLLUTION - OUTREACH CAMPAIGN

DESCRIPTION
(C) Outreach campaign for residents and businesses 

to reduce external lighting that attracts nocturnal 

migrants such as “Lights out Toronto.”

SCORING INDICATORS
One point for proof of educational and outreach cam-

paigns to reduce light attraction during migration 

periods.

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

THREAT REDUCTION 
1.4 (A) PESTICIDE USE - COSMETIC PESTICIDES

DESCRIPTION
Municipality has a policy and bylaw to reduce or elimi-

nate use of pesticides known to directly or indirectly 

harm birds on public and private lands including:

(A)Restricting or banning use of cosmetic pesticides 

(e.g. broad-leaded plant control);  

SCORING INDICATORS
One point with proof of a municipal policy and bylaw that 

bans cosmetic use of pesticides (including herbicides), 

and evidence of its enforcement.

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

THREAT REDUCTION 
1.4 (B) PESTICIDE USE - INSECT PESTICIDES

DESCRIPTION
(B) Restricting or banning use pesticides to control 

insects or rodents that are important food sources for 

birds (e.g. neonicotinoids, Bti for mosquito or midge 

control, rodenticides).

SCORING INDICATORS
One point with proof of a policy and bylaw that specifi-

cally bans or severely restricts uses of neonicotinoids, Bti 

and rodenticides. 

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

THREAT REDUCTION 
1.5  PLASTICS 

DESCRIPTION
Municipality has effective regulatory or non-regulato-

ry measures that result in a reduction of plastic waste 

generated and the elimination of plastic pollution in 

local ecosystems such as shorelines and riversides. 

SCORING INDICATORS
Provide proof of regulatory (e.g. a municipal bylaw) and 

voluntary measures such as banning single use plastics, 

shopping bags, plastic straws, or actions to remove plas-

tic pollution from local ecosystems. 

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

THREAT REDUCTION 
1.6 COLLISIONS WITH VEHICLES

DESCRIPTION
Measures in place to reduce bird collisions with vehi-

cles such as lower speed limits when passing through 

important bird habitat, and measures to reduce the 

number of vehicles on the roads (such as a good pub-

lic transit system and cycling infrastructure).

SCORING INDICATORS
Provide proof of measures to protect birds from vehicle 

collisions. For example, at locations where a busy road 

cuts through a wildlife corridor, evidence of mitigation 

would include lower speed limits, signage about wildlife 

crossing, or proof of engineered solutions such as wildlife 

underpasses or overpasses.

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

THREAT REDUCTION 
1.7 HABITAT DISTURBANCE

DESCRIPTION
Municipality has policy and practices to prohibit or 

mitigate disturbance of birds from humans or their 

pets at natural areas or important bird habitat (e.g., 

leash bylaw, no-go zones certain times of year).

SCORING INDICATORS
Provide proof of policy and examples of implementation 

such as signage at important bird habitat (e.g. a natural 

area, wetland or known migratory stopover site) or evi-

dence of a bylaw in place. 

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)
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THREAT REDUCTION 
SCORING

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)

ENTRY

10 points from at least 3 categories.

INTERMEDIATE 

13 points from at least 5 categories including at least 2 categories worth 3 or more.

HIGH

16 points or more. Must include at least 3 points in categories 1 and 2. 

Must have no roam bylaw (cats), and bird friendly building guidelines for high level.
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SECTION 2:
HABITAT 
PROTECTION, 
RESTORATION, 
AND CLIMATE 
RESILIENCY
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

HABITAT PROTECTION, RESTORATION, AND CLIMATE RESILIENCY

2.1 NATURAL AREAS PROTECTION

DESCRIPTION
Natural areas within the municipal bound-

aries are protected within the Municipal 

Official Plan and there is a commitment 

to increase this area. Plan distinguishes 

between natural areas and other types of 

municipal space such as recreational parks.

SCORING INDICATORS
Provide proof of the policy. To maintain this criterion, the munici-

pality must document the size of the area protected, and demon-

strate a commitment to increase in this area over time. Any munici-

pal plan that includes protection of natural area spaces will receive 

one point. Additional points are based on: 

a) evidence of implementation, and 

b), whether there are ambitious targets to increase the number and 

size of the protected areas. 

One point is deducted if there are current or recent (within last 

year) examples of large-scale habitat destruction, or clear examples 

of “urban sprawl.” “Urban sprawl” in this sense is when natural areas 

on the city’s periphery are converted to urban uses such as residen-

tial, institutional or commercial areas. 

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

2.2  BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY

DESCRIPTION
Municipality has an official strategy 

to protect and restore the biological 

diversity in its parks and natural areas. 

The strategy can include measures such 

as promoting connectivity between 

natural areas, buffering core biodiversity 

hotspots from harmful human activities, 

increasing the number of protected 

areas, and bird monitoring within mu-

nicipal limits to assess the success of the 

strategy.       

SCORING INDICATORS
Provide proof of the strategy and its implementation. The strategy to 

protect and restore biological diversity can be part of the protected 

areas plan, or vice versa, but must specifically identify protection of 

biological diversity as a goal. One point for having an official biodiver-

sity conservation strategy or goal (adopted by Council).  Two points if 

the strategy or goal has targets and metrics for success and evidence of 

implementation. Three points for municipalities that meet the previous 

two tests as well as using monitoring to track changes to biodiversity 

and use results for adaptive management (e.g. bird monitoring in city 

owned natural areas).

One point is deducted upon evidence of current or very recent (within 

one year) activities that damage biodiversity such as loss or degra-

dation of important habitat for wildlife, or contamination of wildlife 

habitat by toxic chemicals. 

HABITAT PROTECTION, RESTORATION, AND CLIMATE RESILIENCY

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

2.3  CLIMATE CHANGE RESILIENCE

DESCRIPTION                                                                    

Muicipality has a climate change adaptation strategy 

that includes specific measures including nature-

based climate solutions. Examples of this include 

wetland creation to absorb and retain floodwater, or 

planting trees to create shade and lower the surface air 

temperature. 

SCORING INDICATORS		
Provide proof of the strategy and its implementation. 

One point if the City has an official strategy to address 

the impacts of climate change and reduce the 

municipality’s climate impact. A second point if nature-

based climate solutions are an important part of the 

strategy. A third point if there are active examples of 

wetland restoration projects and/ or large-scale projects 

to mitigate the urban heat island through planting of 

trees and other vegetation that favour use by birds.

HABITAT PROTECTION, RESTORATION, AND CLIMATE RESILIENCY

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

2.4 (A)  HABITAT MANAGEMENT STRATEGY

DESCRIPTION
Municipality has a habitat management strategy 

based on ecological and climate considerations. 

These include:  (A) increasing the number of trees 

and area of the urban forest canopy.

SCORING INDICATORS
Provide proof of implementation of the strategy and 

each action. One point per action. 

Evidence for a. includes inventories of trees and plans 

for increasing their numbers. 

HABITAT PROTECTION, RESTORATION, AND CLIMATE RESILIENCY

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)
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HABITAT PROTECTION, RESTORATION, AND CLIMATE RESILIENCY

HOW CRITERIA IS MET

2.4 (B) SNAG PROTECTION

DESCRIPTION
Leaving snags standing in cases where public safety is 

not jeopardized; 

SCORING INDICATORS
One point for snag retention based on evidence such as 

policy statements or evidence within management plans 

for natural areas.  

HABITAT PROTECTION, RESTORATION, AND CLIMATE RESILIENCY

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

2.4 (C) PROTECTION OF TREES

DESCRIPTION
(C) Protecting trees on private and public lands; 

SCORING INDICATORS
Refers to a tree bylaw that protects trees as a public value 

from private landowners cutting them down without 

permits.  

HABITAT PROTECTION, RESTORATION, AND CLIMATE RESILIENCY

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)
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HABITAT PROTECTION, RESTORATION, AND CLIMATE RESILIENCY

HOW CRITERIA IS MET

2.4 (D)  RESPONSIBLE VEGETATION MANAGEMENT

DESCRIPTION
(D) Prohibiting active vegetation management during 

breeding season on municipal lands, including forests, 

storm-water management facilities, and easements.       

SCORING INDICATORS
A  point by demonstrating that municipal employees 

involved in active habitat management do not harm 

breeding birds or their habitat.

HABITAT PROTECTION, RESTORATION, AND CLIMATE RESILIENCY

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

2.5  IMPORTANT BIRD AREA NEARBY (IBA)

DESCRIPTION
Municipality has an Important Bird and Biodiversity 

Area (IBA) within or adjacent to its boundaries. A local 

partnership promotes the protection and stewardship 

of this area.

SCORING INDICATORS
One point if there is one or more nearby IBAs and the Bird 

Team can provide the names of the IBAs and at least one 

IBA caretaker group or individual.

HABITAT PROTECTION, RESTORATION, AND CLIMATE RESILIENCY

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)
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HABITAT PROTECTION, RESTORATION, AND CLIMATE RESILIENCY

HOW CRITERIA IS MET

2.6 NATIVE FLORA - MUNICIPAL LANDS

DESCRIPTION
Municipality promotes the importance of planting na-

tive flora appropriate for the ecoregion on municipal 

lands, especially where new development is occurring 

through development and landscaping guidelines 

and standards in areas near natural features. Subdi-

vision permits should include conditions protecting 

existing natural habitat and promote use of native 

vegetation, and include measures to discourage ille-

gal disposal of yard waste (a source of invasive exotic 

plants) in natural areas.

