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BIRD FRIENDLY CITY 
IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT EXERCISE OF POWERS 

IN RELATION TO THE STANDARD

To apply for Bird Friendly status for small municipalities, the municipality must have a small 
population (roughly less than 15,000 residents) or a very dispersed population that contains 
multiple villages or small towns. Municipalities with populations up to 30,000 may apply for 
certification under this standard, or may apply for the Bird Friendly City Canada Standard. The 
standard for small municipalities is different from the “Bird Friendly City Canada Standard” mainly 
to reflect the reality that small municipalities have less capacity, and often, different circumstances 
than larger and more densely populated cities. 

The applicant municipality must have its own elected Council with typical municipal powers that 
it can exercise alone or in tandem with an upper tier municipality (e.g. a County or a Region). If 
a lower level municipality applies but does not have powers to implement some of the criteria, 
those criteria could be addressed by the upper level municipal government through its own 
policies. For the criteria where you believe this is the case, it is the responsibility of the applying 
bird team to explain what level of government is responsible for the policy and how the local 
municipality is implementing it. 
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MANDATORY 
CRITERIA
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

MANDATORY CRITERIA

DESCRIPTION
Establish a Bird Team to drive the project forward. 

Ensure that your team is as diverse as possible 

and has a liaison with the municipality (municipal 

staff or a councillor).

SCORING INDICATORS
Provide a list of the Bird Team 

members, affiliations and 

contact information

M-1 – ESTABLISHMENT OF BIRD TEAM

Criteria Complete or 
Undertaken to Complete?

Confirmed by Scoring 
Committee as having met 
Standard? 
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

MANDATORY CRITERIA

DESCRIPTION
We recognize that all of Canada is still within the 

traditional territory or unceded territory of Indig-

enous Peoples. Through respect of this fact, and 

the inherent rights of Indigenous Peoples, an 

Indigenous perspective should be included in this 

program if possible. We encourage prospective 

applicant bird teams to seek this perspective.  Bird 

teams must identify the Indigenous traditional 

territory/territories of the municipality and invite 

someone from these communities to participate in 

the initiative.

SCORING INDICATORS
Provide evidence you have determined in which Indig-

enous traditional territory/territories your municipality 

occurs and that you are encouraging the participation 

and perspective of the local Indigenous community in 

the initiative.

Provide the name of the relevant Indigenous Nation(s) 

and report on the outcome of an invitation to partic-

ipate in the initiative. In some cases, this may require 

the support of Nature Canada to coordinate contact-

ing Indigenous communities.

M-2:  INDIGENOUS PEOPLES, LAND AND INCLUSION

Criteria Complete or 
Undertaken to Complete?

Confirmed by Scoring 
Committee as having met 
Standard? 
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

MANDATORY CRITERIA

DESCRIPTION
Pass a Council resolution nominating or support-

ing your municipality’s efforts to be a Bird Friendly 

Municipality. A resolution from Council ensures 

that the project is known and has been discussed 

at Council level and has Council’s support.

SCORING INDICATORS
Provide a copy of the resolution.

M-3:  FORMAL MUNICIPAL SUPPORT

Criteria Complete or 
Undertaken to Complete?

Confirmed by Scoring 
Committee as having met 
Standard? 
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

 

MANDATORY CRITERIA

DESCRIPTION
Once your municipality has been accorded Bird 

Friendly status, the Bird Team must provide an An-

nual Report card on activities related to your Bird 

Friendly status. Download Report cards from the 

Bird Friendly City website or request from Nature 

Canada staff.

SCORING INDICATORS
Provide an Annual Report card by your 

municipality’s one-year certification 

anniversary. 

M-4:  ANNUAL REPORT

Criteria Complete or 
Undertaken to Complete?

Confirmed by Scoring 
Committee as having met 
Standard? 
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

MANDATORY CRITERIA

DESCRIPTION
Bird Friendly City status will last two years, after 

which you must reapply. Each application can 

use and build-on past applications, but must 

show some evidence of progress over time. No 

evidence of progress will result in rejecting the 

application or dropping a certification level.

SCORING INDICATORS
Applications for renewal are due by the September or 

February application window that follows the two-

year anniversary of their most recent application’s 

acceptance and their recognition as a bird friendly 

small municipality.

M-5:  RENEWAL OF STATUS

Criteria Complete or 
Undertaken to Complete?

Confirmed by Scoring 
Committee as having met 
Standard? 



HOW CRITERIA IS MET

MANDATORY CRITERIA

DESCRIPTION
Hold an event celebrating World Migratory 

Bird Day in your community. An event can be 

as simple or elaborate as you wish. For ideas 

and options, visit Nature Canada’s World 

Migratory Bird webpage https://www.birdday.

ca/ 

SCORING INDICATORS
Register your event on the World Migratory 

Bird Day Canada webpage https://www.birdday.

ca/host 

M-6:  WORLD MIGRATORY BIRD DAY

Criteria Complete or 
Undertaken to Complete?

Confirmed by Scoring 
Committee as having met 
Standard? 

https://www.birdday.ca/  
https://www.birdday.ca/  
https://www.birdday.ca/host  
https://www.birdday.ca/host  


HOW CRITERIA IS MET

MANDATORY CRITERIA

DESCRIPTION
Include information about Bird Friendly City 

Program on the municipal website once 

certification has been accorded

SCORING INDICATORS
Provide a link and proof of posting.

M-7:  PROGRAM VISIBILITY

Criteria Complete or 
Undertaken to Complete?

Confirmed by Scoring 
Committee as having met 
Standard? 
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OPTIONAL CRITERIA 

While the criteria below are optional, to achieve Bird Friendly status, a certain number of points must be 

obtained in each category of criteria. The level that an applicant is awarded is equivalent to the lowest level 

achieved in each of the three categories of criteria below. 

SECTION 1: THREAT REDUCTION

SECTION 2: HABITAT PROTECTION, RESTORATION, AND CLIMATE RESILIENCY

SECTION 3: COMMUNITY OUTREACH/ EDUCATION

Generally all of the points are awarded contingent on evidence in support of the action. However, points can 

be rewarded even if the action has not been completed, as long as there is strong evidence that a process to 

implement or complete the action is underway.

To obtain Bird Friendly status, a certain number of points must be obtained in each category of criteria. The 

level that an applicant is awarded is equivalent to the lowest level achieved in each of the three categories 

of criteria (threat reduction, habitat protection, restoration and climate resilience, and community outreach/

education). Many of the criteria include evidence of a policy and evidence of implementation of the policy. 

Remember that the policy requirement can be met by a higher level of government than the municipality or 

village, but often implementation is the responsibility of the municipality. 

Another important consideration is that in many cases, actions to meet a criterion are community-based (not 

government). It is a good exercise for Bird Teams during the application process to identify those actions that 

can be implemented by community members and those that require implementation by the municipality or 

some other level of government.
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SECTION 1:
THREAT 
REDUCTION



HOW CRITERIA IS MET

 

THREAT REDUCTION 
1.1 (A) CAT PREDATION OF BIRDS

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)

DESCRIPTION
Regulatory and educational measures taken 

to help control and reduce populations of cats 

roaming at large: 

a. No roam bylaw

SCORING INDICATORS
One point for evidence supporting each subcategory. 

Subcriteria d. can be fulfilled by a survey of residents. 



HOW CRITERIA IS MET

 

THREAT REDUCTION 
1.1 (B) CAT PREDATION OF BIRDS

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)

DESCRIPTION

Coordinated non-regulatory efforts directed at cat 

owners to keep their cats from roaming at large 

such as educational campaigns

SCORING INDICATORS
One point for evidence supporting each subcategory. 

