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MANDATORY 
CRITERIA
Who can apply?  The Bird Friendly City Canada Standard generally applies to cities 
with populations over 30,000. Cities (municipalities) that have populations between 
15,000 and 30,000 have the option of applying for this standard or for the small 
municipality standard. The applicant municipality must have its own elected Council 
with typical municipal powers.  

To obtain Bird Friendly status, a certain number of points must be obtained in each 
category of criteria. The level that an applicant is awarded is equivalent to the lowest 
level achieved in each of the three categories of criteria (threat reduction, habitat 
protection, restoration and climate resilience, and community outreach/education). 
Many of the criteria include evidence of a policy and evidence of implementation of the 
policy. In many cases, actions to meet a criterion are community-based (not government). 
It is a good exercise for Bird Teams during the application process to identify those 
actions that can be implemented by community members and those that require 
implementation by the municipality or some other level of government.

Generally all of the points are awarded contingent on evidence in support of the action. 
However, points can be rewarded even if the action has not been completed, as long as 
there is strong evidence that a process to implement or complete the action is underway.

https://naturecanada.ca/defend-nature/how-you-help-us-take-action/bfc/resources/small-municipality-criteria/
https://naturecanada.ca/defend-nature/how-you-help-us-take-action/bfc/resources/small-municipality-criteria/
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

MANDATORY CRITERIA

DESCRIPTION
Establish a Bird City Team (standing committee) to 

drive the project forward.  Try to ensure that your 

team represents different perspectives and has a 

liaison with the municipality.

SCORING INDICATORS
Provide a list of the bird team 

members, affiliations and con-

tact information.

M-1 – ESTABLISHMENT OF BIRD TEAM

Criteria Complete or Undertaken to 
Complete?

Confirmed by Scoring Committee as 
having met Standard? 
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

MANDATORY CRITERIA

DESCRIPTION
We recognize that all of Canada is still within the 

traditional territory or unceded territory of Indigenous 

Peoples. Through respect of this fact, and the inherent 

rights of Indigenous Peoples, an Indigenous perspec-

tive should be included in this program if possible. 

We encourage prospective applicant bird teams to 

seek this perspective as is possible. Bird teams must 

identify the Indigenous traditional territory (ies) of the 

municipality and invite it/them to participate in the 

initiative.

SCORING INDICATORS
Provide the name of the relevant 

Indigenous Nation(s) and report 

on the outcome of an invitation 

to participate in the initiative. 

Reporting on progress of having 

an Indigenous perspective 

on the Bird Team is an annual 

requirement. 

M-2:  INDIGENOUS PEOPLES, LAND AND INCLUSION

Criteria Complete or Undertaken to 
Complete?

Confirmed by Scoring Committee as 
having met Standard? 
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

MANDATORY CRITERIA

DESCRIPTION
Pass a council resolution nominating or supporting 

your municipality’s efforts to be a Bird Friendly City 

OR a letter of support from a high-ranking city official 

(latter only applies to entry level).

SCORING INDICATORS
Willingness to pass council resolution 

within the first year of certification OR 

a letter of support for the certification 

program from a high-ranking city official 

(mayor, CEO, etc.). Intermediate and High 

status require a Council resolution. 

M-3:  FORMAL MUNICIPAL SUPPORT

Criteria Complete or Undertaken to 
Complete?

Confirmed by Scoring Committee as 
having met Standard? 
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

 

MANDATORY CRITERIA

DESCRIPTION
Once your municipality has been accorded Bird 

Friendly City status, the Bird Team must provide an 

annual report card on activities related to your Bird 

Friendly City status. Download Report cards from 

the Bird Friendly City website or request from Nature 

Canada staff.

SCORING INDICATORS
Provide an Annual Report card 

by your municipality’s one-year 

certification anniversary. 

M-4:  ANNUAL REPORT

Criteria Complete or Undertaken to 
Complete?

Confirmed by Scoring Committee as 
having met Standard? 
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MANDATORY CRITERIA

DESCRIPTION
Hold a World Migratory Bird Day event annually to 

celebrate birds in your municipality. Municipalities 

applying for the first time must hold a Bird Day within 

the year of application and continue the event to 

maintain status.

SCORING INDICATORS
Provide proof of the event and 

Mayor’s or Council proclamation 

in support of Bird Day.

M-5:  WORLD MIGRATORY BIRD DAY 

Criteria Complete or Undertaken to 
Complete?

Confirmed by Scoring Committee as 
having met Standard? 
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

MANDATORY CRITERIA

DESCRIPTION
Include information about Bird Friendly City on the 

City website where it can be easily found, once certifi-

cation is accorded. 

SCORING INDICATORS
Provide a link and proof of 

posting. This is expected to hap-

pen during the annual report 

or when as city re-applies for 

certification.

M-6:  PROGRAM VISIBILITY

Criteria Complete or Undertaken to 
Complete?

