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Ask Your Candidates

Be the Voice of Nature!

When you speak with a politician they know there are hundreds more people who share your values
and passion. This is the moment to make sure Nature’s voice is heard!

In Canada and around the world we’re losing nature and species at a faster rate than we can recover
them. Every day, more species are at risk of extinction while people face severe threats from climate
change, biodiversity loss and other crises.

Here are a few questions to ask your local candidates running to be your next Member of Parliament:

Do you believe that we have to choose between protecting nature
and growing the economy? Or can we do both?

Why it matters: Our natural environment is a source of incredible wealth for Canada. For
our economy, our national identity, and our health. As we plan for the future we must
recognize that there is no path towards economic prosperity without a healthy
environment.

Do you support protecting more of Canada’s land, waters, and
oceans? Will you support protected areas in our region?

Why it matters: Canada’s natural landscape is part of our cultural identity and protecting
and restoring natural areas is critical to reversing species loss and tackling climate
change.

What role do you think Indigenous Peoples should have in nature
conservation?

Why it matters: Indigenous stewardship, traditional knowledge systems, and
Indigenous-led conservation programs are proven to be vital to successful conservation
and climate planning in Canada.

How would you help ensure that industries like mining, oil, and
logging are not harming our planet?

Why it matters: The federal government plays a big role in assessing and monitoring the
environmental impact of our natural resources including their biodiversity and climate
records.

How will you work to make sure everyone in our community has
equal access to nature?

Why it matters: Access to nature in Canada is sharply divided by race and socio-
economic status. Every Canadian should have access to enjoy the benefits from nature’s
healing properties

info@naturecanada.ca
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Tips for Talking with Candidates:

e Keep these questions handy for when your candidates comes to your door — or you can
go to them! Print them or save them on your phone, so you’re ready.

e Taking the time to get to know your local candidates and their positions on issues that
matter to you is a fantastic way to help inform your voting decision.

* The candidate that gets elected will represent your community in the House of Commons
until the next election, so this is a great opportunity to get to know them.

e Candidates are just everyday folks, so be sure to be kind and respectful.

How did your candidates do? Let us know!
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or visit:
naturecanada.ca/ask-your-candidates

What’s Next?

¢ Remember to Vote!

Verify your voter status and update your details at elections.ca

¢ Who should | vote for?

Choosing a candidate that aligns with your nature values is up to you. A good place
to start is our Nature Platform. These are our top nature priorities at the federal level.
http://naturecanada.ca/nature-platform

e Talk about it:

Let your friends, family, and neighbours know that nature matters to you. Share your
insights on social media, local forums, and town halls. Every voice helps.

o After election day:

You're helping build a stronger movement. But the work doesn’t stop there. We’'ll let
you know when there are opportunities to raise your voice for nature again as we
fight for more nature protection and restoration across Canada.

info@naturecanada.ca
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