Subcriteria d. can be fulfilled by a survey of residents. 



HOW CRITERIA IS MET

THREAT REDUCTION 
1.1 (C) CAT PREDATION OF BIRDS

DESCRIPTION
An active strategy to reduce populations of 

unowned (feral) cats such as spay/neuter/re-home 

programs, or initiatives to deter pet abandonment

SCORING INDICATORS
One point for evidence supporting each subcategory. 

Subcriteria d. can be fulfilled by a survey of residents. 

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)



HOW CRITERIA IS MET

THREAT REDUCTION 
1.1 (D) CAT PREDATION OF BIRDS

DESCRIPTION
The Bird Team and/or municipality is able to track 

numbers of outdoor cats in their community so 

that progress on reducing the populations of 

outdoor cats can be tracked over time. 

SCORING INDICATORS
One point for evidence supporting each subcategory. 

Subcriteria d. can be fulfilled by a survey of residents. 

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

 

THREAT REDUCTION 
1.2 (A) WINDOW COLLISIONS

DESCRIPTION
Demonstrate that your municipality is taking 

measures to reduce window collisions by:

A) Treating windows of municipal buildings to 

mitigate collisions of birds

SCORING INDICATORS
One point for proof that it is mitigating window colli-

sion danger in their own buildings.

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

THREAT REDUCTION 
1.2 (B) WINDOW COLLISIONS 

DESCRIPTION
Promoting and encouraging mitigation of threat 

from windows to birds in private buildings 

(including houses).

SCORING INDICATORS
One point for evidence that private residents are 

mitigating window collisions (treating their windows) 

and that there are efforts to increase the number of 

households treating their windows.

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

THREAT REDUCTION 
1.3 (A) LIGHT POLLUTION

DESCRIPTION
Within the municipality, there is a policy/ bylaw, 

or active plans to reduce light pollution and there 

is evidence within the municipality or village of 

compliance, such as an active retrofit program 

for street lamps or sporting facilities (e.g. ball 

diamonds or tennis courts), or reducing light 

pollution from private sources through regulation;

SCORING INDICATORS
One point for proof of policy and implementation 

that includes the municipality (can be higher level, 

i.e. county or region-wide such as dark sky zone) and 

one point for evidence of educational and outreach 

campaigns aimed at the local residents (e.g. Dark Sky 

initiative).

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

THREAT REDUCTION 
1.3 (B)  LIGHT POLLUTION

DESCRIPTION
Outreach/ educational campaign to reduce light 

pollution during periods of migration.

SCORING INDICATORS
One point for proof of policy and implementation 

that includes the municipality (can be higher level, 

i.e. county or region-wide such as dark sky zone) and 

one point for evidence of educational and outreach 

campaigns aimed at the local residents (e.g. Dark Sky 

initiative). 

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)



HOW CRITERIA IS MET

THREAT REDUCTION 
1.4 (A) PESTICIDE USE

DESCRIPTION
Municipality has policies/ bylaws to reduce or 

eliminate pesticide use that directly or indirectly 

harms birds on public and/or private lands. Points 

are awarded for: 

Restrictions on herbicides for cosmetic purposes 

(e.g. broad-leafed plant control in yards);

SCORING INDICATORS
Proof of the policies and implementation is provided. 

One point for ban on cosmetic pesticide/ herbicide 

use, one point for ban on Bti and/or neonics, and one 

point for evidence of strong organic/ ecological farm 

presence near the municipality.

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)



HOW CRITERIA IS MET

THREAT REDUCTION 
1.4 (B) PESTICIDE USE

DESCRIPTION
Pesticides to control insect populations that are 

important food sources for birds (neonics and Bti);

SCORING INDICATORS
Proof of the policies and implementation is provided. 

One point for ban on cosmetic pesticide/ herbicide 

use, one point for ban on Bti and/or neonics, and one 

point for evidence of strong organic/ ecological farm 

presence near the municipality.

. 

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

THREAT REDUCTION 
1.4 (C) PESTICIDE USE

DESCRIPTION
Presence of strong organic/ ecological habitat 

management practices in the community.

SCORING INDICATORS
Proof of the policies and implementation is provided. 

One point for ban on cosmetic pesticide/ herbicide 

use, one point for ban on Bti and/or neonics, and one 

point for evidence of strong organic/ ecological farm 

presence near the municipality.

. 

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

THREAT REDUCTION 
1.5  PLASTICS 

DESCRIPTION
There are actions to reduce and remove plastic 

pollution within the local ecosystems, led within 

the community.

SCORING INDICATORS
Provide evidence of community actions to reduce and 

remove plastic pollution from the local ecosystems 

such as shoreline cleanups.

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)



  23

HOW CRITERIA IS MET

THREAT REDUCTION 
1.6 VEHICLES

DESCRIPTION
Measures in place to reduce bird collisions or 

disturbance associated with terrestrial and aquatic 

vehicles (including from the wake of boat traffic, 

agricultural machinery, and recreational vehicles 

on nesting beaches). For example, posted lower 

speed limits, signage to encourage vehicles to 

slow down, and educational campaigns.

SCORING INDICATORS
Provide proof of measures to protect birds and other 

wildlife from vehicle collisions, and related damage or 

disturbance. 

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

THREAT REDUCTION 
1.7 HABITAT DISTURBANCE

DESCRIPTION
Municipality recognizes and encourages practices 

that mitigate disturbance from human activities in ar-

eas surrounding the municipality, for example, adjust-

ing hay harvest timing to protect nesting grassland 

birds, keeping public off beaches during moments 

of shorebird migration, removing abandoned fishing 

gear from nearby fishing grounds, or limiting the 

running of dogs off leash in natural areas.

SCORING INDICATORS
One point for evidence of successful efforts to pro-

tect birds and bird habitat from the types of distur-

bances explained. 

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)



THREAT REDUCTION 
SCORING

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)

ENTRY
7 points from at least 3 categories.

INTERMEDIATE 

9 points from at least 4 categories including at least 1 categories worth 2 or more.

HIGH
11  points or more from at least 5 categories. Must include points in each of first four categories
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SECTION 2:
HABITAT 
PROTECTION, 
RESTORATION, 
AND CLIMATE 
RESILIENCY
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

HABITAT PROTECTION, RESTORATION, AND CLIMATE RESILIENCY

2.1 PROTECTING NATURE AND BIODIVERSITY AND ADDRESSING CLIMATE CHANGE

DESCRIPTION
There are government policies and/ or 

plans to protect nature and/ or biodiversity 

and also to address climate change within 

the territory (either local or regional 

level). In the policy to protect nature, the 

expansion of natural areas, or protection, 

maintenance and restoration of regional 

biodiversity must be explicitly stated as a 

goal. An example of such a policy at the 

county level is Environmentally Sensitive 

Areas. The climate change policy must 

include specific measures for mitigation or 

adaptation including nature-based climate 

solutions. An example for climate mitigation 

and adaptation is riparian restoration and 

wetland expansion.  

SCORING INDICATORS
One point for protected areas and biodiversity policy or plan and 

one point for climate change policy or plan. 1 point for evidence of 

implementation at the local level. Note that these policies may be 

at a higher level of government than your municipality. However, 

to score points, you must provide proof policy with the higher-

level municipality, and proof of implementation within your own 

community. 