Confirmed by Scoring Committee as 
having met Standard? 
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

MANDATORY CRITERIA

DESCRIPTION
Bird Friendly City status will last two years, after 

which you must reapply. Each application can use 

and build-on past applications, but must show 

some evidence of progress over time. No evidence 

of progress will result in rejecting the application 

or dropping a certification level. 

SCORING INDICATORS
Submit an application for renewal. Applications 

for renewal are due by the September or Febru-

ary application window that follows the two-year 

anniversary of their most recent application’s ac-

ceptance and their recognition as a bird friendly 

city.

M-7:  RENEWAL

Criteria Complete or Undertaken to 
Complete?

Confirmed by Scoring Committee as 
having met Standard? 
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SECTION 1:
THREAT 
REDUCTION
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

 

THREAT REDUCTION 
1.1 (A) OWNED CATS

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)

DESCRIPTION
Regulatory and educational measures taken to help 

control and reduce populations of cats roaming at 

large: 

(A) Coordinated efforts directed at cat owners to 

reduce the number of owned cats outside such as ed-

ucational campaigns, licensing and no-roam bylaws. 

SCORING INDICATORS
One point for a no-roam bylaw (i.e. owned cats not 

allowed to roam at large), one point for evidence of en-

forcement of the bylaw, and one point for an educational 

campaign targeting residents to make them aware of the 

bylaw. High-level certification requires proof of a no-roam 

bylaw all three indicators. 
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

THREAT REDUCTION 
1.1 (B) UNOWNED CATS

DESCRIPTION
Within the municipality, there is an active strategy to 

reduce populations of unowned (feral) cats and miti-

gate their threat to birds (e.g. removing feral colonies 

from areas of high bird importance);

SCORING INDICATORS
One point for evidence of active, municipal-wide strate-

gies and actions that demonstrate progress on reducing 

the population of unowned cats. A second point for 

proof of efforts to remove feral cats from important bird 

habitats where they present increased risk to birds. An ex-

ample would include relocating feral cats to areas such as 

a cat sanctuary, where they do not pose risks to wildlife.

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

 

THREAT REDUCTION 
1.1 (C) MONITORING OF ROAMING CATS

DESCRIPTION
(C)The Bird Team and/ municipality either has, or is a 

partner in programs/ projects to estimate the number 

and/or distribution of cats outdoors so that progress 

on reducing the populations of outdoor cats can be 

tracked over time. 

SCORING INDICATORS
One point for proof of implementation of a cat counting 

/ estimating protocol to establish baseline numbers or 

to compare with baseline numbers. Data collected from 

shelters that demonstrate trends showing fewer cats over 

time is acceptable.

*** Note that this criterion does not apply to municipali-

ties in Nunavut, the Northwest Territories or the Yukon. 

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

THREAT REDUCTION 
1.2 (A) WINDOW COLLISIONS – NEW CONSTRUCTION

DESCRIPTION
Demonstrate that your municipality is taking 

measures to reduce window collisions by:  

(A) Developing and implementing bird friendly 	

design standards/CSA Bird Friendly Building Design 

standard for new construction

SCORING INDICATORS
Proof of each action required.   	

(A) One point if a municipality has a bird-friendly build-

ing design standard that is a guideline, and two points 

if the standard is a requirement. *Note High-level status 

requires that a municipality have, at least, a guideline.

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

THREAT REDUCTION 
1.2 (B) WINDOW COLLISIONS – EXISTING AND PROPOSED MUNICIPAL BUILDINGS

DESCRIPTION
(B) Assessing and mitigating risk to birds from existing 

and proposed municipal buildings.

SCORING INDICATORS
One point if individuals or a group monitors window 

collisions, and/or assess risk by using BirdSafe, or a similar 

program. 

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)

https://birdsafe.ca/


    15

HOW CRITERIA IS MET

THREAT REDUCTION 
1.2 (C) WINDOW COLLISIONS - EDUCATION OF PROPERTY OWNERS

DESCRIPTION
(C) Informing and educating property owners and 

tenants of existing buildings (including home owners) 

of measures they can take to mitigate bird collision 

risk.

SCORING INDICATORS
One point for evidence of educational campaigns focused 

on the broad public or specific neighbourhoods. 

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

THREAT REDUCTION 
1.2 (D) TREATED WINDOWS - BASELINE DATA 

DESCRIPTION
(D) Establishing a baseline and maintaining a data-

base of the number of residences or buildings with 

treated windows in the city to demonstrate progress 

over time. 

SCORING INDICATORS
Provide evidence of an active database on treated win-

dows.

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

THREAT REDUCTION 
1.3 (A) LIGHT POLLUTION – REDUCTION STRATEGY (MIGRATION)

DESCRIPTION
(A) Municipality has a light pollution reduction strate-

gy for existing and planned neighbourhoods.

SCORING INDICATORS
One point upon evidence of a municipal strategy or 

policy (including guidance or standards) to reduce light 

pollution. 