SCORING INDICATORS
One point for evidence that the municipality promotes 

the use of site-appropriate native flora in landscaping 

for its own properties and for development landscaping 

standards for subdivision permits.

HABITAT PROTECTION, RESTORATION, AND CLIMATE RESILIENCY

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

2.7 NATIVE FLORA – PRIVATE PROPERTY

DESCRIPTION
Demonstrate widespread community participation in 

initiatives to encourage native plant habitat that sup-

ports native birds and pollinators on private property, 

to increase the urban tree canopy on private land, and 

to support other “green infrastructure” initiatives to 

address climate change.

SCORING INDICATORS
One point if you provide evidence supporting “wide-

spread community participation” in at least one initiative 

or program that encourages increasing wildlife habitat on 

private land. This could include membership in a program 

like Bee City for example.

HABITAT PROTECTION, RESTORATION, AND CLIMATE RESILIENCY

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)
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HABITAT PROTECTION, RESTORATION, AND CLIMATE RESILIENCY

HOW CRITERIA IS MET

2.8 STOPOVER & NESTING HABITAT

DESCRIPTION
Implementation of stewardship projects to increase or 

improve breeding or stopover habitat for bird species 

that are of high conservation priority species from 

your Bird Conservation Region Plan. Example species 

include Species at Risk (e.g. Chimney Swift) and other 

aerial insectivores, Eastern Meadowlark and other 

grassland birds, shorebirds, and birds requiring old 

growth forest conditions. Example actions include 

providing housing (e.g., maintained Purple Martin 

housing), and maintaining bird-friendly hay produc-

tion, and managing municipal forests to promote old 

growth conditions.

SCORING INDICATORS
A point is awarded if there are active stewardship recov-

ery projects (can be led by individuals or groups in the 

community) such as those suggested in the criterion 

description. Two points if there are more than two active 

projects for different species or groups of species. For in-

formation on Bird Conservation Regions and their priority 

species, visit: https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-cli-

mate-change/services/migratory-bird-conservation/

regions-strategies.html

HABITAT PROTECTION, RESTORATION, AND CLIMATE RESILIENCY

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)

https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/migratory-bird-conservation/regions-str
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/migratory-bird-conservation/regions-str
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/migratory-bird-conservation/regions-str
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SCORING

HABITAT PROTECTION, RESTORATION, AND CLIMATE RESILIENCY

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)

ENTRY

9 points from at least 3 categories.

INTERMEDIATE 

12 points from at least 4 categories.

HIGH

15 points from at least 6 categories including at least 1 point from categories 2.1, 2.2, 2.3 and 2.4.
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SECTION 3:
COMMUNITY 
OUTREACH/ 
EDUCATION
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

COMMUNITY OUTREACH/ EDUCATION
3.1(A)  CHILDREN AND YOUTH EDUCATION 

DESCRIPTION
There are educational programs and activities for children and 

youth about birds and nature in the municipality.

(A) A significant percentage of local schools and other educational 

organizations (e.g. Scouts Canada, Earth Rangers, 4-H) provide stu-

dents with opportunities to connect with nature, enjoy birds and 

learn how to help them. Local school boards, conservation author-

ity, or municipality, has facilities/staffing to support outdoor/envi-

ronmental education, including opportunities to observe birds

SCORING INDICATORS
Provide a description of the programs and 

the names of the organizations or institu-

tions that offer them.

One point if there are local education facil-

ities and institutions that offer children or 

youth programming on nature appreciation 

and bird observation. 

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)



    41

HOW CRITERIA IS MET

COMMUNITY OUTREACH/ EDUCATION
3.1 (B)  CHILDREN AND YOUTH EDUCATION 

DESCRIPTION
Educational programs include specific elements 

designed to engage children and youth who could 

be considered underprivileged, racialized or recent 

arrivals to Canada. 

SCORING INDICATORS
One point if there are specific bird-related nature pro-

grams for recent arrivals to Canada, underprivileged, 

marginalized or racialized children, youth or families.  

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

COMMUNITY OUTREACH/ EDUCATION
3.1 (C)  CHILDREN AND YOUTH EDUCATION 

DESCRIPTION
At least one school does a specific bird-related pro-

gram such as Christmas bird count for kids, School 

Yard Bird Blitz, Global Bird Rescue, or curriculum from 

Keep cats safe and save bird lives.  

SCORING INDICATORS
One point if at least one school or organization does a 

specific bird-related programs for children and youth, 

such as Christmas bird count for kids, Global Bird Rescue, 

or curriculum from Keep cats safe and save bird lives. 

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)

https://www.birdscanada.org/bird-science/christmas-bird-count-for-kids
https://www.birdscanada.org/discover-birds/bird-friendly-schools/schoolyard-bb
https://www.birdscanada.org/discover-birds/bird-friendly-schools/schoolyard-bb
https://www.globalbirdrescue.org/
https://catsandbirds.ca/educational-resources/
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

COMMUNITY OUTREACH/ EDUCATION
3.2  COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY CAMPUSES

DESCRIPTION
College, CEGEP, and University campuses have adopt-

ed practices that actively reduce threats to birds or 

establish habitat that benefits birds. Implementation 

of practices should include or be driven by student 

committees or groups. 

SCORING INDICATORS
One point is awarded based on evidence that institutions 

that have policies and practices to benefit birds including 

names of institutions, the programs that they participate 

in (e.g. BirdSafe, Bee City), as well as an example of a 

recent action and evidence of student involvement. 

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

COMMUNITY OUTREACH/ EDUCATION
3.3  COMMUNICATING BEST PRACTICES TO HELP BIRD

DESCRIPTION
Bird Team partners (including Municipality) provide 

public access to resources (web links, brochures etc.) 

that encourage and inform the public of ways to help 

birds. For example: 1) the benefit to birds from native 

plant gardening or establishment of natural habitat 

patches on their property in support of birds and/or 

pollinators (e.g. backyard habitat program), 2) best 

practices in feeding birds that mitigate risks from 

feeding (e.g. predation at feeder, contamination from 

pathogens, etc).      

SCORING INDICATORS
One point if you can provide evidence of the digital or 

paper resources, as well as evidence of public interest and 

knowledge of them (e.g. social media activity).

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

COMMUNITY OUTREACH/ EDUCATION
3.4  PUBLIC INSTALLATIONS FOR EDUCATION

DESCRIPTION
Municipality and Bird City partners install demonstra-

tions or displays in public areas that educate citizens 

on the benefits of bird friendly actions and encourage 

engagement (benefits of dark sky lighting, window 

modifications etc.)

SCORING INDICATORS
One point based on proof of installations (e.g. photo-

graphic evidence, or news stories.)

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

COMMUNITY OUTREACH/ EDUCATION
3.5  ACCESSIBLE BIRD-WATCHING LOCATION(S)

DESCRIPTION
There is at least one birding location within your city 

or town that has infrastructure to facilitate the obser-

vation and appreciation of birds (e.g. signs, panels, 

observation tower, and trails). This facility is publicly 

accessible for people without a car (serviced by public 

transit and/or bicycle and pedestrian trails) and is ac-

cessible to people with disabilities or who are mobility 

impaired. Information on birding areas should be 

easily available.

SCORING INDICATORS
One point based on evidence of a local birding area that 

is publicly accessible, a brief description of the infrastruc-

tures (e.g. trails, observation tower), and how the area can 

be accessed by someone without a car or with disabilities.  

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

COMMUNITY OUTREACH/ EDUCATION
3.6 LOCAL BIRD FRIENDLY BUSINESSES

DESCRIPTION
Businesses in your area promote bird friendly prac-

tices (e.g. sell or offer bird friendly coffee, no single 

use plastics, treat their windows with feather-friendly 

markers, etc.), and reflect these values in their supply 

chains. These businesses are recognized on partner 

websites. 

SCORING INDICATORS
To receive a point, you must name the businesses and 

describe what bird-friendly practices they have.  These 

practices must include the sale of bird-friendly products, 

and demonstrated bird-friendly business practices (e.g. 

window treatments, low carbon footprint, plastic bag 

policy, etc.). For one point, for cities under 100,000 resi-

dents, there must be at least 2 businesses. For cities from 

100,000 to 500,000 there must be at least 3 businesses. 

For cities between 500,000 and 1,000,000, there must be 

at least 4 businesses. For cities over 1 million, there must 

be 5 or more businesses. For two points there needs to be 

double the previous numbers of bird-friendly businesses, 

based on population size.

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

COMMUNITY OUTREACH/ EDUCATION
3.7  CITY BIRD

DESCRIPTION
You have a “City Bird” species that was selected 

through a public engagement process.  

SCORING INDICATORS
You must provide proof that a campaign to select a “City 

Bird” is underway or has been successfully completed, 

evidence of community engagement, the name of the 

“City Bird” species, and proof that it is officially the “City 

Bird” through Council support/recognition. 

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

COMMUNITY OUTREACH/ EDUCATION
3.8  PARTICIPATORY SCIENCE TO MONITOR BIRDS

DESCRIPTION
There are active participatory science programs to 

monitor birds in your municipality including Christ-

mas Bird Count, Great Backyard Bird Count, Project 

Feederwatch, Marsh Monitoring, Swiftwatch, or Global 

Bird Rescue, which monitor birds on areas that include 

public land. Public participation in these programs is 

promoted on local media.  Demonstrate efforts to en-

gage members of the public could be considered un-

derprivileged, racialized or recent arrivals to Canada. 