One point is deducted upon evidence for large scale current or very 

recent (within one year) activities that damage biodiversity such as 

loss or degradation of important habitat for wildlife, contamination 

of wildlife habitat by toxic chemicals, or building of energy or 

communications infrastructure on or near (within 1 km) important 

areas and habitats for birds

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

2.2  (A) HABITAT MANAGEMENT STRATEGY

DESCRIPTION
Municipality has a habitat management strategy 

based on ecological and climate considerations. 

These include: 

a. increasing the number of trees and area of the 

urban forest canopy; 

SCORING INDICATORS
Provide proof of implementation of each action. One 

point per action. Note that these policies could occur 

at the Regional level but often require implementa-

tion at local level.

HABITAT PROTECTION, RESTORATION, AND CLIMATE RESILIENCY

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

2.2 (B) MUNICIPAL LANDS

DESCRIPTION
Protecting trees on public and private lands 

through tree bylaw that protects trees as a public 

value from private land owners cutting them down 

without permits

SCORING INDICATORS
Provide proof of implementation of each action. One 

point per action. Note that these policies could occur 

at the Regional level but often require implementa-

tion at local level.

HABITAT PROTECTION, RESTORATION, AND CLIMATE RESILIENCY

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

2.2  (C) HABITAT MANAGEMENT STRATEGY

DESCRIPTION
Prohibiting active vegetation management on 

municipal lands during breeding season

SCORING INDICATORS
Provide proof of implementation of each action. 

One point per action. Note that these policies 

could occur at the Regional level but often require 

implementation at local level.

HABITAT PROTECTION, RESTORATION, AND CLIMATE RESILIENCY

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

2.2  (D) HABITAT MANAGEMENT STRATEGY

DESCRIPTION
Protecting and enhancing naturalized buffers for 

watercourses, such as streams, rivers, canals and 

municipal drains, and shorelines, to prevent water 

contamination, reduce erosion and provide and 

protect  habitat, including corridors linking natural 

areas, natural beaches, etc

SCORING INDICATORS
Provide proof of implementation of each action. One 

point per action. Note that these policies could occur 

at the Regional level but often require implementa-

tion at local level.

HABITAT PROTECTION, RESTORATION, AND CLIMATE RESILIENCY

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

2.3  IMPORTANT BIRD AREA NEARBY

DESCRIPTION
There is an Important Bird and Biodiversity Area 

(IBA) within or adjacent to the municipality. A local 

partnership promotes the protection and steward-

ship of this area. The local community is involved 

in stewardship or promotion of the IBA.

SCORING INDICATORS
A point if there is a nearby IBA (the area must be a 

registered IBA on the IBA Canada database – IBACan-

ada.com) and if the local community is involved in 

the stewardship or promotion of the area (e.g. eco-

tourism).  Note that in the case of a village or small 

municipality, this criteria can be satisfied if there is an 

IBA within the county or region, within 20 km of the 

municipality, and if there is digital information on the 

IBA on the municipal website.

HABITAT PROTECTION, RESTORATION, AND CLIMATE RESILIENCY

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)

https://ibacanada.com/
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

2.4 PROMOTING LOCAL NATIVE FLORA ON PUBLIC LANDS

DESCRIPTION
Municipality has a demonstration garden/ 

habitat on municipal lands, with local 

native plants to attract birds and insects, 

which offers residents a good example of 

beneficial practices for wildlife for their 

own properties

      

SCORING INDICATORS
Provide evidence of a demonstration project on municipal 

lands. A pollinator garden, or wildlife garden are example 

demonstrations.

HABITAT PROTECTION, RESTORATION, AND CLIMATE RESILIENCY

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

2.5  PROMOTING LOCAL NATIVE FLORA ON PRIVATE LANDS

DESCRIPTION
Demonstrate widespread community participation 

in initiatives to encourage native plant habitats 

that support native birds on private property, such 

as sustainable, environmentally friendly farming, 

establishment of pollinator habitat, wetland resto-

ration, etc.

SCORING INDICATORS
One point if you provide evidence supporting “wide-

spread community participation” in at least one na-

tional or international initiative or local program that 

encourages increasing wildlife habitat on private land. 

For example, Bee City recognition, ALUS projects, 

and Monarch City certification would all qualify. Need 

to demonstrate that the initiatives show engagement 

by multiple households or businesses.

HABITAT PROTECTION, RESTORATION, AND CLIMATE RESILIENCY

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

2.6 STEWARDSHIP FOR SPECIES OF HIGH CONSERVATION CONCERN

DESCRIPTION
Within the municipality, there are projects to in-

crease or improve breeding or stopover habitat for 

bird species that are of high conservation priority 

from your Bird Conservation Region Plan. Example 

species include Species at Risk (e.g. Chimney Swift 

and Barn Swallow) aerial insectivores, open-coun-

try and grassland birds such as Meadowlarks and 

Tree Swallows, and shorebirds. Example actions: 

providing housing (e.g., maintained Purple Martin 

condos or tree swallow nest boxes), or maintaining 

bird-friendly hay production and managing forests 

to promote old growth conditions.

SCORING INDICATORS
A point if there are active stewardship recovery 

projects (can be led by individuals or groups in the 

community) such as those suggested in the criterion 

description. Two points if there are more than two 

active projects for different species or groups of spe-

cies. For information on Bird Conservation Regions 

and their priority species, visit: https://www.canada.

ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/migra-

tory-bird-conservation/regions-strategies.html

HABITAT PROTECTION, RESTORATION, AND CLIMATE RESILIENCY

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)

 https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/migratory-bird-conservation/regions-st
 https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/migratory-bird-conservation/regions-st
 https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/migratory-bird-conservation/regions-st
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2.6 STEWARDSHIP FOR SPECIES OF HIGH CONSERVATION CONCERN

HABITAT PROTECTION, RESTORATION, AND CLIMATE RESILIENCY

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)

SCORING

HABITAT PROTECTION, RESTORATION, AND CLIMATE RESILIENCY

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)

ENTRY
Entry - 6 points from at least 3 categories

INTERMEDIATE 

Intermediate -  8 points from at least 4 categories

HIGH
10 points from at least 5 categories including at least 2 points from both categories 2.1 and 2.2 and 2.6.
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SECTION 3:
COMMUNITY 
OUTREACH/ 
EDUCATION
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

COMMUNITY OUTREACH/ EDUCATION
3.1  CHILDREN AND YOUTH EDUCATION

DESCRIPTION
A significant percentage of local schools and other A significant percentage of local schools and other 

educational organizations (e.g. Scouts Canada, educational organizations (e.g. Scouts Canada, 

Earth Rangers, 4-H) provide students with oppor-Earth Rangers, 4-H) provide students with oppor-

tunities to connect with nature, enjoy birds and tunities to connect with nature, enjoy birds and 

learn how to help them. Local school boards, learn how to help them. Local school boards, 

conservation authority, or municipality, has facil-conservation authority, or municipality, has facil-

ities/staffing to support outdoor/environmental ities/staffing to support outdoor/environmental 

education, including opportunities to observe education, including opportunities to observe 

birds. At least one school does a specific bird-re-birds. At least one school does a specific bird-re-

lated program such as lated program such as Christmas bird count for Christmas bird count for 

kidskids, , School Yard Bird BlitzSchool Yard Bird Blitz, , Global Bird RescueGlobal Bird Rescue, , 

or curriculum from or curriculum from Keep cats safe and save bird Keep cats safe and save bird 

liveslives.  Educational programs must include specific .  Educational programs must include specific 

elements designed to engage children and youth elements designed to engage children and youth 

who could be considered underprivileged, racial-who could be considered underprivileged, racial-

ized or recent arrivals to Canada. ized or recent arrivals to Canada. 