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

THREAT REDUCTION 
1.3 (B)  LIGHT POLLUTION – NEW DEVELOPMENTS / RETROFIT

DESCRIPTION
(B) Municipality actively implements light pollution 

reduction strategy from point sources, such as retrofit-

ting standard streetlights with downward directional, 

wildlife-friendly LED lighting that is 3000K or less, or 

make communication tower lighting and other facility 

lighting wildlife-friendly.

SCORING INDICATORS
One point for proof of implementation of a program to 

reduce light pollution from point sources 

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

THREAT REDUCTION 
1.3 (C)  LIGHT POLLUTION - OUTREACH CAMPAIGN

DESCRIPTION
(C) Outreach campaign for residents and businesses 

to reduce external lighting that attracts nocturnal 

migrants such as “Lights out Toronto.”

SCORING INDICATORS
One point for proof of educational and outreach cam-

paigns to reduce light attraction during migration 

periods.

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

THREAT REDUCTION 
1.4 (A) PESTICIDE USE - COSMETIC PESTICIDES

DESCRIPTION
Municipality has a policy and bylaw to reduce or elimi-

nate use of pesticides known to directly or indirectly 

harm birds on public and private lands including:

(A)Restricting or banning use of cosmetic pesticides 

(e.g. broad-leaded plant control);  

SCORING INDICATORS
One point with proof of a municipal policy and bylaw that 

bans cosmetic use of pesticides (including herbicides), 

and evidence of its enforcement.

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

THREAT REDUCTION 
1.4 (B) PESTICIDE USE - INSECT PESTICIDES

DESCRIPTION
(B) Restricting or banning use pesticides to control 

insects or rodents that are important food sources for 

birds (e.g. neonicotinoids, Bti for mosquito or midge 

control, rodenticides).

SCORING INDICATORS
One point with proof of a policy and bylaw that specifi-

cally bans or severely restricts uses of neonicotinoids, Bti 

and rodenticides. 

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

THREAT REDUCTION 
1.5  PLASTICS 

DESCRIPTION
Municipality has effective regulatory or non-regulato-

ry measures that result in a reduction of plastic waste 

generated and the elimination of plastic pollution in 

local ecosystems such as shorelines and riversides. 

SCORING INDICATORS
Provide proof of regulatory (e.g. a municipal bylaw) and 

voluntary measures such as banning single use plastics, 

shopping bags, plastic straws, or actions to remove plas-

tic pollution from local ecosystems. 

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

THREAT REDUCTION 
1.6 COLLISIONS WITH VEHICLES

DESCRIPTION
Measures in place to reduce bird collisions with vehi-

cles such as lower speed limits when passing through 

important bird habitat, and measures to reduce the 

number of vehicles on the roads (such as a good pub-

lic transit system and cycling infrastructure).

SCORING INDICATORS
Provide proof of measures to protect birds from vehicle 

collisions. For example, at locations where a busy road 

cuts through a wildlife corridor, evidence of mitigation 

would include lower speed limits, signage about wildlife 

crossing, or proof of engineered solutions such as wildlife 

underpasses or overpasses.

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

THREAT REDUCTION 
1.7 HABITAT DISTURBANCE

DESCRIPTION
Municipality has policy and practices to prohibit or 

mitigate disturbance of birds from humans or their 

pets at natural areas or important bird habitat (e.g., 

leash bylaw, no-go zones certain times of year).

SCORING INDICATORS
Provide proof of policy and examples of implementation 

such as signage at important bird habitat (e.g. a natural 

area, wetland or known migratory stopover site) or evi-

dence of a bylaw in place. 

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)
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THREAT REDUCTION 
SCORING

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)

ENTRY

10 points from at least 3 categories.

INTERMEDIATE 

13 points from at least 5 categories including at least 2 categories worth 3 or more.

HIGH

16 points or more. Must include at least 3 points in categories 1 and 2. 

Must have no roam bylaw (cats), and bird friendly building guidelines for high level.
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SECTION 2:
HABITAT 
PROTECTION, 
RESTORATION, 
AND CLIMATE 
RESILIENCY
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

HABITAT PROTECTION, RESTORATION, AND CLIMATE RESILIENCY

2.1 NATURAL AREAS PROTECTION

DESCRIPTION
Natural areas within the municipal bound-

aries are protected within the Municipal 

Official Plan and there is a commitment 

to increase this area. Plan distinguishes 

between natural areas and other types of 

municipal space such as recreational parks.

SCORING INDICATORS
Provide proof of the policy. To maintain this criterion, the munici-

pality must document the size of the area protected, and demon-

strate a commitment to increase in this area over time. Any munici-

pal plan that includes protection of natural area spaces will receive 

one point. Additional points are based on: 

a) evidence of implementation, and 

b), whether there are ambitious targets to increase the number and 

size of the protected areas. 