SCORING INDICATORS
To receive one point, provide a list of bird-related partici-

patory science programs in your city and describe the lev-

el of public interest and engagement of target audiences. 

A second point for communities in which more than three 

of these programs are practiced. You must demonstrate 

widespread community involvement.

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)

https://www.birdscanada.org/bird-science/christmas-bird-count
https://www.birdscanada.org/bird-science/christmas-bird-count
https://www.birdscanada.org/bird-science/great-backyard-bird-count
https://feederwatch.org/
https://feederwatch.org/
https://www.birdscanada.org/bird-science/marsh-monitoring-program
https://www.globalbirdrescue.org/
https://www.globalbirdrescue.org/
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SCORING

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)

ALL LEVELS MUST DO 3.1

ENTRY

7 points from at least 3 categories.

INTERMEDIATE 

9 points from at least 5 categories.

HIGH

11 points from at least 7 categories.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH/ EDUCATION
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BIRD FRIENDLY TEAM
LIST OF MEMBERS, AFFILIATION AND 
CONTACT INFORMATION (M-1)

CURRENT AS OF: 




	Text Field 48: Township of King 
	Text Field 49: February 19 2025
	Text Field 44: Yes
	Combo Box 1: [Yes]
	Text Field 50: Currently our Bird Team has four members (one citizen representative, three staff and one Councillor). Despite our best efforts to garner more interest in joining the bird team, we have not had much luck in attracting new community members. The Environmental Outreach & Sustainability division is consistently promoting the bird team at various environmental stewardship activities and community events throughout the Township, as well as at our World Migratory Bird Day events held annually. 

To help grow the King Bird Team, in 2025, the Township of King will continue to promote the Bird Team and strategically engage various community groups which include the King Environmental Action Team, Seneca College Environmental Landscape Management students, the Dufferin Marsh Nature Connection as well as other community groups to recruit interested members.

King Township Staff: 
Environment & Sustainability Coordinator - position currently vacant due to staffing changes. Position will be filled Q1 2025. 
Environmental Stewardship Outreach Coordinator - Kathryn McLellan kmclellan@king.ca
Lead Hand- Outdoor Education- Cory McNeil cmcneil@king.ca 
Councillor, Mary Asselstine masselstine@king.ca




	Text Field 43: Yes
	Combo Box 2: [Yes]
	Text Field 95: In 2024, Indigenous Nations were been invited to World Migratory Bird Day events held by the Township of King, however we have not had any individuals attend nor do we have any Indigenous Nations representation on the King Bird Team.  We understand our indigenous partners are extremely busy and also recognize the importance of acknowledgment.  

The Township of King  Land Acknowledgment is read out loud by staff at the start of programs, workshops and environmental stewardship activities that engage the community.  The Land Acknowledgment expresses gratitude to the Indigenous people whose territory we reside on and honors those who have lived here since time immemorial. More importantly, it acknowledges that Indigenous communities reside within these territories today, as their roles continue to shape our present and future. This message is crucial in understanding the history that brought us here and our dynamic role within it. Land Acknowledgments also highlight the effects of colonialism ongoing to this day, requiring mindfulness of our present participation. This practice follows Indigenous protocol, respecting the original stewards of the land.

On behalf of King Township citizens, staff and visitors, we acknowledge that the Township of King sits within the Treaty Lands and Territory of the Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation and the Williams Treaty First Nation, as well as the traditional territory of the Huron-Wendat and Haudenosaunee peoples.
We ask everyone to reflect on the Indigenous nations that have lived on this land since time immemorial and how, as individuals, we can take steps towards reconciliation. Together, we will continue to partner with Indigenous peoples and communities to celebrate the heritage, diverse cultures, and outstanding achievements of Indigenous people; and, work towards healing a difficult past to create a more respectful future for several generations to come.



	Text Field 42: Yes
	Combo Box 3: [Yes]
	Text Field 96: Evidently, a high level of municipal support for the Bird Friendly City certification from high ranking Township officials has been demonstrated. During the Bird Friendly City application process, the previous Environment & Sustainability Coordinator submitted a letter of support from the  King Township Mayor, Mr. Stephen Pellegrini. This letter outlined, his support for the BFC application, but also reiterates that King will do what we need to do to promote the protection and preservation of bird/bird habitat in the Township. It should be noted that the Mayor is a huge birder and has a vested interest in the BFC certification. In addition, one of our King Bird Team members Councillor Mary Asselstine is very passionate about bird monitoring, habitat protection and community awareness hosting annual Bird Monitoring Sessions and Walk & Talks within the Dufferin Marsh. 


	Text Field 46: Yes
	Combo Box 4: []
	Combo Box 8: [Yes]
	Text Field 97: Annual Report Card submission was submitted October 2024 by the previous Environment & Sustainability Coordinator. 
	Text Field 94: The Township of King Environmental Outreach & Sustainability division held 3 WMBD events since becoming a Bird Friendly City and will continue to identify new engagement opportunities to offer to the community. All events were promoted through Township social media channels on Facebook and Instagram, on the King Township website as well as in the local newspaper. 

2023: Cold Creek Conservation Area & Nobleton Trail System (Nobleridge Trail System)

2024: Happy Valley Forest- Goldie Feldman Reserve  guided Bird Walk in partnership with the Nature Conservancy of Canada in May 2024.  

2025- Hoot & Howl scheduled in partnership with the Toronto and Region Conservation Authority occurred on January 18 2025 at Cold Creek Conservation Area from 6-7pm. Registration information can be found at king.ca/EnvironmentalEvents. A free 30 minute presentation on Owl and Coyotes was offered followed by a evening hike along the trail to talk about habitat, species and familiarize participants with the various calls. While over 30 people registered, there were 12 people in attendance. The activity was led by TRCA staff and King Township staff. 

At all of the events, a bird expert is present to lead the program/hikes and is able to speak to the types of bird’s that participants are seeing and hearing, as well as provide valuable information on why birds are important to the ecosystem. All events are promoted on social media, with a proclamation of WMBD.  
	Text Field 45: 
	Combo Box 5: []
	Combo Box 6: [Yes]
	Text Field 99: The Township of King includes Bird Friendly City information on the municipal website which can easily be found by visiting   https://www.king.ca/BirdFriendlyCity. 

	Text Field 111: Yes
	Combo Box 7: [Yes]
	Text Field 100: Although it has been challenging recruiting new members onto the King Bird Team, the Township of King continues to demonstrate progress through offering bird  focused educational workshops and interactive Guided walks that are provided free to the community. 

In 2024, the Township of King Environmental Outreach & Sustainability division worked with the King Township libraries to help source and install bird alert anti collision decals at the King City Library to reduce the number of bird mortalities associated with flying into the glass. We also successfully installed anti collision decals at Cold Creek Conservation Area Education Centre on the windows situated on the west side of the building. In addition, the Township of King's new Zancor Recreation Centre was designed with anti collision patterns applied to the glass surfaces that meet currently bird safe standards which is the first municipally owned building to incorporate anti collision elements into the building design with the goal of reducing bird collisions. 

In February 2025, the Township of King offered a free Feathers & Trails Program  led by staff at Cold Creek Conservation Area on Sunday, February 9th 2025 from 1:30-3:30pm. Participants created pin econe bird feeders for wintering birds then headed out along the trail system to hang their bird feeders along the trail. 

The Township will continue to offer Environmental Stewardship Outreach tables at community events held by the Township to share resources with the community and recruit new members of the Bird Team. In addition, we will offer educational guided hikes and integrate information and activities that support bird habitat, wintering birds and migratory birds into nature based programming offered at Cold Creek Conservation Area to schools and youth groups.  During our Community Tree Plantings offered in the spring and fall, we will educate participants on the importance of planting native trees and shrubs to provide habitat, food and shelter to various species. In 2025, the Township of King will continue to offer outreach and educational activities in the spring and fall to align with Migratory Bird Day. We will also continue to monitor and conduct bi- annual maintenance of the bird nesting boxes and duck boxes we have installed at various locations throughout the Township which include Cold Creek Conservation Area, Dufferin Marsh (Schomberg) and the wetland situated beside the King Township Municipal Centre in King City. 




	Text Field 112: Yes
	Text Field 41: 3
	Text Field 101: Yes: both a no-roam bylaw and educational campaign

Within the Bird Friendly City website, there is a section dedicated to providing educational information about keeping cats in-doors (https://www.king.ca/outdoorcats). 
The Township By-Law #2016-85 To regulate and govern animals Within the Township, applies to all animals within the Township including cats. Part IV – Care of Animals and Regulations – Responsibility to Care for Animals at Large (https://king.civicweb.net/document/53164/), outlines that:
i. Trespass 4.9: No person or owner shall allow or permit an animal to be at large or trespass.
ii. Impound 7.3: Any animal may be impounded for running at large in the Township.

 In addition, Effective January 2, 2025, the City of Vaughan now administers King's pet licensing program. 
Cats and dogs within the Township of King are required to be registered and pay an annual licensing fee. A lifetime tag will be issued which will be valid for the life of your pet. Cats and Dogs within the Township need to be registered to ensure the best care for your pets. Records of the most up to date information such as rabies vaccinations, veterinary contacts and their home address in case they get lost or injured are kept on file.
 
Information About outdoor cats is included on the Township of King website which can been viewed by visiting https://www.king.ca/outdoorcats. the intent of this information is to make information available to the public and encourage education surrounding cats roaming at large. 
 