SCORING INDICATORS
One point for proof of the programs. A second point 

if there is evidence of widespread involvement such 

as proof of membership / participation numbers for 

programs. A third point if there is evidence provid-

ed of efforts to engage with children or youth who 

are underprivileged, racialized or recent arrivals to 

Canada.

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)

https://www.birdscanada.org/bird-science/christmas-bird-count-for-kids
https://www.birdscanada.org/bird-science/christmas-bird-count-for-kids
https://www.birdscanada.org/discover-birds/bird-friendly-schools/schoolyard-bb
https://www.globalbirdrescue.org/
https://catsandbirds.ca/educational-resources/
https://catsandbirds.ca/educational-resources/
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

COMMUNITY OUTREACH/ EDUCATION
3.2 COMMUNICATING BEST PRACTICES TO HELP BIRDS

DESCRIPTION
Municipality (and/or Bird Friendly City partners if 

appropriate) promotes and has information avail-

able to its residents and visitors linked with Bird 

Friendly City Program about ways to help birds. 

Examples: establishment of natural habitat on 

their property, feeder maintenance, and mitigation 

of threats to birds. 

SCORING INDICATORS
One point if you can provide evidence of the digital 

or paper resources, as well as evidence of public 

interest and knowledge of them (e.g. social media 

activity).

 

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

COMMUNITY OUTREACH/ EDUCATION
3.3  DEMONSTRATIONS OF BIRD FRIENDLY ACTIONS.

DESCRIPTION
Municipality (and/or Bird Friendly City partners 

if appropriate) install displays (e.g. information 

panels) in public areas that include information on 

birds in the community and the benefits of bird 

friendly actions. This is done to encourage local 

residents to do things to help birds

SCORING INDICATORS
One point based on proof of installations (e.g. photo-

graphic evidence, or news stories)

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

COMMUNITY OUTREACH/ EDUCATION
3.4  NEARBY ACCESSIBLE BIRDING LOCATION

DESCRIPTION
There is at least one birding location near your 

village or municipality that has infrastructure to 

facilitate the observation and appreciation of birds 

(e.g. signs, panels, observation tower, and trails). 

Information on birding area, or birding trail and 

how to access it should be easily available digitally 

on partner websites and/or in printed materials.

SCORING INDICATORS
One point based on evidence of a local birding area 

that is publicly accessible, a brief description of the 

infrastructures (e.g. trails, observation tower), and 

how the area can be accessed. Note that links to gen-

eral descriptions of a public park, that do not include 

information about birds, will not be given a point. 

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

COMMUNITY OUTREACH/ EDUCATION
3.5  BIRD FRIENDLY BUSINESSES

DESCRIPTION
For your municipality, one or more business pro-

motes and adopts bird friendly practices (e.g. sell 

or offer bird friendly coffee, sell window treatment 

film, sell products that promote or support bird-

ing, demonstrate bird friendly practices, etc.). 

In the case of a village without a store, partner 

websites/ landing pages recognize or include links 

to bird-friendly products. 

SCORING INDICATORS
One point for proof of businesses in your area with 

bird friendly practices or proof of information on your 

website for Bird Friendly products. This could be the 

Municipality’s website or that of other partners on the 

Bird Team.

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

COMMUNITY OUTREACH/ EDUCATION
3.6 TOWN BIRD

DESCRIPTION
You have a “Town Bird” species that was selected 

through a public engagement process and which 

is recognized by the municipal council. 

SCORING INDICATORS
Provide the name of the “Town Bird” species, proof 

that it was officially adopted or recognized by Council 

and evidence of the process to select it.  

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

COMMUNITY OUTREACH/ EDUCATION
3.7 PARTICIPATORY SCIENCE TO MONITOR BIRDS

DESCRIPTION
There are active participatory science programs 

to monitor birds in your municipality such as 

Christmas Bird Count, Great Backyard Bird Count, 

Project Feederwatch, Marsh Monitoring, Swiftwatch, 

or Global Bird Rescue. Public participation in these 

programs is promoted on local media or social 

media. 

SCORING INDICATORS
Provide a list of bird-related participatory science pro-

grams that operate in your municipality, and evidence 

of efforts to engage community members in these 

programs. Evidence of widespread engagement in 

multiple projects receives 2 points.

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)

https://www.birdscanada.org/bird-science/christmas-bird-count
https://www.birdscanada.org/bird-science/great-backyard-bird-count
https://feederwatch.org/
https://www.birdscanada.org/bird-science/marsh-monitoring-program
https://www.birdscanada.org/bird-science/swiftwatch
https://www.globalbirdrescue.org/
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SCORING

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)

ALL LEVELS MUST DO 3.1

ENTRY
5 points from at least 3 categories

INTERMEDIATE 

Intermediate - 7 points from at least 5 categories. 

HIGH
High – 9 points from at least 7 categories.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH/ EDUCATION

TOTAL POSSIBLE POINTS = 36

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)

STATUS ACHIEVED EQUALS THE LOWEST LEVEL OF ALL THREE SCORED CATEGORIES.

I.E. IF A MUNICIPALITY SCORES 8 IN CATEGORY 1, 12 IN CATEGORY 2 AND 10 IN CATEGORY 3, THEY WOULD 
ACHIEVE ENTRY-LEVEL CERTIFICATION BASED ON THE SCORE OF 8 IN CATEGORY 1.

GRAND TOTAL



BIRD FRIENDLY TEAM
LIST OF MEMBERS, AFFILIATION AND 
CONTACT INFORMATION (M-1)

CURRENT AS OF: 
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	Text Field 87: Uxbridge Township
	Text Field 88: September 1, 2024
	Combo Box 2: [Yes]
	Text Field 1: Yes
	Text Field 45: Carly Davenport
carlyanndavenport@gmail.com
Derek Connelly
dconn5432@gmail.com
Kim Baker
kjbakes@gmail.com
Barb Wride
bwride@sympatico.ca
Nicola Alston
nicolapeter@sympatico.ca
Barbara Samuels
liongoogie@gmail.com
Michael Mesure
executivedirector@flap.org
Jon Alsop
jonathonwalsop@gmail.com

Courtney Clarke - Municipal staff liaison
	Combo Box 3: []
	Combo Box 5: [Yes]
	Text Field 2: Yes
	Text Field 46: We are on the traditional territory of 4 Indigenous communities:
Ho-de-no-sau-nee-ga (Haudenosaunee)
Wendake-Nionwentsïo
Anishinabewaki
Mississauga

The treaty is:
Williams Treaties

Closest First Nations:
Chippewas of Georgina Island (Anishinaabe nation)
Mississaugas of Scugog Island (branch of greater Ojibwa nation)

We contacted Chief and Council of both First Nations by email, as well as mailed hard copy letters
We also contacted Maamawi Collective through their webform  (https://maamawicollective.ca) 
Please find copies of mailed letters in Appendix under M-2

	Combo Box 4: []
	Combo Box 6: [Yes]
	Text Field 3: Yes
	Text Field 47: Derek Connelly and Carly Davenport gave delegation to Council on Feb 12th, 2024
Link to recording of Council meeting: https://pub-uxbridge.escribemeetings.com/Players/ISIStandAlonePlayer.aspx?Id=0a070439-acea-4db3-82a0-cd2031b508ae

A motion was passed in support of our work to pursue certification
See attached letter of resolution from Township in Appendix under M-3

See below from minutes:
"Ms. Davenport concluded by requesting that Council consider endorsing the Bird Friendly Uxbridge Team’s application to Nature Canada to seek certification to designate Uxbridge as a ‘Bird Friendly City’ to achieve the following three goals which include reducing human-related threats to birds, habitat protection, restoration, and climate resiliency and community outreach/education.