One point is deducted if there are current or recent (within last 

year) examples of large-scale habitat destruction, or clear examples 

of “urban sprawl.” “Urban sprawl” in this sense is when natural areas 

on the city’s periphery are converted to urban uses such as residen-

tial, institutional or commercial areas. 

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

2.2  BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY

DESCRIPTION
Municipality has an official strategy 

to protect and restore the biological 

diversity in its parks and natural areas. 

The strategy can include measures such 

as promoting connectivity between 

natural areas, buffering core biodiversity 

hotspots from harmful human activities, 

increasing the number of protected 

areas, and bird monitoring within mu-

nicipal limits to assess the success of the 

strategy.       

SCORING INDICATORS
Provide proof of the strategy and its implementation. The strategy to 

protect and restore biological diversity can be part of the protected 

areas plan, or vice versa, but must specifically identify protection of 

biological diversity as a goal. One point for having an official biodiver-

sity conservation strategy or goal (adopted by Council).  Two points if 

the strategy or goal has targets and metrics for success and evidence of 

implementation. Three points for municipalities that meet the previous 

two tests as well as using monitoring to track changes to biodiversity 

and use results for adaptive management (e.g. bird monitoring in city 

owned natural areas).

One point is deducted upon evidence of current or very recent (within 

one year) activities that damage biodiversity such as loss or degra-

dation of important habitat for wildlife, or contamination of wildlife 

habitat by toxic chemicals. 

HABITAT PROTECTION, RESTORATION, AND CLIMATE RESILIENCY

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

2.3  CLIMATE CHANGE RESILIENCE

DESCRIPTION                                                                    

Muicipality has a climate change adaptation strategy 

that includes specific measures including nature-

based climate solutions. Examples of this include 

wetland creation to absorb and retain floodwater, or 

planting trees to create shade and lower the surface air 

temperature. 

SCORING INDICATORS		
Provide proof of the strategy and its implementation. 

One point if the City has an official strategy to address 

the impacts of climate change and reduce the 

municipality’s climate impact. A second point if nature-

based climate solutions are an important part of the 

strategy. A third point if there are active examples of 

wetland restoration projects and/ or large-scale projects 

to mitigate the urban heat island through planting of 

trees and other vegetation that favour use by birds.

HABITAT PROTECTION, RESTORATION, AND CLIMATE RESILIENCY

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

2.4 (A)  HABITAT MANAGEMENT STRATEGY

DESCRIPTION
Municipality has a habitat management strategy 

based on ecological and climate considerations. 

These include:  (A) increasing the number of trees 

and area of the urban forest canopy.

SCORING INDICATORS
Provide proof of implementation of the strategy and 

each action. One point per action. 

Evidence for a. includes inventories of trees and plans 

for increasing their numbers. 

HABITAT PROTECTION, RESTORATION, AND CLIMATE RESILIENCY

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)
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HABITAT PROTECTION, RESTORATION, AND CLIMATE RESILIENCY

HOW CRITERIA IS MET

2.4 (B) SNAG PROTECTION

DESCRIPTION
Leaving snags standing in cases where public safety is 

not jeopardized; 

SCORING INDICATORS
One point for snag retention based on evidence such as 

policy statements or evidence within management plans 

for natural areas.  

HABITAT PROTECTION, RESTORATION, AND CLIMATE RESILIENCY

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

2.4 (C) PROTECTION OF TREES

DESCRIPTION
(C) Protecting trees on private and public lands; 

SCORING INDICATORS
Refers to a tree bylaw that protects trees as a public value 

from private landowners cutting them down without 

permits.  

HABITAT PROTECTION, RESTORATION, AND CLIMATE RESILIENCY

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)
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HABITAT PROTECTION, RESTORATION, AND CLIMATE RESILIENCY

HOW CRITERIA IS MET

2.4 (D)  RESPONSIBLE VEGETATION MANAGEMENT

DESCRIPTION
(D) Prohibiting active vegetation management during 

breeding season on municipal lands, including forests, 

storm-water management facilities, and easements.       

SCORING INDICATORS
A  point by demonstrating that municipal employees 

involved in active habitat management do not harm 

breeding birds or their habitat.

HABITAT PROTECTION, RESTORATION, AND CLIMATE RESILIENCY

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

2.5  IMPORTANT BIRD AREA NEARBY (IBA)

DESCRIPTION
Municipality has an Important Bird and Biodiversity 

Area (IBA) within or adjacent to its boundaries. A local 

partnership promotes the protection and stewardship 

of this area.

SCORING INDICATORS
One point if there is one or more nearby IBAs and the Bird 

Team can provide the names of the IBAs and at least one 

IBA caretaker group or individual.