	Text Field 40: 1
	Text Field 102: See above. 
	Text Field 39: 0
	Text Field 103: 
	Text Field 38: 2
	Text Field 104: In 2024, Bird Team members undertook meeting with various consultants, including those recommended by FLAP, to get the King Township Municipal Centre, 2858 King Road, King City, wrapped in bird safe collision materials. Contractors provided pricing for all sides of the building to attack the highest impact areas of bird collisions (East and West). King Township Facilities staff will be responsible for continuing with this process and get the building wrapped in 2025, pending funding available. 

The new Zancor Centre, at 1600 15th Sideroad, King City will be the new, premiere community recreation centre hub. The is state-of-the-art, carbon neutral, fully accessible recreation complex with two NHL-sized ice surfaces, a six-lane 25-metre lap pool, a leisure pool, a multi-purpose athletic fieldhouse, and a multi-purpose community room. The entire building has bird safe glaze applied to the windows to reduce bird collisions (https://www.king.ca/zancorcentre). The Zancor Centre grand opening occurred January 2025. 

In the summer of 2024, the King City Library installed bird safe window coverings on the East side of the building. There have been a number of bird deaths at this location, and the window coverings have reduced the collisions greatly. The library will continue to work to install this type of window coverings as more funding becomes available. 

The Public Works Department is undertaking a variety of speed studies, along roads where there are incidents of wildlife mortality, including birds. To help Public Works in this effort, King is undertaking a Natural Asset Inventory (NAI) and once all of our natural assets are accounted for, it will be easy to overlay our capital program and ensure that we are considering ecological impacts of our work and design enhancements to support wildlife, trees, etc. 

Finally, the Township of King is developing and implementing bird friendly
design standards/CSA Bird Friendly Building Design standard for new construction through the 
ThinKING Green: Sustainable Development Program which was endorsed by Council on May 13, 2024. ThinKING Green is a new green development standards program for the Township which expands upon and replaces the Sustainable King: Green Development Standards Program. The ThinKING Green: Sustainable Development Program has been developed to expand upon the Township's sustainability initiatives. The program establishes metrics that are used to evaluate the sustainable performance of new development in King Township. The metrics established through this program represent the vision for the Township and the Township’s overarching goal of creating a sustainable, resilient and healthy community for all.ThinKING Green came into effect for all Site Plan and Draft Plan of Subdivision Applications submitted on or after September 1, 2024.  The standards encourages all new development to protect and enhance both natural and urban environments while utilizing efficient, innovative and sustainable measures. 

The Sustainable King: Green Development Standards Program is a tool that to evaluate new Site Plan Development applications for commercial, institutional, industrial and multi-unit residential developments. The Program is made up of four sections: Green Infrastructure, Natural Heritage, Efficiency and Conservation, and Healthy Communities. Proposed developments are required to demonstrate conformity with the Program as part of a complete application.Within each principle area are a variety of sustainability metrics. Metrics are separated into three sections based on the location of the proposed development. All applications must address the General development metrics. 

All proposed developments must obtain the “Minimum Target” for all applicable sustainability metrics. For each of the four principle areas, the proposed development must obtain at least one “Level 1” target and one “Level 2” target. In addition to achieving at least one “Level 1” target and one “Level 2” target in each principle area, proposed development must score a minimum of 25 points across all four principles. The minimum point total of 25 must be achieved in addition to satisfying all other application requirements to obtain support from the Township’s Planning Division.

2.6 Bird Friendly Design – within the Villages Intent of the Metric: To reduce the impact of the built environment on birds. 
Targets: Minimum Target: N/A    

Level 1: Apply combination of Bird Friendly Design strategies on at least 50% of the exterior glazing located within the first 12 m of the building above-grade (including interior courtyards). Visual markers should be provided on the glass of the proposed building with spacing no greater than 10cm by 10cm.   

Level 2: Apply combination of Bird Friendly Design strategies on at least 85% of the exterior glazing located within the first 12 m of the building above-grade (including interior courtyards). Visual markers should be provided on the glass of the proposed building with spacing no greater than 10cm by 10cm. Where a green roof is constructed with adjacent glass surfaces, ensure the glass is treated 12m above green roof surface. 

Point Allocation: A maximum of 3 points. Where to Demonstrate Compliance:  Elevation Plans How to Comply: The Elevation Plans should clearly highlight the bird friendly design features adopted on the first 12 m above grade. 
Bird friendly design features can include the following:  
Sunshades  
Reduced night sky lighting  Glass angled downward  Window film  Patterns on glass Resources:  Bird-Friendly Best Practices, City of Toronto  Bird-Friendly Development Guidelines, City of Toronto  Bird Friendly Guidelines, City of Markham Department to Review: Planning Division Community Services Department    
	Text Field 37: 1
	Text Field 105: The Township of King Community Services Department, Environmental Outreach & Sustainability (EO&S)division encourages staff to report sighting of bird collisions and mortality to the EO&S division in Township owned buildings and facilities such as the Public Libraries and Arenas. Bird mortality associated with municipal buildings is monitored at Cold Creek Conservation Area as well as the King Township Municipal Centre to track species, date, time, location of bird mortality associated with window collisions. 


	Text Field 36: 1
	Text Field 106: The Environmental Outreach & Sustainability team conducts environmental community outreach at municipally led community events. The EO&S team sets up an outreach table to promote various initiatives and provide free resources to the participants on a range of topics including, Bird Friendly Certification, Bee City Certification, Mayors Monarch Pledge, planting native and supporting biodiversity. Brochures and take home hand outs are offered to attendees and on-line resources are shared to encourage Bird Firendly Building design, landscaping and how to reduce bird collision risks. 

The Environmental Stewardship Coordinator also works with local schools to undertake a variety of  environmental stewardship activities that promote biodiversity and conservation. These types of activities include  native tree, shrub and wildflower plantings and outdoor biodiversity activities at Cold Creek (bird identification, invertebrate identification etc.). Additionally, staff offer a variety of nature based programs at Cold Creek Conservation Area targeted towards schools and youth groups. Participants enrolled in programs such as Jr. Forest Explorers or the Biodiversity Program are shown a variety of data collection methodologies and identification processes in order to better understand the ecosystem they live in. Age specific activities are integrated into the programs to ensure activities are suitable for each age of participants. 

The King Township Bird Team website has been envolving and contains a variety of resources for residents and property owners(https://www.king.ca/BirdFriendlyCity). The King BFC website contain information about:
-The Official Bird of King – Black-capped Chickadee.
-Bird friendly actions residents can take at home.
-Outdoor cat information.
-King Animal Control By-Law.
-How to build a bird box.
-Contests – Ran the first ever King Bird Photo contest from August to September. The winners received prizes from a local nature store (bird feeder, bird house). 

	Text Field 35: 1
	Text Field 107: The ThinKING Green: Sustainable Development Program has been developed to expand upon the Township's sustainability initiatives. The program establishes metrics that will be used to evaluate the sustainable performance of new development in King Township. The metrics established through this program represent the vision for the Township and the Township’s overarching goal of creating a sustainable, resilient and healthy community for all.

ThinKING Green will come into effect for all Site Plan and Draft Plan of Subdivision Applications submitted on or after September 1, 2024.

The Sustainable King: Green Development Standards Program is a tool that to evaluate new Site Plan Development applications for commercial, institutional, industrial and multi-unit residential developments. The Program is made up of four sections: Green Infrastructure, Natural Heritage, Efficiency and Conservation, and Healthy Communities. Proposed developments are required to demonstrate conformity with the Program as part of a complete application.

The Green Development Standards program supports diversifying land uses to ensure an appropriate balance between residential, commercial, industrial and institutional uses while also preserving the natural heritage system, agricultural system and open spaces through directing development to the Villages. Through this process, King Township tracks and assesses which measures are being implemented to support various metrics including Metric 2.6 Bird Friendly Design. 

Metric: 2.6 Bird Friendly Design 

Development Target: 
Level 1: Apply combination of Bird Friendly Design strategies on at least 50% of the exterior glazing located within the first 12 m of the building above-grade (including interior courtyards). Visual markers should be provided on the glass of the proposed building with spacing no greater than 10cm by 10cm. 

Level 2: Apply combination of Bird Friendly Design strategies on at least 85% of the exterior glazing located within the first 12 m of the building above-grade (including interior courtyards). Visual markers should be provided on the glass of the proposed building with spacing no greater than 10cm by 10cm. Where a green roof is constructed with adjacent glass surfaces, ensure the glass is treated 12m above green roof surface
	Text Field 34: 1
	Text Field 108: Clean Yards By-Law 2016-68 
BY-LAW NUMBER 2016-68 A BY-LAW RESPECTING LITTER, YARD WASTE AND PROPERTY MAINTENANCE FOR THE TOWNSHIP OF KING 

AND WHEREAS Section 129 of the Municipal Act, 2001 permits a municipality to pass By-laws to prohibit and regulate with respect to odour, dust, and outdoor illumination including indoor lighting that can be seen outdoors; 

Light: 

3.38 No owner of property shall allow an outdoor light to shine directly into the living or sleeping areas of an adjacent dwelling house. 
3.39 An outdoor light shall not constitute a violation of subsection 3.40 3.41 if the owner or occupier of the property shields the light from shining directly at the living or sleeping areas of the adjacent dwelling house. 
3.40  No owner of a property shall cause or permit light to be broadcast directly from that property onto another property.