Moved by Regional Councillor Garrod Seconded by Councillor Beach

THAT Council support the Bird Friendly Uxbridge Team’s application to Nature Canada to seek certification to designate Uxbridge as a ‘Bird Friendly City’;

AND THAT this matter be referred to staff to work with Ms. Davenport and Mr. Connelly on this project."



	Combo Box 7: [In Progress]
	Text Field 4: Yes
	Text Field 48: We commit to completing an annual report card following certification.
	Combo Box 8: [In Progress]
	Text Field 5: Yes
	Text Field 49: We commit to apply for renewal following two-years of certification.
	Combo Box 9: [Yes]
	Text Field 93: Yes
	Text Field 50: WMBD event held on May 11th, 2024 and Council proclaimed May 11th World Migratory Bird Day in the Township of Uxbridge (see proclamation certificate in Appendix under M-6)

See screenshot of our facebook post with photos of the event in Appendix under M-6.

Media coverage of the event:
https://www.durhamregion.com/news/protect-insects-to-protect-birds-uxbridge-celebrates-world-migratory-bird-day/article_a8a3e37d-3059-5ac8-a133-06de96d3420b.html#:~:text=World%20Migratory%20Bird%20Day%20was,remains%20unnamed%20for%20preservation%20purposes.

https://www.thestandardnewspaper.ca/post/uxbridge-celebrates-world-migratory-bird-day

	Combo Box 10: [In Progress]
	Text Field 6: Yes
	Text Field 51: We have met with Township staff and are actively pursuing this.
	Text Field 94: 1
	Text Field 52: Uxbridge Animal Control Bylaw 2009-081  Section 3 
3.1.1 “No person shall permit or allow an animal to be at large within the limits of the Municipality”  
3.1.2 No Owner of an Animal shall permit such Animal, whether Leashed or unleashed, to enter private property without the consent of the Owner or occupant. 
3.14”No Person shall permit any animal to enter any…garden, landscaped area ….”
"Animal" shall mean any member of the animal kingdom excluding humans, and without limiting the generality of the foregoing, Animal shall include: livestock, dogs, cats, birds and reptiles.
https://www.uxbridge.ca/en/resourcesGeneral/Documents/Animal-Control-By-law.pdf 

Bird Team is working with Township staff to bring forward a feral cat education campaign.

	Text Field 8: 1
	Text Field 53: In 2014 Geoff Carpentier (Uxbridge-area birder and naturalist) wrote an article in the Ontario Field Ornithologists (OFO) newsletter, “Cat an unhealthy addition to the World's Fauna”
https://pub-kawarthalakes.escribemeetings.com/filestream.ashx?DocumentId=13966

In April 2016 North Durham Nature (NDN) newsletter, Geoff Carpentier wrote on “Cats at Large” and against the Trap-Neuter-Release proposal brought to Uxbridge and Scugog councils suggesting the Animal Control By law be amended. No amendment took place. 

“Cats at Large” by Geoff Carpentier in NDN newsletter Vol. 3 No 2. April 2016, pg 2-3”
https://www.northdurhamnature.com/resources/NDN_Newsletters/North%20Durham%20Nature%20Newsletter%20-%20%20Vol%203.%20No.%202%20-%20April%202016.pdf

October 15th, 2020 Derek Connelly wrote a letter to the Editor in Uxbridge Cosmos educating a resident bird lover and a neighbouring cat owner re: Uxbridge Animal Control Bylaw.
See attached letter to the editor in Appendix under 1.1 (B).

We launched a social media education campaign on the threat free-roaming cats pose (see Appendix 1.1(B))

Nature Canada 'Cats and birds' pamphlets printed and put in Town Hall and given out at Farmer's Market


	Text Field 7: 1
	Text Field 54: Uxbridge Cat Rescue
https://www.facebook.com/UxCatRescue/

Edwards Animal Sanctuary
They are a foster based cat rescue located in Uxbridge, Ontario specializing in stray, feral and special needs cats and kittens. Their dedicated network of foster families is committed to the love and care of each and every animal until they are healthy, socialized and ready to go off to their forever homes.
https://www.edwardsanimalsanctuary.com 

Barn Cat Co-op
Active TNR group serving both Durham Region and our neighbours in Kawartha Lakes.  They also relocate (with proper acclimatization protocol) a small number of at risk feral cats who do not have a safe place to return to and work with shelters to assist with ferals in their systems.
As well, they have an adoption program for their domestic cats and kittens and have a dedicated foster team who lovingly care for cats in all shapes, sizes and temperaments.
barncatcoop@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/BarnCatCoop

Letter from local veterinarian Rachel Stadnyck of Pet Hospital on Main of organizations that partner with her (Edwards Animal Sanctuary and Barn Cat Co-op) for spay/neuter and vaccination. 
See letter attached in Appendix under 1.1 (C). 


	Text Field 89: 1
	Text Field 90: Bird Team is tracking numbers of outdoor cats through intake numbers and adoption forms from the local Uxbridge/Scugog Animal Shelter

Adoption form included in Appendix 1.1 (D)

The Township tracks bylaw complaints and offences. In 2023 cat impounds increased by 32%, while in Uxbridge complaints were down by 20%, charges laid was down by 50% and patrol hours reduced by 8%. An interesting finding in the Animal Control Report, that came out of all their tracking data, was a 410% surge in wildlife calls, particularly related to birds and HPAI. 
Reports included in Appendix 1.1 (D). 
	Text Field 9: 1
	Text Field 55: We have met with Township and are actively working towards a retrofit of Town Hall windows. The Township has agreed to let Bird Friendly Uxbridge temporarily treat entrance with oil-based marker mural and they are in the process of obtaining quotes from Feather Friendly for a permanent retrofit.
See photos in Appendix under 1.2 (A).

Information about the oil-based marker mural was posted on the Township website: https://www.uxbridge.ca/en/news/townhall-s-temporary-window-retrofits-bring-the-township-closer-to-becoming-a-bird-friendly-city.aspx

	Text Field 10: 1
	Text Field 56: Barbara Samuels's house and Carly and Jon's house have windows treated with Feather Friendly DIY product
See photos in Appendix under 1.2 (B).

At WMBD event, Feather Friendly donated 3 DIY product kits that we gave away to bird trivia winners.

Education material at the Bird Teams Farmers' Market outreach table, with museum skins of collision victims, video of FLAP Canada's layout, Feather Friendly product samples, oil-based paint marker treatment demonstration. Also education on FLAP Canada's building database, encouraging residents to treat their houses and document this in the database. See photos in Appendix under 1.2 (B)

As residents treat their windows, we are encouraging them to report in FLAP Canada's Bird-Friendly Building Survey: https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/b2d2a92b64c742e399b426cb7afdf67e.

	Text Field 13: 0
	Text Field 59: Township's Official Plan recognizes the need to reduce light pollution:

2.4.2.7 Safe Community Design
To promote safety and security in public places the following measures shall be followed:

iii) appropriate lighting, while recognizing the need to minimize light pollution, visibility and opportunities for informal surveillance shall be provided for all walkways, parking lots, parking garages and parks and open space areas;

	Text Field 14: 1
	Text Field 60: This spring we ran a 'Lights Out Uxbridge' campaign.  It included a survey that residents, businesses, farms, schools and municipal buildings can participate in, to voluntarily turn off unnecessary exterior and interior lighting during peak migration. Uxbridge Trails help us promote this on social media and posters were put up at grocery store, book store, Uxpool, Town Hall, Library, trail heads, and local restaurants and coffee shops.