HABITAT PROTECTION, RESTORATION, AND CLIMATE RESILIENCY

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)
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HABITAT PROTECTION, RESTORATION, AND CLIMATE RESILIENCY

HOW CRITERIA IS MET

2.6 NATIVE FLORA - MUNICIPAL LANDS

DESCRIPTION
Municipality promotes the importance of planting na-

tive flora appropriate for the ecoregion on municipal 

lands, especially where new development is occurring 

through development and landscaping guidelines 

and standards in areas near natural features. Subdi-

vision permits should include conditions protecting 

existing natural habitat and promote use of native 

vegetation, and include measures to discourage ille-

gal disposal of yard waste (a source of invasive exotic 

plants) in natural areas.

SCORING INDICATORS
One point for evidence that the municipality promotes 

the use of site-appropriate native flora in landscaping 

for its own properties and for development landscaping 

standards for subdivision permits.

HABITAT PROTECTION, RESTORATION, AND CLIMATE RESILIENCY

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

2.7 NATIVE FLORA – PRIVATE PROPERTY

DESCRIPTION
Demonstrate widespread community participation in 

initiatives to encourage native plant habitat that sup-

ports native birds and pollinators on private property, 

to increase the urban tree canopy on private land, and 

to support other “green infrastructure” initiatives to 

address climate change.

SCORING INDICATORS
One point if you provide evidence supporting “wide-

spread community participation” in at least one initiative 

or program that encourages increasing wildlife habitat on 

private land. This could include membership in a program 

like Bee City for example.

HABITAT PROTECTION, RESTORATION, AND CLIMATE RESILIENCY

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)
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HABITAT PROTECTION, RESTORATION, AND CLIMATE RESILIENCY

HOW CRITERIA IS MET

2.8 STOPOVER & NESTING HABITAT

DESCRIPTION
Implementation of stewardship projects to increase or 

improve breeding or stopover habitat for bird species 

that are of high conservation priority species from 

your Bird Conservation Region Plan. Example species 

include Species at Risk (e.g. Chimney Swift) and other 

aerial insectivores, Eastern Meadowlark and other 

grassland birds, shorebirds, and birds requiring old 

growth forest conditions. Example actions include 

providing housing (e.g., maintained Purple Martin 

housing), and maintaining bird-friendly hay produc-

tion, and managing municipal forests to promote old 

growth conditions.

SCORING INDICATORS
A point is awarded if there are active stewardship recov-

ery projects (can be led by individuals or groups in the 

community) such as those suggested in the criterion 

description. Two points if there are more than two active 

projects for different species or groups of species. For in-

formation on Bird Conservation Regions and their priority 

species, visit: https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-cli-

mate-change/services/migratory-bird-conservation/

regions-strategies.html

HABITAT PROTECTION, RESTORATION, AND CLIMATE RESILIENCY

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)

https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/migratory-bird-conservation/regions-str
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/migratory-bird-conservation/regions-str
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/migratory-bird-conservation/regions-str


38  

SCORING

HABITAT PROTECTION, RESTORATION, AND CLIMATE RESILIENCY

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)

ENTRY

9 points from at least 3 categories.

INTERMEDIATE 

12 points from at least 4 categories.

HIGH

15 points from at least 6 categories including at least 1 point from categories 2.1, 2.2, 2.3 and 2.4.
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SECTION 3:
COMMUNITY 
OUTREACH/ 
EDUCATION
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

COMMUNITY OUTREACH/ EDUCATION
3.1(A)  CHILDREN AND YOUTH EDUCATION 

DESCRIPTION
There are educational programs and activities for children and 

youth about birds and nature in the municipality.

(A) A significant percentage of local schools and other educational 

organizations (e.g. Scouts Canada, Earth Rangers, 4-H) provide stu-

dents with opportunities to connect with nature, enjoy birds and 

learn how to help them. Local school boards, conservation author-

ity, or municipality, has facilities/staffing to support outdoor/envi-

ronmental education, including opportunities to observe birds

SCORING INDICATORS
Provide a description of the programs and 

the names of the organizations or institu-

tions that offer them.

One point if there are local education facil-

ities and institutions that offer children or 

youth programming on nature appreciation 

and bird observation. 

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

COMMUNITY OUTREACH/ EDUCATION
3.1 (B)  CHILDREN AND YOUTH EDUCATION 

DESCRIPTION
Educational programs include specific elements 

designed to engage children and youth who could 

be considered underprivileged, racialized or recent 

arrivals to Canada. 

SCORING INDICATORS
One point if there are specific bird-related nature pro-

grams for recent arrivals to Canada, underprivileged, 

marginalized or racialized children, youth or families.  

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

COMMUNITY OUTREACH/ EDUCATION
3.1 (C)  CHILDREN AND YOUTH EDUCATION 

DESCRIPTION
At least one school does a specific bird-related pro-

gram such as Christmas bird count for kids, School 

Yard Bird Blitz, Global Bird Rescue, or curriculum from 

Keep cats safe and save bird lives.  

SCORING INDICATORS
One point if at least one school or organization does a 

specific bird-related programs for children and youth, 

such as Christmas bird count for kids, Global Bird Rescue, 

or curriculum from Keep cats safe and save bird lives. 