The ThinKING Green Standards in Section 3.2 Exterior Lighting – Within the Villages outline:
Intent of the Metric:
To promote reduced energy use for exterior lighting.
 Minimum Target: 100% of all exterior light fixtures are LED and Dark-Sky Compliant and are shielded or down-facing to reduce the amount of glare and light trespass experienced by neighbouring properties.
 
Level 1: The minimum target is met, and lighting controls have been implemented to reduce light spillage from buildings by 50% from 11pm - 5am.
 
Level 2: The minimum target is attained, and solar sensors are utilized for increased efficiency.


	Text Field 33: 1
	Text Field 109: The ThinKING Green Standards in Section 3.2 Exterior Lighting – Within the Villages outline:
Intent of the Metric:
To promote reduced energy use for exterior lighting.
 Minimum Target: 100% of all exterior light fixtures are LED and Dark-Sky Compliant and are shielded or down-facing to reduce the amount of glare and light trespass experienced by neighbouring properties.
 Level 1: The minimum target is met, and lighting controls have been implemented to reduce light spillage from buildings by 50% from 11pm - 5am.
 Level 2: The minimum target is attained, and solar sensors are utilized for
increased efficiency.

https://www.king.ca/greendevelopmentstandards



	Text Field 32: 0
	Text Field 1010: 
	Text Field 31: 1
	Text Field 1011: Pesticide Ban
An Ontario-wide ban on cosmetic use of pesticides has been in place since 2009, except for some low-risk exceptions. More information on Ontario's website https://tinyurl.com/yutbbdcn.
The Ontario regulation took the place of existing municipal pesticide bylaws and governs the sale and use of restricted products; it established one set of rules across the province. 

Please note that under the Pesticides Act, 2009, it is illegal to use pesticides or chemicals for residential lawn care treatment in Ontario.

https://www.king.ca/TreeIssue
 
	Text Field 30: 0
	Text Field 1012:  

	Text Field 29: 1
	Text Field 1013: A Single Use Item Working Group was created in 2021  by York Region to discuss single use items work amongst the other cities and towns within the Regional Municipality of York, including King. This working group meets once a month and highlight key mitigation initiatives for single use items and includes:
·Facilitating collaboration on region-led projects related to reducing single-use items
·Supporting engagement/knowledge sharing between the Region and local municipalities on single-use items projects and policies
·Leveraging group for input on Regional advocacy responses to several federal consultations on plastics regulations and discussion papers
·Collaborating on region-led initial community engagement and communications plans in 2021
·Sharing updates on key projects (including internal policies & campaigns at local municipal level, Region updates)
·Sharing learnings/best practices from workshops/webinars and research.

The Community Services Department is striving to green community events and programs offered by the Township to help reduce unnecessary waste, identify waste reduction solutions and source supplies that reduce our impact on the environment. At our Community events, when single use items are required staff source our items (hot cups, plates, cutlery, napkins) from a certified green supplier to opt for compostable food service based items to lessen our impact on the waste stream. 

Every year during Earth Week, King Township continues to host a Township Wide King Community Clean Up ( https://www.king.ca/CommunityCleanup ). Residents, community groups, schools and businesses register a cleanup location, and they are provided with supplies, and the collected waste is be picked up by the Township. In addition, during the annual Waste Reduction Week, King Township offers a variety of waste diversion activities and suggestions to help prevent the amount of waste, including plastics and textiles from going into landfills






	Text Field 28: 1
	Text Field 1014: The Environmental Outreach & Sustainability division works internally with the roads department to identify strategic locations along roadways that would signficiantly benefit from wildlife crossings to help raise awareness about sensitive areas and also help reduce wildlife collisions with vehicles. The road signage isnt bird specific. 

Several locations where signage has been installed along the roadways includes, 11th Concession Road, Keele Street, Dufferin Street, 15th sdrd, Dr. Kay Drive. 
	Text Field 12: 1
	Text Field 1015: 
The Animal Control By-law (2016-85) sets out responsibilities and standards for pet owners within the Township to abide by. Some of these responsibilities include Keeping pets safe, including ensuring they do not run at large and are kept on leash in parks, trails, and community settings. The Animal Control Bylaw (2026-85) can be found here https://www.king.ca/pets . Various community parks and trails have signage installed to ensure residents follow the bylaw. Additionally, social media is used to educate the community and encourage residents to abide by the bylaw. 
 
	Text Field 13: 15
	Text Field 11: 2
	Text Field 1016: The King Township Official Plan does the following to highlight the protection of Natural Areas:
- Establishes a detailed policy framework to ensure environmental protection, including establishing a Natural Heritage System and policies to address hydrologic features and source protection.
- Establishes the basic urban structure and land use framework for all land within the jurisdiction of the Township.
- Provides policies to improve sustainability and promote the efficient use of infrastructure within the Township effectively manage growth and minimize climate change impacts.

The Vision of the Official Plan:
The Township will support the protection of natural and agricultural areas, while encouraging the revitalization of our three villages. We will be a leader in environmental conservation and be recognized as stewards of Ontario’s environmental landscape. Our natural assets, including but not limited to the Oak Ridges Moraine, the Greenbelt, Happy Valley Forest, Pottageville Swamp, Dufferin Marsh and trail system, will be protected and restored to greater health. We will protect, manage and maintain groundwater quality and the health of our rivers and lakes. Furthermore, the community will be working towards reducing our carbon footprint and increasing resiliency to climate change.
This Plan defines our Natural Heritage System and includes policies to ensure its protection and to provide for its restoration and enhancement. The Township’s Natural Heritage System includes various natural heritage features and linkages as well as hydrologic features intended for protection by the 2014 Provincial Policy Statement, 2017 Greenbelt Plan, 2017 Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan (ORMCP), the Lake Simcoe Protection Plan (LSPP) and the Natural Heritage System and Restoration Strategy (2018), as well as those identified in the York Region Official Plan (2010) and based upon other information, such as Provincial data and recently completed studies. There are a wide range features including, but not limited to, wetlands, habitat of endangered and threatened species, habitat for fish, woodlands, valley lands, wildlife habitat, Areas of Natural and Scientific Interest, as well as linkages and corridors that connect these features.

	Text Field 26: 2
	Text Field 1017: Approximately 66 percent of the municipality is located within the Oak Ridges Moraine Physiographic Region and is situated within the designated protected areas. The remaining 33 percent of the Township falls within the Provincial Greenbelt. The Green Belt Plan designated lands within the Township as Protected Countryside, and the Township is unique in that it contains the Holland Marsh, a wetland and specialty crop area within the Greenbelt, which is considered some of the most fertile crop lands in the country. The Moraine is an irregular ridge stretching west from the Trent River to the Niagara Escarpment. This landform supports significant ecological and hydrological features, including post-glacial kettle lakes and aquifers. The abundance of wetland communities supports a rich diversity of flora and fauna, including a high density of species of regional concern. Headwater features of the West Holland River and East Holland River are located within the municipality.  

King Corporate Strategic Plan 2023 – 2026 The Township of Kings’ Corporate Strategic Plan (CSP) is a collaborative and inclusive community planning tool that identifies the desired future for the community, function and the general vision for the Township’s future. The CSP is created based on Council’s identified priorities for the existing term, which reflect the changing needs of their constituents. The CSP sets the context for guiding the Township’s long-term goals within the medium period term and clearly defines obligations and commitments of the Township to its citizens and the public.  The CSP outlines priorities, objectives and key results as the goal-setting framework, and recognizes the role of the green spaces and the tree canopy for the Township’s future.  

King Official Plan, 2019, approved 2020- The Official Plan (OP) establishes a comprehensive, long-term vision for the Township as a whole and provides a detailed policy framework to guide growth in the Township. The Official Plan was adopted by Council in 2019 and approved by the Region in 2020. The OP currently directs land use planning to 2031. The Township has initiated a review of the OP to respond to changes in Provincial and Regional policy, and to guide growth in the Township to the year 2051. The OP recognizes the important role of the Township’s natural heritage system, including trees, woodlands and woodlots, in improving conservation, air quality, and reducing the urban heat island effect (Section 4, Our Pristine Environment). The Plan promotes land conservation and outlines key environmental features, supports public engagement, and includes policies related to maintaining the forest.  

The King Township Official Plan Section 4.2.2 Key Natural Heritage Features and Key Hydrologic Features outlines the Township’s role in protecting biodiversity in parks and natural areas including:

1. To protect, restore and maintain key natural heritage features and key hydrologic features and their linkages. 

2. That key natural heritage features consist of: Habitat of endangered species and threatened species; Fish habitat; Wetlands; Life science areas and earth science areas of natural and scientific interest (ANSIs); Environmentally significant areas; Significant valley lands; Significant woodlands; Significant wildlife habitat (including habitat of species at risk, including special concern species as identified by the Province); Sand barrens, savannahs and tallgrass prairies.


King Community Climate Action Plan, 2024 - The King Community Climate Action Plan (KCCAP) was developed around the vision of a low carbon community that continues to encapsule the rural culture of King. We are a community of communities, intertwined with technology, community action, and resiliency, we will be able to bring King into the 21st century and de-carbonize our Township.  
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The King Community Climate Action Plan (KCCAP)  https://www.king.ca/climatechange is a community wide plan to best mitigate, adapt and improve resilience to the effects and impacts of climate change on a local level both in the near and far term. This plan aims to provide a framework of future priorities, actions, studies and pilots. Directing the Township towards a resilient, adapted future allowing King Township to excel as a climate driven municipality in Ontario and Canada. The King Community Climate Action Plan (KCCAP) was developed around the vision of a low carbon community that continues to encapsulate the rural culture of King. We are a community of communities, intertwined with technology, community action, and resiliency, we will be able to bring King into the 21st century and de-carbonize our Township. 