Survey available online: https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/294ea6dc9e6a48ca8fbe66548bd9cc4d?portalUrl=https://FLAP.maps.arcgis.com

See attached survey and promotion in Appendix under 1.3 (B).
	Text Field 16: 1
	Text Field 62: The Municipality refers to the Provincial ban on cosmetic use of pesticides: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/statute/90p11

Following a petition with over 16,000 signatures and delegation Carly gave on the effects of rodenticides on Great Horned Owls in Durham Region, staff have prepared a report to go to Council.  Report will go to Council once meetings resume their normal schedule in September.
See petition here: https://www.change.org/p/protect-great-horned-owls-from-secondary-rodenticide-exposure-in-durham-region?utm_medium=custom_url&utm_source=share_petition&recruited_by_id=be0449b0-ec9f-11ec-acb8-33d237013032

The same delegation was also given to Central Lake Ontario Conservation Authority (CLOCA), after which the enacted a 'Rodenticide Policy'
see screenshot Appendix 1.4 A
	Text Field 18: 0
	Text Field 64: No ban on Bti and/or neonics.  This is a contentious issue in our Township because it is in opposition to the majority of the local agricultural community (dairy and cash crop). These farmers are well represented on Council and their farming is celebrated within the community.


	Text Field 91: 1
	Text Field 92: WILLO’ WIND FARM
12740 Concession Rd 5
Uxbridge, Ontario
L9P 1R2
(905) 852 3878
willowindfarm@hotmail.com
Owners - Adrian, Diana and Elizabeth Stocking

The farm has been in operation since 1984. Although Willo’Wind is not certified organic, all produce is grown using organic and ecological methods. Synthetic herbicides, fungicides and pesticides are excluded. The Stockings are committed to building soil structure and fertility, and increasing the natural habitat and biodiversity on the farm. 
To this end, they employ a host of tools and methods to deal with pests, disease, and weeds. These include  cover cropping, crop rotation, trap crops, row cover, straw mulch, plastic mulch, hoeing, hand weeding, green manures, and — in their words — lots and lots of compost. 
They have also prioritized natural buffer strips and created windbreaks and habitat for beneficial insects and pollinators. 
WIllo’Wind has been a permanent fixture at the Uxbridge Farmers’ Market for years, and Adrian is always present and available to chat with residents seeking advice on growing organically. WIllo’Wind is part of the CSA Program, and welcomes both volunteer labour through the WWOOF (Willing Workers through Organic Farms) Program and those seeking an in-depth apprenticeship in organic sustainable practices through their CRAFT (Collaborative Regional Alliance for Farmer Training) Program. 

ZEPHYR ORGANICS 
10900 Concession Rd 4
Zephyr, ON 
L0E IT0
(416) 577 3685
Owner: Ted Eng

The farm has been in operation since 1992, and is certified organic by OCPP.  It’s situated on 150 acres, 40 to 60 of which are left in clover, in rotation. Another 60 acres are bush.

Owner Eng has planted 300-300 trees over the years, and the property is full of natural fencerows. His produce is sold through a wholesaler in southern Ontario, Quebec and the US. 

SPRINGVIEW FARMS
11680 Durham Regional Rd 1
Uxbridge ON L9P 1R1
(905) 852-2795
Owner: Anthony Sarino

Springview is not certified organic, but it is committed to growing food without pesticides. It’s a self-pick operation, offering strawberries, raspberries and rhubarb. Land is rotated. Owner Sarino also plants native milkweed for pollinators.

BEAVER CREEK FARM
748 Davis Drive, Uxbridge, ON
Owner: Scott
(416) 399-3825

A new addition to the organic farm business in Uxbridge, Beaver Creek is an uncertified property growing vegetables according to organic methods. A substantial part of the land was planted in soybean and corn and farmed conventionally (sprayed) until last year.  Scott has put that acreage into hay, and intends to continue growing hay for the next seven years there to strengthen the soil.

There are 120 acres of environmentally-protected forest and swamp on the property. The Uxbridge Brook runs through the land, but the water here is the effluence from the treatment plant. 

Scott welcomes anyone who’d like to see and understand his methods to visit. He supplies a local restaurant with his produce — he didn’t want to give me the name, but I’d assume it’s Urban Pantry.  Beaver Creek is also a full-time vendor at the Uxbridge Farmers’ Market. 


	Text Field 17: 1
	Text Field 63: Earth Day April clean up 
https://www.thestandardnewspaper.ca/post/celebrate-earth-with-a-spring-clean-up

Durham Region Mountain Bike Association hosted Durham Forest roadside cleanup event on earth day in Uxbridge
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/durham-forest-earth-day-roadside-clean-up-tickets-612330175037

March of 2019 Uxbridge Council supported Durham Region in a bid to encourage the Province to take action on single-use plastics:
https://www.durhamregion.com/news/council/uxbridge-council-supports-move-to-reduce-single-use-plastics/article_a4058d30-1578-5b3b-9e39-d99974ff0425.html?



	Text Field 19: 0
	Text Field 65: NDN President James Kamstra wrote a message about this issue in the NDN newsletter (See Appendix 1.6)

The Bird Friendly team launched a social media campaign directed at reducing wildlife-vehicle conflict
See screenshot in Appendix 1.6

The speed limit on a 2.2km stretch of Uxbridge’s Concession 7 road was lowered in 2013 for human safety. The section of Concession road 7 runs through East Duffins Headwaters, managed by Toronto and Region Conservation Authority (TRCA) and Durham Forest, managed by Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority (LSRCA) and may inadvertently protect wildlife from vehicle collisions. 
https://www.durhamregion.com/news/speed-limit-to-be-lowered-on-concession-7-in-uxbridge/article_23468af2-885c-52e3-bf0f-43814563f2d6.html

Uxbridge consolidated bylaw 2013-184 extends the 2.2km stretch from 3360 Concession 7 to Uxbridge Pickering Townline
https://www.uxbridge.ca/en/your-local-government/resources/Documents/By-laws/Traffic-By-law-No.-2013-184---CONSOLIDATED-August-2021.pdf

The Bird Friendly Team plans to advocate for future speed reductions on the roads bordering the new Urban Provincial Park, specifically for birds and wildlife. 






	Text Field 20: 1
	Text Field 66: Uxbridge Animal Control Bylaw 2009-081 Section 3
3.1.3 Every Owner of a Dog or Person having control of a Dog shall control such Dog on a Leash when this Dog is away from its Household.
https://www.uxbridge.ca/en/resourcesGeneral/Documents/Animal-Control-By-law.pdf 

Off-leash dogs are prohibited in all Township parks and trails (See map of areas and example of sign in Appendix 1.7)  Enforcement is limited because of extensive trails system and amount of park space, Township does not have resources to send bylaw officers to cover this large area.  Enforcement remains complaint-driven.

The Bird Team is working with the Township on an education campaign about pet-wildlife conflict.
Bird Team has created social media posts about the issue (Appendix 1.7). This campaign caught the attention of Bird Friendly Cornwall, and we shared our artwork with them.