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)

https://www.birdscanada.org/bird-science/christmas-bird-count-for-kids
https://www.birdscanada.org/discover-birds/bird-friendly-schools/schoolyard-bb
https://www.birdscanada.org/discover-birds/bird-friendly-schools/schoolyard-bb
https://www.globalbirdrescue.org/
https://catsandbirds.ca/educational-resources/
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

COMMUNITY OUTREACH/ EDUCATION
3.2  COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY CAMPUSES

DESCRIPTION
College, CEGEP, and University campuses have adopt-

ed practices that actively reduce threats to birds or 

establish habitat that benefits birds. Implementation 

of practices should include or be driven by student 

committees or groups. 

SCORING INDICATORS
One point is awarded based on evidence that institutions 

that have policies and practices to benefit birds including 

names of institutions, the programs that they participate 

in (e.g. BirdSafe, Bee City), as well as an example of a 

recent action and evidence of student involvement. 

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)



44  

HOW CRITERIA IS MET

COMMUNITY OUTREACH/ EDUCATION
3.3  COMMUNICATING BEST PRACTICES TO HELP BIRD

DESCRIPTION
Bird Team partners (including Municipality) provide 

public access to resources (web links, brochures etc.) 

that encourage and inform the public of ways to help 

birds. For example: 1) the benefit to birds from native 

plant gardening or establishment of natural habitat 

patches on their property in support of birds and/or 

pollinators (e.g. backyard habitat program), 2) best 

practices in feeding birds that mitigate risks from 

feeding (e.g. predation at feeder, contamination from 

pathogens, etc).      

SCORING INDICATORS
One point if you can provide evidence of the digital or 

paper resources, as well as evidence of public interest and 

knowledge of them (e.g. social media activity).

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

COMMUNITY OUTREACH/ EDUCATION
3.4  PUBLIC INSTALLATIONS FOR EDUCATION

DESCRIPTION
Municipality and Bird City partners install demonstra-

tions or displays in public areas that educate citizens 

on the benefits of bird friendly actions and encourage 

engagement (benefits of dark sky lighting, window 

modifications etc.)

SCORING INDICATORS
One point based on proof of installations (e.g. photo-

graphic evidence, or news stories.)

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

COMMUNITY OUTREACH/ EDUCATION
3.5  ACCESSIBLE BIRD-WATCHING LOCATION(S)

DESCRIPTION
There is at least one birding location within your city 

or town that has infrastructure to facilitate the obser-

vation and appreciation of birds (e.g. signs, panels, 

observation tower, and trails). This facility is publicly 

accessible for people without a car (serviced by public 

transit and/or bicycle and pedestrian trails) and is ac-

cessible to people with disabilities or who are mobility 

impaired. Information on birding areas should be 

easily available.

SCORING INDICATORS
One point based on evidence of a local birding area that 

is publicly accessible, a brief description of the infrastruc-

tures (e.g. trails, observation tower), and how the area can 

be accessed by someone without a car or with disabilities.  

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

COMMUNITY OUTREACH/ EDUCATION
3.6 LOCAL BIRD FRIENDLY BUSINESSES

DESCRIPTION
Businesses in your area promote bird friendly prac-

tices (e.g. sell or offer bird friendly coffee, no single 

use plastics, treat their windows with feather-friendly 

markers, etc.), and reflect these values in their supply 

chains. These businesses are recognized on partner 

websites. 

SCORING INDICATORS
To receive a point, you must name the businesses and 

describe what bird-friendly practices they have.  These 

practices must include the sale of bird-friendly products, 

and demonstrated bird-friendly business practices (e.g. 

window treatments, low carbon footprint, plastic bag 

policy, etc.). For one point, for cities under 100,000 resi-

dents, there must be at least 2 businesses. For cities from 

100,000 to 500,000 there must be at least 3 businesses. 

For cities between 500,000 and 1,000,000, there must be 

at least 4 businesses. For cities over 1 million, there must 

be 5 or more businesses. For two points there needs to be 

double the previous numbers of bird-friendly businesses, 

based on population size.

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

COMMUNITY OUTREACH/ EDUCATION
3.7  CITY BIRD

DESCRIPTION
You have a “City Bird” species that was selected 

through a public engagement process.  

SCORING INDICATORS
You must provide proof that a campaign to select a “City 

Bird” is underway or has been successfully completed, 

evidence of community engagement, the name of the 

“City Bird” species, and proof that it is officially the “City 

Bird” through Council support/recognition. 

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)
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HOW CRITERIA IS MET

COMMUNITY OUTREACH/ EDUCATION
3.8  PARTICIPATORY SCIENCE TO MONITOR BIRDS

DESCRIPTION
There are active participatory science programs to 

monitor birds in your municipality including Christ-

mas Bird Count, Great Backyard Bird Count, Project 

Feederwatch, Marsh Monitoring, Swiftwatch, or Global 

Bird Rescue, which monitor birds on areas that include 

public land. Public participation in these programs is 

promoted on local media.  Demonstrate efforts to en-

gage members of the public could be considered un-

derprivileged, racialized or recent arrivals to Canada. 