This plan serves as the Township's roadmap for reducing greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and advancing sustainability goals, with targets set for 35% emission reductions by 2030 and achieving net zero by 2050.

The plan will guide the Township’s climate action efforts over the coming years, ensuring King remains committed to environmental leadership. Township staff will continue to seek funding opportunities and partnerships to implement the actions outlined in the plan. Within the plan there are a variety of nature based climate solutions referenced that the municipality is already undertaking as well as new opportunities.  

Objective: Support the protection, restoration, and enhancement of natural systems to foster climate resiliency.

Key Actions: 
- Protect and Restore wetlands and naturalized areas to provide critical habitat, increase flood risk resilience and sequester carbon. The Township of King is currently undergoing a Natural Asset Inventory which will help us identify new restoration opportunities. 
- Increase tree canopy coverage and protection in King Township. Within the KCCAP and the Corporate Strategic Plan, the Environmental Outreach & Sustainability division is responsible for overseeing the Key 

Result: Plant 50,000 native trees, shrubs and wildflowers by 2026 which will support biodiversity, increase tree canopy coverage and woodland coverage, while providing habitat and food resources to a variety of wildlife including bird species. To learn more about the progress made to date on this Key Result please visit 
https://www.king.ca/strategicplan


	Text Field 24: 1
	Text Field 1019: The Township has used the “Objectives and Key Results” (OKR) goal-setting framework for the 2023-2026 Corporate Strategic Plan. Using the OKR methodology allows the Township to set and track measurable goals and their outcomes. It pairs the objectives we want to achieve with the key results that will be used to measure progress of the objective. 
• PRIORITY What focus areas are of the utmost importance to citizens? Priority Areas are intended to define the focus and produce the desired change in the lives of citizens, stakeholders and organizations through the implementation of the Corporate Strategic Plan. 
• OBJECTIVE What goals do we want to accomplish? An objective describes the goal we aim to achieve related to this priority. Objectives are concrete, action-oriented, and inspirational. 
• KEY RESULT How will we measure the accomplishments of our goals? Key Results are desired outcomes that will indicate progress taken towards achieving the objective. They are measurable, specific and time bound. If a Key Result is achieved, the Township is one step closer to accomplishing the accompanying objective and priority. 

Township Priorities: A GREENER FUTURE Planning for a green and sustainable future means finding ways to adapt to climate change pressures while also offsetting the effects that it has already had. It means focusing on protecting and enhancing our environment and natural lands, while maintaining future sustainability.

Objective #1- Deveop environmentally sustainable solutions that reduce King's footprint and mitigate against the impacts of climate change. 

Key Results: 
 • Adopt a begin implementation of the Climate Change Action Plan by 2026 
 • Reduce Corporate emissions by 140 tC02e (tonnes of carbon dioxide) 
 • Develop a Green Development Standards Incentive Program by 2026. 

Objective #2: Promote Tree Canopy Growth and Enhance Natural Lands 

Key Results: 
 • Inventory Township natural assets by 2026
 • Develop an Invasive Species Management Strategy by 2026 
 • Plant 50,000 trees, shrubs and wildflowers 
 • Achieve the York Region minimum canopy cover recommendation for King of 36%. 

Link to CSP: https://www.king.ca/strategicplan 

King’s Community Services Department is dedicated to conserving, protecting, and enhancing natural assets, with a focus on growing the tree canopy. The vision is to be a leader in tree awareness, protection, enhancement, and growth throughout King.
 Managing and increasing King’s canopy cover benefits everyone. The 2023 King Township Forest Study found that King’s trees remove 468 tonnes of pollution annually, store one million tonnes of carbon, sequester 12,800 tonnes of carbon per year, produce 34,000 tonnes of oxygen annually, and reduce the UV index in residential areas by 52%. The study recommends expanding canopy cover, increasing biodiversity, and promoting climate resilience. Volunteer tree planting opportunities allow community participation in canopy growth.
As the largest municipality in York Region, maintaining King’s tree canopy is vital for the Greenbelt’s health. King coordinates wildlife and has extensive natural coverage compared to urbanized southern municipalities. Growing the canopy reduces fragmentation impacts, provides wildlife habitat, lowers summer temperatures, and offers UV protection.

To review the King Township Forest Study please visit https://www.king.ca/TreeCanopy

Environmental Stewardship & Sustainability is responsible for conducting community planting opportunities, identify opportunities for restoration enhancement and naturalization through native planting and working collaboratively with partnering organizations including the conservation authorities, LEAF and Ontario Streams. The Township of King works closely with the TRCA and LSRCA to consult, plan and identify new planting opportunities as well as utilize their staff expertise. 
Since 2017, Environmental Stewardship & Sustainability has planted over 20,000 native trees and shrubs in parks and open spaces. Majority of which include restoration planting to increase naturalization, increase the municipalities canopy coverage, enhance habitat, and restore riparian buffers. A large focus of our community tree planting deliverables increases natural habitat through native plantings in priority areas that greatly benefit from habitat enhancement. Planting native trees and conducting natural landscape improvements will further support a healthy urban forest, help mitigate the effects of climate change, filter air pollution, reducing temperature in urban areas, filtering run off, increasing biodiversity, and providing food and habitat to different species of fauna.
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	Text Field 22: 0
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York Region Forest Conservation Bylaw, 2013-68
• This bylaw prohibits and regulates the destruction and injuring of trees in woodlots and woodlands in the Regional Municipality of York. It applies to all woodlands and woodlots in those lower-tier municipalities which have delegated their power to the Region according to subsection 135(2) of the Municipal Act, 2001.  
• According to the 2020 Woodland Cover Assessment by York Region the area of woodlot and woodland cover on public and private property in King was 8,797 hectares (North-South Environmental, 2021).
The subsequent list provides an overview of the municipal policies, programs, and plans that are currently applied in the governance or management of the forest in King.

Municipal Act, 2001- The Municipal Act of 2001 empowers municipalities to be accountable for their own jurisdiction and provides the power to pass and adopt by-laws.

King Tree Management Plan, (currently being updated 2025)- The King Tree Management Plan (TMP) provides the Township with a comprehensive document that outlines the programs, protocols, and guidelines associated with managing, sustaining, and guaranteeing the growth of the Township’s trees in a safe and cost-effective manner. 

ThinKING Green - The Sustainable King: Green Development Standards program has been developed to expand upon the sustainability policies outlined in the Township’s Official Plan and Integrated Community Sustainability Plan (Sustainable King). The Green Development Standards program establishes a set of metrics with the purpose of evaluating the sustainable performance of new development in the Township of King. The development metrics established through this program represent the vision for the Township and the Township’s overarching goal of creating a sustainable, resilient and healthy community for all. These metrics will apply to all Site Plan applications throughout the Township to ensure that all proposed development aligns with the vision for the community. 

The identification, protection, enhancement and restoration of the natural environment are core components of the program. King Township contains portions of the Oak Ridges Moraine, Greenbelt and Holland Marsh, all of which contain diverse ecosystems. 1 Within King Township’s Villages, community green spaces and parkland contribute to creating more walkable, healthy communities while providing for natural areas within urbanized areas. The development metrics in this section look to minimize the impacts of development on the natural environment through limiting the fragmentation of rural and agricultural land and by retaining and enhancing existing natural vegetation. Proposed developments should be harmonious with the natural landscape, and developments within the Villages should promote open space, trails and parkland.  

The Green Development Standards program supports diversifying land uses to ensure an appropriate balance between residential, commercial, industrial and institutional uses while also preserving the natural heritage system, agricultural system and open spaces through directing development to the Villages. All new Site Plan applications submitted to the Township under the Planning Act, with the exception of Site Plan applications required for conformity purposes with the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan (ORMCP) area are required to address the metrics of the Sustainable King: Green Development Standards Program as part of a complete application. Within each principle area are a variety of sustainability metrics. Metrics are separated into three sections based on the location of the proposed development. All applications must address the General development metrics. For developments located within Nobleton, Schomberg and King City, the Villages development metrics must also be addressed. For developments in the rest of the Township, including the Hamlets, the Countryside development metrics must be addressed. 2 The Township recognizes that specific metrics may not be applicable to all development applications. If a metric is not applicable to the proposed development an explanation should be provided as to why the metric is not applicable.  There is also an opportunity to suggest a sustainability metric that is not currently included within the program. The final page of the Sustainability Review Table provides a table where a development metric can be proposed. This metric must be allocated in to one of the four principles, and justification must be provided to support the proposed metric. The Township will review the proposed metric and evaluate the number of points to be awarded. 

King Corporate Strategic Plan 2023 – 2026- The Township of Kings’ Corporate Strategic Plan (CSP) is a collaborative and inclusive community planning tool that identifies the desired future for the community, function and the general vision for the Township’s future. The CSP is created based on Council’s identified priorities for the existing term, which reflect the changing needs of their constituents. The CSP sets the context for guiding the Township’s long-term goals within the medium period term and clearly defines obligations and commitments of the Township to its citizens and the public.  The CSP outlines priorities, objectives and key results as the goal-setting framework, and recognizes the role of the green spaces and the tree canopy for the Township’s future. 