	Text Field 21: 11
	Text Field 22: 3
	Text Field 67: This summer, Provincial Parks and the Ontario Government have approved a new Urban Provincial park in Uxbridge, transferring lands not protected from development and presently owned by the provincial government. This will increase the protected lands in Uxbridge and increase biodiversity  
https://www.ontario.ca/page/proposal-create-uxbridge-urban-provincial-park
Press release: https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1002959/ontario-creating-urban-provincial-park-in-uxbridge

Official Ontario Parks webpage:
https://www.ontarioparks.ca/uxbridgeurban

Durham Environmental Advisory Committee together with Durham Region (which Uxbridge is a part of ) released a Resident's Guide to Climate Resiliency. This guide came out following Council's declaration of a climate emergency January of 2020 and the adoption of the Region's Strategic Plan 2020-2024, which outlined 5 key goals, the first being environmental sustainability.
https://www.uxbridge.ca/en/your-local-government/resources/Plans-Reports-Studies/DEAC-Residents-Guide-to-Climate-Resiliency.pdf

Township of Uxbridge Official Plan
Section 1.6, Sustainability Strategy
1.6.1 Purpose:
“The Township is committed to developing a “culture of conservation” which reflects the principle of sustainable development – “development which meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.”
The Sustainability Strategy provides a framework for the implementation of this principle as it relates to development form and the establishment of an Integrated Community Sustainability Plan (ISCP) for the conservation of water, air quality, energy, natural heritage and other resources, as well as waste reduction, transportation and environmental monitoring and education. Related policies for cultural heritage conservation are found in Section 1.4 of this Plan.”
Under Section 1.6.2 Development For, subsection (e ) states: “enhance biodiversity, ecological function and the natural heritage system”.
https://www.uxbridge.ca/en/business-and-development/resources/Documents/Official-Plan.pdf

North Durham Integrated Community Sustainability Plan
Mentioned in Section 1.6.3 of the Official Plan (OP). Plan speaks to water, air quality, waste, environmental monitoring programs, conservation and education. Subsection (f ) of the OP is the most relevant:
“To reflect other related initiatives such as conservation of the natural environment, protection and enhancement of the natural heritage system, community gardens, naturalization and cultural heritage preservation;”
https://greenmunicipalfund.ca/case-studies/case-study-three-townships-collaborate-sustainability-plan

Section 2.3 of the Township OP – Natural Heritage System and Supporting Uses
Section 2.3.1 Purpose:
“One of the key structural elements of the Uxbridge Urban Area and its sustainability, is its natural heritage system and supportive uses which enhance biodiversity and ecological health and function, while providing educational and recreational opportunities. A natural heritage system consists of natural features including key natural heritage features, key hydrologic features, and lands subject to natural hazards specifically flooding and erosion. Key natural heritage features are defined to include significant habitat of endangered species; fish habitat; wetlands; Life Science Areas of Natural and Scientific Interest (ANSIs); significant valleylands; significant woodlands; significant wildlife habitat; sand barrens, savannahs and tallgrass prairies and alvars. Key hydrologic features are defined to include permanent and intermittent streams; lakes (and their littorial zones); seepage areas and springs; and wetlands.”
This section provides policies relating to the various environmental/natural heritage designations and buffers.






	Text Field 25: 1
	Text Field 70: Durham Region and its five local Conservation Authorities—Central Lake Ontario, Ganaraska Region, Kawartha, Lake Simcoe Region, and Toronto and Region —have collaborated to form TREES, a new subsidized tree-planting program for private landowners willing to plant at least 2 acres with a minimum of 500 trees.
Durham TREES offers a platform that you can enter your address to find out which Conservation Authority's jurisdiction your property is in, and then it connects you with subsidized tree planting programs you can apply to. 
https://camaps.maps.arcgis.com/apps/instant/lookup/index.html?appid=aa9d56835fd04ba49784a5e81df19741

Regional Municipality has by-law number 30-2020, which is aimed at enhancing and protecting woodlots that are one hectare in size or greater. 
https://www.durham.ca/en/doing-business/resources/Documents/PlanningandDevelopment/By-law-Number-30-2020.pdf
	Text Field 26: 0
	Text Field 71: Uxbridge Township is actively drafting a municipal tree bylaw, led by Development Services.  
See attached report in Appendix under 2.2 B 
	Text Field 27: 0
	Text Field 72: PARKS BY-LAW NO. 2018-152
3.1 No person shall:
(o) damage or disturb the nest or den of any bird or animal in a park;
(x) hunt, maim, injure, trap, or disturb any animal, bird, waterfowl, worms, or other wildlife; or

5.1 While in a park, no person shall:
(a) plant, prune, remove or damage any plant, shrub, flower, flowerbed, tree, bush, sod, grass, or any other vegetation;

https://www.uxbridge.ca/en/resourcesGeneral/Documents/Parks-By-law.pdf


	Text Field 28: 1
	Text Field 73: Mill Run golf course pond - received environmental award
https://www.turfandrec.com/ontario-golf-course-becomes-hero-following-major-environmental-project-3003/

Bioswale planting at Centennial park and Bonner Fields, through support from LSRCA, Uxbridge Rotary, Uxbridge Parks https://www.thestandardnewspaper.ca/post/rotary-club-continues-to-lead-to-way-on-sustainability-in-uxbridge

Bioswale planting at St Joseph elementary school with LSRCA
https://stjoseph-uxbridge.dcdsb.ca/Modules/News/index.aspx?_mid_=109280&newsId=557da1a8-9305-4227-81c8-8b900b27f911
	Text Field 24: 0
	Text Field 69: The closest IBA to Uxbridge Township is the Carden Alvar, ON040
It is a site frequently visited by local naturalists for its diversity in plants, birds, reptiles, amphibians and insects. 

The second closest is the Leslie Spit, ON038
Carly volunteers at the Tommy Thompson Bird Research Station, located on the Leslie Spit
	Text Field 23: 1
	Text Field 68: The following native plantings have occurred in Municipal parks (see Appendix under 1.6 for map of all Municipal parkland) :

Uxbridge Countryside Preserve held two planting events in 2017 with Scouts Canada and again in 2022 with North Durham Nature, planting native wildflowers and grasses.
https://www.northdurhamnature.com/communityprojects.php
See attached photos and documentation in Appendix under 2.4
 
Uxbridge Trestle Bridge garden 2023 planting 
See attached photos, plant list in Appendix under 2.4

Fields of Uxbridge planting, October 24th, 2015
Organized by Uxbridge Watershed Advisory Committee and Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority
See attached event poster in Appendix under 2.4.

Mini Forest planting at Fields of Uxbridge July 2024 
Organized by Rotary Club and other community groups
See attached photos in Appendix 2.4


	Text Field 29: 1
	Text Field 74: See handout created by Bird Team of recommended native plants for our area that benefit the birds directly, such as Field Thistle, Cardinal flower, Cup plant, Tall sunflower, Pale purple coneflower, and Grass-leaved goldenrod (Appendix under 3.2)

See maps of all properties in Uxbridge Township where people have incorporated native plants into their front lawns in Appendix 2.5

Lafarge Regan Pit and NDN restoration of gravel pit tree planting through Lafarge biodiversity program 
Article from 2017: https://www.durhamregion.com/news/uxbridge-gravel-pit-receives-rehabilitation-award/article_92b301ae-35c5-541b-882d-ef2d50317995.html
Biodiversity Training at Regan Pit Uxbridge Lafarge and NDN 
https://www.lafarge.ca/en/measuring-nature-positive-impact-birs-training-ontario

Derek Connelly planted his property with native shrubs and trees following derecho storm damage

Kim Baker has planted her property with native plants

Carly and Jon have been planting their 100 acre property with native plants and trees.