SCORING INDICATORS
To receive one point, provide a list of bird-related partici-

patory science programs in your city and describe the lev-

el of public interest and engagement of target audiences. 

A second point for communities in which more than three 

of these programs are practiced. You must demonstrate 

widespread community involvement.

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)

https://www.birdscanada.org/bird-science/christmas-bird-count
https://www.birdscanada.org/bird-science/christmas-bird-count
https://www.birdscanada.org/bird-science/great-backyard-bird-count
https://feederwatch.org/
https://feederwatch.org/
https://www.birdscanada.org/bird-science/marsh-monitoring-program
https://www.globalbirdrescue.org/
https://www.globalbirdrescue.org/
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SCORING

Points Awarded 
(for completion by Nature Canada)

ALL LEVELS MUST DO 3.1

ENTRY

7 points from at least 3 categories.

INTERMEDIATE 

9 points from at least 5 categories.

HIGH

11 points from at least 7 categories.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH/ EDUCATION
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BIRD FRIENDLY TEAM
LIST OF MEMBERS, AFFILIATION AND 
CONTACT INFORMATION (M-1)

CURRENT AS OF: 




	Text Field 48: Halifax, NS
	Text Field 49: October 24, 2022
	Text Field 44: Yes
	Combo Box 1: [Yes]
	Text Field 50: Coalition members as of summer 2022 (those contributing logos for official recognition indicated with “x”):
Laura Bartlett, Birds Canada
Cindy Staicer, Dalhousie University
Any Horn, Dalhousie University
Amy Mui, Dalhousie University
x Emma Bocking, HRM
x Karen McKendry, Ecology Action Centre
Hope Swinimer, Hope for Wildlife
x Kathryn Morse, HRM
x Becky Parker, NatureNS
x Sylvia Craig, Nova Scotia Bird Society
Wendy McDonald, citizen naturalist
Alex MacDonald (potential member) and Brodie Badcock-Parks (potential member) Nature Canada alumni

	Text Field 43: Yes
	Combo Box 2: [Yes]
	Text Field 95: Bird Friendly Halifax operates in the district of Sipeknekatik, the traditional and unceded territory of the Mi’kmaq

Spakenoketi

	Text Field 42: Yes
	Combo Box 3: [Yes]
	Text Field 96: Council passed a motion approving city staff involvement and committed to preparing a report on how Bird Friendly Activities could be incorporated into current city works
https://www.halifax.ca/city-hall/regional-council/may-31-2022-halifax-regional-council

	Text Field 46: N/A
	Combo Box 4: []
	Combo Box 8: [In Progress]
	Text Field 97: 
	Text Field 94: 
	Text Field 45: 
	Combo Box 5: [Yes]
	Combo Box 6: [Yes]
	Text Field 99: NatureNS-hosted Facebook group https://www.facebook.com/groups/birdfriendlyhalifax

NatureNS intro blog blog and webpage https://naturens.ca/join-bird-friendly-halifax/ and https://naturens.ca/actions/birdfriendlyhalifax/

A link or connected to the HRM department of Energy and Environment is coming

	Text Field 111: Yes
	Combo Box 7: [In Progress]
	Text Field 100: 
	Text Field 112: N/A
	Text Field 41: 1
	Text Field 101:  Municipal registration and bylaw https://www.halifax.ca/home-property/animal-services/cat-ownership
Cat owner education, spay day HRM and NS movements
https://halifax.citynews.ca/local-news/education-campaign-urges-owners-to-keep-cats-inside-1748191
https://www.facebook.com/SpayDayNovaScotia/

	Text Field 40: `
	Text Field 102: Provincial trap and spay/neuter program
https://www.novascotiaspca.ca/services-care/trapneuterreturn/

Halifax trap and spay/neuter program
https://cdn.halifax.ca/sites/default/files/documents/city-hall/regional-council/170124rc1415.pdf
and https://www.facebook.com/HalifaxTNR/ 

	Text Field 39: 0
	Text Field 103: 
	Text Field 38: 1
	Text Field 104: NatureNS anti-window strike pilot project 2022, distributing and tracking residential window solutions https://www.facebook.com/NatureNS/photos/gm.1384683395285196/5189702451078147/ 
	Text Field 37: 1
	Text Field 105: NSBS citizen science project to track window strikes in the works, launching in 2023, proposal with city planning department currently. Internal proposal shared. 
	Text Field 36: 0
	Text Field 106: 
	Text Field 35: 0
	Text Field 107: 
	Text Field 34: 1
	Text Field 108: City has gradually transitioned to LEDs over time (see spreadsheet with wattage data) and in 2021 started an initiative to replace all street lights, indirectly resulting in more smart LEDs which point downward or *can* be pointed downward. Birds were not a factor in the decision to initiate the project, but likely benefit in areas where the lights are in place (at least from a sky-light perspective, protecting migrating birds, though admittedly birds nesting under the lights will not experience any benefits to this project) 