King Official Plan, 2019, approved 2020- The Official Plan (OP) establishes a comprehensive, long-term vision for the Township as a whole and provides a detailed policy framework to guide growth in the Township. The Official Plan was adopted by Council in 2019 and approved by the Region in 2020. The OP currently directs land use planning to 2031. The Township has initiated a review of the OP to respond to changes in Provincial and Regional policy, and to guide growth in the Township to the year 2051. The OP recognizes the important role of the Township’s natural heritage system, including trees, woodlands and woodlots, in improving conservation, air quality, and reducing the urban heat island effect (Section 4, Our Pristine Environment). The Plan promotes land conservation and outlines key environmental features, supports public engagement, and includes policies related to maintaining the forest. 

King Community Climate Action Plan, 2024 
• The King Community Climate Action Plan (KCCAP) was developed around the vision of a low carbon community that continues to encapsule the rural culture of King. We are a community of communities, intertwined with technology, community action, and resiliency, we will be able to bring King into the 21st century and de-carbonize our Township. 
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	Text Field 1024: Through the ThinKing Green Development Standards, All proposed developments must obtain the “Minimum Target” for all applicable sustainability metrics. For each of the four principle areas, the proposed development must obtain at least one “Level 1” target and one “Level 2” target. In addition to achieving at least one “Level 1” target and one “Level 2” target in each principle area, proposed development must score a minimum of 25 points across all four principles. The minimum point total of 25 must be achieved in addition to satisfying all other application requirements to obtain support from the Township’s Planning Division. 

Within the ThinkingGreen King Development Standards (2024), Section 4.6 Supporting Pollinators, outlines what standard proponents must meet when undertaking development in King. Points are awarded for certain levels of compliance. This includes meeting the following in some capacity if necessary: 
-Native plants that support pollinators and promote biodiversity make up a maximum of 20% of the total quantity of plants proposed (1 Point)
-100% of all plantings are native plant species, and a minimum of 50% of the plantings support pollinators and promote biodiversity (+2 points total 3 points)
-In addition to meeting the Level 1 Target, provide pollinator gardens comprised of native plants that support pollinators in parks, gardens and naturalized areas (+1 Point total 4 points).

In addition, the King Township Tree Management Plan includes a  diverse list of approved tree species that are permitted to be planted. 

The Township of King Community Services Department, Environmental Outreach & Sustainability Division and Parks & Forestry Division work collaboratively to conserve, protect and enhance our natural assets and are committed to growing our tree canopy coverage. King Township demonstrates commitment to preserving our natural resources and enhancing the natural environment by investing in green infrastructure. The Township of King has several guiding documents which include the Corporate Strategic Plan, Tree Management Plan and the Community Climate Action Plan all of which act as guiding documents for municipal decision making. 

The Environmental Outreach & Sustainability division is responsible for conducting community planting opportunities, identify opportunities for restoration enhancement and naturalization through native planting and working collaboratively with partnering organizations including the conservation authorities, LEAF and Ontario Streams. The Township of King works closely with the TRCA and LSRCA to consult, plan and identify new planting opportunities as well as utilize their staff expertise. For municipality led restoration and naturalization plantings conducted by the Environmental Outreach  Sustainability division, we source all of our native trees shrubs and wildflower locally and reputable nurseries and ensure 100% of the vegetation used for our plantings are native. 
	Text Field 18: 1
	Text Field 1025: The Township of King is committed to conserving and enhancing pollinator and monarch habitat through native wildflower plantings, wildflower and milkweed seed giveaways, educational workshops, signage, citizen science monitoring, programming as well as nature-based education. In 2024, the Township of King Community Services Department implemented a variety of projects to help create, enhance and restore pollinator habitat throughout the Township of King. The Township of King planted 795 native wildflowers throughout the Township while also restoring 6401 sqft. area of wildflower meadow at Cold Creek Conservation Area while also planting 8215 native trees and shrubs that support local wildlife and pollinator species. 4200 of the 8215 native trees and shrubs were planted with the community through spring and fall community tree plantings. In addition,  in an effort to empower King residents to create pollinator habitat, King offers the Green Yards Program which is held every year during the spring providing residents with the opportunity to purchase native wildflower kits at an affordable cost to encourage the community to increase natural habitat on their private properties. 

The Environmental Stewardship Coordinator at the Township of King undertakes yearly projects that demonstrate garden/habitat creation to attract birds and insects and support fauna. This includes:
 -Tall Grass Prairie restoration initiative at Cold Creek Conservation Area 
-Mowing Reduction Initiative to increasing naturalization through tree, shrub and wildflower planting.
-Terrestrial invasive species monitoring and mapping throughout King Township.
-Enhancing existing and creating new habitats for pollinators in parks, gardens and naturalized areas to support our Bee City Certification & Mayors Monarch Pledge by offering community plantings throughout the municipality. 

Bee City Designation since 2017 
King Township is the Ninth Bee City in Canada! The goal of the Bee City Canada certification is to provide and promote healthy, sustainable habitats for bees and other pollinator species. Bees and other pollinators around the globe have experienced declines due to a combination of environmental factors that have serious implications for the future health of flora and fauna. Bee City Canada encourages municipalities and their residents to support bees and other pollinators on both public and private land by fostering environmental awareness around this issue.

https://beecitycanada.org/bee-cities/township-of-king/

Mayors Monarch Pledge
The Township of King is committed to conserving and enhancing pollinator and monarch habitat through native wildflower plantings, wildflower and milkweed seed giveaways, educational workshops, signage, citizen science monitoring, programming as well as nature-based education. Participating in the Mayors Monarch pledge directly aligns with municipal priorities while also supporting Environmental Stewardship initiatives focused on educating and engaging residents and enhancing monarch and pollinator habitat.

https://www.king.ca/MayorsMonarchPledge
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	Text Field 1026: 
Cold Creek conservation Area contains over 50 bird nesting boxes which support a variety of wintering and migratory bird species. These boxes are monitored to determine the types of birds that are using them. Typical species that have been observed utilizing these bird boxes include: Chickadee, Tree Swallow, Blue Bird and Wren (https://www.coldcreek.ca/cold-creek-nesting-box-monitoring). We also have installed duck boxes throughout the wetlands on the property. 


The Dufferin Marsh is a wetland that provides for a variety of natural features and functions and contains a variety of plant communities, which support resident and migratory birds and animals. More than 50 species of birds have been observed in the wetland. The avian diversity is unusual and significant for a small wetland. The Dufferin Marsh Nature Connection often works in partnership with King for bird related events and promotions. In addition there are several nesting boxes installed throughout the wetland and monitored by the Dufferin Marsh Nature Connection community group. 


King  Township Municipal Centre Wetland Restoration 2021-2022- Several Nesting boxes installed within the wetland in partnership with the Toronto and Region Conservation Authority. Additionally in 2023, bat boxes were installed on Township property at King and Weston Road. 
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	Text Field 1027: The Environmental Stewardship Coordinator works with local schools to undertake a variety of activities that promote outdoor biodiversity and conservation by annually engaging local schools in Private Tree Plantings and habitat enhancement projects. In 2024 several schools participated in plantings including Nobleton Public School, King City Secondary School and Seneca College Environmental Landscape Management Program. Through our Community Tree Planting efforts made in partnership with LEAF, we collectively engages 562 community members and volunteers in planting 2,999 native trees and shrubs through four public planting events and four private planting events. 

The Township of King continues to offer and evolve a variety of nature-based programs throughout the year for all ages at Cold Creek Conservation Area.  Cold Creek Conservation Area offer a variety of recreation and nature based programs on site year round to schools, community groups such as Girl Guide groups as well as Summer Camps led by King staff. The programs are also offered through in school programming. Several programs offered at Cold Creek Conservation Area include Jr. Forest Explorers, Ecosystem Exploration, Pollinator Pals and Little Green Thumbs. The following programs integrate  nature exploration and appreciation while engaging youth in hands on activities which include creating habitat through wildflower planting, forest exploration, aquatic ecosystem monitoring  and flora and fauna identification processes. In the Pollinator Pals Program, participants learn about the lifecycles of the monarch butterfly, migration, identification and important host plant species such as milkweed. In 2024, the Pollinator Pals Program ran 12 times with approximately 180 students participating.
 
The King Environmental Action Team (KEAT), formed in 2024, is a group of citizens in King who are interested in undertaking hands-on environmental action. We have begun to reach out to local schools to promote activities and to try and engage youth. KEAT will be partnering with King’s Mayor’s Youth Action Team (MYAT) to promote and participate in activities. 
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	Text Field 1028: 
There is financial support for participants of community group programs or activities who need help paying for registration fees or equipment. The purpose of the  King Community Assistance Program is to provide fee assistance that is fair, equitable and easy to access for low-income King Township residents.The purpose of the Community Assistance Program is to provide fee assistance that is fair, equitable and easy to access for low-income King Township residents. The Community Services Department understands the benefits to individuals and families that are deprived from recreational opportunities. The department also recognizes that the ability to participate in these opportunities can be difficult, or limited for persons with low-income.
The foundation of the program is based on the values of human dignity and respect, health and wellness, social justice, and quality of life. Building these values, the Community Assistance Program creates an environment of cooperation and inclusivity to provide and improve recreational opportunities for individuals and families.

Additionally, The Environmental Outreach & Sustainability division offers a variety of  free environmental Stewardship activities to the community annually.  