For plant lists see Appendix under 2.5





	Text Field 30: 2
	Text Field 75: Carly and Jon have delayed hay-cutting and stopped leasing fields to create a protected habitat for Bobolink, Eastern Meadowlark and Grasshopper sparrow.  Each year a large number of Bobolink breed in their fields.  They also have two American Kestrel nestboxes that are monitored as part of the Southern Ontario American Kestrel Study on their property. 
See attached ebird list and photos in Appendix 2.6

Lafarge/ North Durham Nature gravel pit - Bank swallow habitat created and used 2023
From Aggregate to Benefit 
https://www.thestandardnewspaper.ca/post/from-aggregate-to-benefit
See attached photo in Appendix 2.6

	Text Field 33: 9
	Text Field 34: 2
	Text Field 78: Bird Hike
Organizer: Barb Wride
Date:  May 8 2024 8:15- 9:15 a.m.
Location:  Uxbridge Secondary School property and local pond
Participants:  6 students in the Environmental Science workplace class

Lesson:  Discussed Migratory bird day hike, some methods of identifying birds, challenges migratory birds face, and how to use binoculars.

Birds seen:
American robin    
Common grackle
Blue jay
Turkey vulture
Red-winged blackbird
Mourning dove
Ring-billed gull
Canada goose

Researching a Migratory Bird Project
Organizer:  Barb Wride
Date:  May 9 2024 8:00-9:15 a.m.
Environmental Science Class

Lesson:  Students used Duck unlimited Resources to research a particular migrating duck. They mapped out the fly path it takes on its migration, obstacles on route, and challenges at both summer and winter locations.   

As part of its Outdoor and Environmental Education Program, the Durham District School Board organizes eight week-long annual summer camps for children 7-12 years old, held at the Durham Forest Environmental Education Centre in Uxbridge Township. 

The Centre is situated in Durham Forest, itself situated at the peak of the Oak Ridges Moraine. The site has indoor teaching areas, washroom facilities and outdoor eating areas with firepits. Students begin near the classroom buildings and then venture out to explore the forest under the supervision of experienced Outdoor Educators to expand their learning, make connections to nature and experience the rich biodiversity that the forest supports.

A component of the summer camps are their guided hikes, during which the kids will learn to identify native plants, seeds, berries and birds. 

https://www.ddsb.ca/en/whats-happening/resources/Documents/Summer-Camp/2024-Summer-Day-Camp-Brochure.pdf


	Text Field 35: 1
	Text Field 79: North Durham Nature partnered with ScugogTV to produce a series of nature education videos called "Nature Nuggets" which are available online and linked below:
North Durham Nature (NDN) 'Nature Nugget' education video on bird feeders
https://youtu.be/xamHEeYF3bo

NDN 'Nature Nugget' education video on warblers
https://fb.watch/pU7BJW5H0X/ 

NDN 'Nature Nugget' on owls
https://www.facebook.com/ScugogTV/videos/159202026034761/

Bird Friendly City materials available at Town Hall for residents on a pamphlet wall (See photos in Appendix under 3.2)

Bird Team created a guide to some native plants community members can plant that provide food sources to birds, and a local take on the Cornell Lab of Ornithology's '7 simple actions to help birds'. An information sheet about the Bird Friendly Cities program was also created with key threats to birds outlined. This was distributed at Farmer's Market outreach table August 4th, 2024 (See Appendix under 3.2)
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	Text Field 83: Su Rynard's 'The Messenger' documentary screening at the Roxy
Sunday March 6, 2016  – one day only – The Roxy (sold out – 280 seats)
Screening followed by Q & A  with Producer Joanne Jackson and film participant Michael Mesure from FLAP Canada.  Moderated by Caroline Schultz, Ontario Nature. A FLAP Canada display with handouts was hosted in the theatre lobby.

https://songbirdsos.com/screenings/canadian-screenings/

We are working with the Township to have display boards at the arena this winter.
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	Text Field 80: eBird identifies a number of ‘hotspot’ locations in Uxbridge for birding, number of species reported there.
See map in Appendix under 3.4

Habitats of the Countryside Preserve signage 
‘The Meadow’s’ sign describes Indigo Buntings, ‘The Woodlands’ habitat sign describes owl species, ‘The Wetlands’ describes Red-winged Blackbirds. 
See photos in Appendix under 3.4

Bird Loop on the Uxbridge Countryside Preserve map shows a 2.9 km trail for bird watching, boasting over 100 species of breeding birds to see.
See photo of trail map in Appendix under 3.4
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	Text Field 82: Our local native plant nursery, Native Plants in Claremont (which is 2 km outside Township boundary), stocks Feather Friendly bird-window collision deterrent products as of summer 2024. The Bird Team partnered with the nursery to do an outreach day on Thursday August 22.
See screenshot of social media in Appendix 3.5

The Bridge Social, a local coffee shop now stocks 'Birds and Beans' coffee.
See screenshot of social media post in Appendix 3.5

	Text Field 39: 0
	Text Field 81: We have discussed this with Township staff and will start working on this for next summer.
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	Text Field 84: Uxbridge CBC compiler Derek Connelly, 19 years of counting, 71 participants in 2024
https://www.northdurhamnature.com/resources/CBC23%20ONUX%20Audubon.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3maG0jRVgPI

NDN nature nugget video on 2020 CBC
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?ref=search&v=1017141392106884&external_log_id=b35df745-afe7-4147-a23c-3650dd9e3ac8&q=north%20durham%20nature

Carly participates in the Southern Ontario American Kestrel study, where she monitors and bands nestling Kestrels in Durham Region, with some nestboxes in Uxbridge Township.  Colour bands are used to track these birds on wintering grounds and monitor them year to year when they return to breed. This year, through a donation from the Ontario Eastern Bluebird Society and a partnership with Birds Canada and Hawk Cliff Banding Station, they will be deploying 10 motus trackers on migrating Kestrels trapped at Hawk Cliff. 

Carly has presented the on-going study at the 2024 NDN members meeting to encourage participation and also co-authored a Nature Canada blog about the study, encouraging involvement: https://naturecanada.ca/news/blog/the-small-but-mighty-american-kestrel-recovery-rehabilitation-research/

Carly presented to NDN on how to report bird-window collisions to the Global Bird Collision Mapper app and participate in Global Bird Rescue fall of 2023

Bird Friendly Uxbridge encourages the public to participate in community science programs through handouts at public outreach events.  Handout includes info and QR codes to link community members with the Ontario Breeding Bird Atlas, Project FeederWatch, Global Bird Collision Mapper, and the Uxbridge Christmas Bird Count to encourage widespread community involvement (See handout Appendix 3.7)

The Great Lakes Marsh Monitoring program 
Eight Uxbridge and Scugog residents  have participated in this program in the Beaver River Wetland over the last fifteen years . Summary results where shared at a public meeting of the North Durham Nature Club by members Ann Balmer and John Peters.

Project Feeder Watch
Project data indicates 176 other Feeder stations within 50 km of central downtown Uxbridge. This radius however includes other municipalities. We believe there are approximately 10- 25 Feeder Watchers in Uxbridge Township. We have reached out to NDN members and will start compiling a list.

Ontario Breeding Bird Atlas 
A NDN member is the local compiler and NDN advertises this a project at meetings, Facebook and club newsletter. 

Backyard Bird Count 
A unknown number of residents ( >5) are involved. 
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	Text Field 86: August 2024

Carly Davenport
carlyanndavenport@gmail.com
Derek Connelly
dconn5432@gmail.com
Kim Baker
kjbakes@gmail.com
Barb Wride
bwride@sympatico.ca
Nicola Alston
nicolapeter@sympatico.ca
Barbara Samuels
liongoogie@gmail.com
Michael Mesure
executivedirector@flap.org
Jon Alsop
jonathonwalsop@gmail.com

We have deliberately chosen not to list affiliations because we value each volunteer's contribution to the team equally.