Hoot & Howl 
Date Offered: January 18 2025 
Location: Cold Creek Conservation Area, Education Centre 
Registration offered through the TRCA & Workshop held in partnership with the TRCA 
Cost: Free 
Join us for a night of fun and adventure! Enjoy a short presentation on owls and coyotes followed by a trip into the woods. Together we will listen for these nightime predators and see whooo whooo we can identify!
Registration Link: 
https://trca.ca/events-calendar/#event=hoot-and-howl-5;instance=20250118180000?popup=1&lang=en-US


Guided Bird Walk & Talk 
Date Offered: Thursday, June 20th 2025
Location: Cold Creek Conservation Area 
Registration Code: 22321 
Registration offered through the Township of King Perfect Mind 
Cost: Free 

Join us for a leisurely stroll, where our knowledgeable staff will lead you through Cold Creek's trail systems. This immersive experience is perfect for bird enthusiasts of all levels as well as anyone looking for an excuse to get outdoors and enjoy nature.
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	Text Field 1029: In 2024, the Township of King partnered with the Lake Simcoe South Master Gardeners to offer a Series of Free Pollinator Friendly Gardening Workshop. Several students from the Seneca College Environmental Landscape Management Program attended both workshops. Although the programs were not bird specific, the Lake Simcoe South Master Gardeners integrated educational elements into the workshops which include What  native species to plant to attract birds, garden maintenance best practices and integrating green elements into garden design to support local wildlife. 

Gardening Workshop: How to Attract Pollinator to your Garden
Our Pollinators are in Peril - What can we do to help them? Join us for a free presentation hosted by the Lake Simcoe South Master Gardeners. Participants will learn how to attract pollinators to their gardens. The presentation will cover basic pollinator needs such as food sources, nesting area, beneficial landscape features and the importance of including native plants in our gardens to attract butterflies, bees and birds. 

Gardening Workshop: Planning a Pollinator Garden
In the past 30 years there has been a startling decline in the populations of pollinators; and our natural ecosystems are taking a big hit. We can take positive steps to help support pollinators by including pollinator friendly plants in our backyards and in our communities. Join us for a free presentation hosted by the Lake Simcoe South Master Gardeners. This presentation will teach participants how to plan and design a pollinator garden. Participants will learn about plants best suited for different conditions and receive suggestions for designs based on these conditions.
	Text Field 6: 1
	Text Field 1030: Seneca College (13990 Dufferin St., King City, ON, L7B 1B3) has developed its Sustainability Plan (2021-2026), focusing on four priority themes: leadership, community, education and research and operations. Similarly, there is a Sustainable Seneca Committee which is a cross-institutional stakeholder group of students and employees. The committee advises Seneca’s Office of Sustainability and makes recommendations on the strategic actions and priorities outlined in Seneca’s Sustainability plan. https://www.senecacollege.ca/about/sustainability.html. 
Highlights of Seneca’s Sustainability initiatives include: 
-2 million bees buzzing in 50 hives on three campuses.
-800 heads of lettuce produced each semester on campus in Seneca’s Urban Farm.
-278 Tesla Model S equate to the weight of waste that Seneca diverts from landfill annually.
-26 electric vehicle charge ports installed at King and Newnham campuses.
-1,800 kilograms of compost created yearly at Newnham Campus.
 
Also located at Seneca is a Forest Garden which "is a perennial garden composed of trees, shrubs and ground cover.It develops over time, requiring little maintenance as the plants mature and self-propagate. It is a wide-spread agricultural practice that can have wide-ranging cultural and environmental benefits.”  The forest garden allows for habitat as well as food sources for a variety of wildlife including birds. Some of the trees and shrubs will bear fruit, and the garden will incorporate Indigenous ways of learning to include herbs and other edible plants. https://www.senecacollege.ca/support/donor-community/giving-back-stories/2022-stories/forest-garden-at-seneca-inspires-students-to-lead.html
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	Text Field 1031: Providing public access to resources at Community events through the Environmental Stewardship Outreach table and making resources available on the King Township website.  

How to Build a Bird Box https://www.king.ca/birdbox

To learn more about creating your own pollinator Garden please visit BFG Canada Website

Here are two documents to help you start your own pollinator garden:

1. Planting Guide 

2. Find Your Roots

https://www.king.ca/BeeCityCertification

Township of King Invasive Species 
https://www.king.ca/invasivespeciesmanagement

Learning Resources
Access the following resource links below to learn more about invasive species and how you can help to prevent the spread. 


The King City Bird Team website has been developing overtime and contains a variety of resources for residents (https://www.king.ca/BirdFriendlyCity). The King BFC website contain information about:
-The Official Bird of King – Black-capped Chickadee.
-Bird friendly actions residents can take at home.
-Outdoor cat information.
-King Animal Control By-Law.
-How to build a bird box.
-Contests – Ran the first ever King Bird Photo contest from August to September. The winners received prizes from a local nature store (bird feeder, bird house). 


Quick Reference Guide
Grow Me Instead- Southern Ontario 
https://www.king.ca/invasivespeciesmanagement
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	Text Field 1032: Previous original application met this criteria. 
	Text Field 1: 1
	Text Field 1033: Within the entrance to the King Municipal Centre there is a digital display indicating that King is certified as a Bird Friendly City by nature Canada and highlights our Official Bird. We will continue to promote the BFC certification at our stewardship events via poster boards and Bird Team sign up forms. 
In addition to this, throughout King there are specific Park locations where interpretive signage has been installed. This signage informs residents and vi1sitors about a specific ecosystem as well as the birds and mammals that live there.  Informative Signage at the King Township Head Office highlighting key species including the Great Blue Heron and the Red-Tailed Hawk. Informative signage at the King Township Head Office highlighting specific ecosystems and the animals within them; including the Downy Woodpecker, Screech Owl and Red Tailed Hawk. 
Trisan Centre- Outlook includes information and there are several at the Dufferin Marsh as well as one on Burns Blvd overlooking the wetland.
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	Text Field 1034: Throughout King, there is a variety of businesses that promote bird friendly practices including:
Grackle Coffee located in Schomberg, offer fair trade, organic coffee and food and are the primary coffee supplier of the Dufferin Marsh Group.
The Tru Country & Garden Store, in Schomberg sells bird related materials such as feeders and seeds (no website).
The Black Forest Garden Centre in King City, sells bird related materials, and has a Seedlings Garden Club for kids age 7-10 which provides a private Facebook Group that provides information, activities related to bird watching and bird feeder building https://www.blackforestgardencentre.com/bookings-checkout/seedlings-garden-club-ages-7-9.
The Nobleton Feed Mill sells a variety of bird merchandise including seed/suet, bird feeders and books on birds https://www.nobletonfeedmill.com/.
Home Hardware in Schomberg, sells bird seed, bird books, bird houses/feeders http://www.schomberghomehardware.ca/contact.html.
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	Text Field 1035: https://www.king.ca/officialbird#:~:text=After%205%20months%20of%20voting,Official%20Bird%20of%20King%20Township!

The Black-Capped Chickadee is the Official Bird of King Township! Over 230 residents were able to chose between five different birds that they feel best represented King and had the opportunity to nominate a bird of their own choice.

The Black-capped Chickadee is a bird almost universally considered “cute” thanks to its oversized round head, tiny body, and curiosity about everything, including humans. The chickadee’s black cap and bib; white cheeks; gray back, wings, and tail; and whitish underside with buffy sides are distinctive. Its habit of investigating people and everything else in its home territory, and quickness to discover bird feeders, make it one of the first birds most people learn. Stay tuned for some exciting bird initiatives and contests in 2024 featuring the Black-capped Chickadee!

Click on the corresponding link to learn more about Nature Canada's Birst Friendly City and the Black-capped Chickadee. 

Facts About the Black-Cap
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	Text Field 1036: Dufferin Marsh
Within King Township, the Dufferin Marsh Nature Connection is a crew of committed individuals that care about the Dufferin Marsh and the community of Schomberg. They believe that a healthy ecosystem translates to a healthy community. They are very concerned about the growing disassociation of people from nature, and work to provide opportunities for people to reconnect through events, workshops, restoration projects and citizen science activities. Regular bird counts are undertaken by volunteers, residents and visitors. Bird Related events and program can be found here: as well as a list of bird species that are observed http://www.dufferinmarsh.ca/. 
 The York Simcoe Nature Club (YSNC)
The York Simcoe Nature Club (YSNC) provides a venue for York Region and Simcoe County residents who have a special interest in outdoor recreation and natural history to get together and share ideas, expertise, community projects and local natural history. The Club also serves as a unified voice to constructively influence municipal planning, environmental awareness and environmental protection, particularly locally. The YSNC is the steward of the Cawthra Mulock Nature Reserve and has been operational since 2007 under various agreements with Ontario Nature, the owner of the land. At various times over the year the Club organizes nature walks for members and friends. These walks provide an opportunity not only to enjoy the outdoors, but also to learn about nature as members share their specific skill, be it flowers, birds, trees, butterflies and more. In the past, our walks have been at:
-Cawthra Mulock Nature Reserve
-Scanlon Creek Conservation Area
-Parts of the Oak Ridges Moraine Trail
-Parts of the Nokiidaa Trail
-Seneca College King Campus
 The Club provides opportunities for members to participate in Citizen Science. Some of the surveys in which members have participated include:
-Christmas Bird Count2
-Swift Watch
-Baillie Birdathon
-Invasive Species Inventory at Cawthra Mulock Nature Reserve
-BioBlitz at Scanlon Creek Conservation Area
-Backyard frog count
-Breeding Bird Atlas
-Feeder Watch
https://www.ysnatureclub.com/about.html
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