Royal Astronomical Society promotes light pollution mitigation through their events and social media: https://halifax.rasc.ca/index.php/responsible-lighting

	Text Field 33: 0
	Text Field 109: 
	Text Field 32: 0
	Text Field 1010: 
	Text Field 31: 1
	Text Field 1011: Halifax Pesticide Bylaw (1) https://novascotia.ca/nse/pests/hrmbylaw.asp

Non-essential pesticides control act 
https://nslegislature.ca/legc/bills/61st_2nd/3rd_read/b061.htm

Integrated Pest Management guide coming from HRM soon 
 
	Text Field 30: 0
	Text Field 1012: 
	Text Field 29: 1
	Text Field 1013: Nova Scotia wide Plastic Bag Ban (1) https://novascotia.ca/single-use-plastic-bag-ban/

Local business the Tare Shop is entirely plastic and package free https://thetareshop.com/
Now in Dartmouth also.
 
	Text Field 28: 1
	Text Field 1014: HRM Integrated Mobility Plan includes emphasis on active transportation growth, including bike lanes https://www.halifax.ca/about-halifax/regional-community-planning/transportation-planning 

HRM Rapid Transit Strategy builds on IMP (above) with the goal to support city growth with more effective transportation options, including bussing and ferries
https://www.shapeyourcityhalifax.ca/rapid-transit

	Text Field 12: 1
	Text Field 1015: Halifax Animal bylaw, controls off leash dogs on lands under city jurisdiction (1) https://www.halifax.ca/home-property/animal-services/dog-ownership

Province also has legislation specific to human- and pet-wildlife interactions, for provincial lands including parks system https://nslegislature.ca/legislative-business/bills-statutes

	Text Field 13: 9
	Text Field 11: 2
	Text Field 1016: Halifax recently began a new Naturalization Strategy complete with pilot plantings at city parks, was recently approved for a second year with a $15,000 budget. See https://www.halifax.ca/parks-recreation/parks-trails-gardens/naturalization and https://www.halifax.ca/city-hall/regional-council/september-13-2022-halifax-regional-council 
https://www.halifax.ca/media/76717 


The Regional Municipal Planning Strategy for Halifax defines Regional Parks (one type of municipal park) as: “The primary objective of a Regional Park is to preserve and protect significant natural or cultural resources. The essential feature of a Regional Park may include, but not be limited to, open space, wilderness, scenic beauty, flora, fauna, and recreational, archaeological, historical, cultural and/or geological resources.” 

HRM shall, through the Subdivision By-law, establish a requirement for a minimum of 10% park dedication for new subdivisions except that the dedication shall be reduced to 5% for: (a) existing residential subdivisions outside of the Interim Growth Management Area; (b) Classic Conservation Design Developments as provided for under Section 3.4.1 of this Plan; and (c) the first three lots subdivided from any parcel of land in existence on June 16, 2007

The 2014 Municipal Planning Strategy (to be updated in 2023) commits to creating or growing 5 Regional Parks: “HRM intends to create additional Regional Parks at various locations throughout HRM including the Blue Mountain - Birch Cove Lakes, Feely Lake, Jacks Lake, Second Lake, and Porters Lake.”




	Text Field 26: 0
	Text Field 1017: 

 


	Text Field 27: 1
	Text Field 1018: HalifACT plan sets targets but doesn’t have ambitious schedule or accountability/clear path to tangible actions built in https://www.halifax.ca/about-halifax/energy-environment/halifact-2050-acting-climate-together

Priority areas for continued work outlined in 2020-2021 report https://cdn.halifax.ca/sites/default/files/documents/city-hall/standing-committees/211215essc1211.pdf

HalifACT commits to continuing the naturalization program on HRM and private land started in 2019:
“Action 21: Continue the naturalization program through pilot projects, public education and awareness to support the development of a region-wide naturalization program.” The program includes removing sections of grass on select HRM parks and right-of-ways (and some voluntary private land) and replacing them with more diversity of plants including native species. 3 pilot sites have been completed and involved community participation.

HalifACT commits to increased tree planting in HRM:
“Action 22: Develop and implement a region-wide tree planting and re-greening program.”

See January 2022 HalifACT progress update presentation. These Actions are not “On Track” (subjective evaluation by HRM staff).
	Text Field 24: 1
	Text Field 1019: Halifax Urban Forest plan and tree bylaw, maintains inventory and protects trees but little by way of snag protection or habitat considerations https://www.halifax.ca/transportation/streets-sidewalks/urban-forestry NEW We do have what’s called the Cyclical Pruning Program, which regularly assesses trees for damage and only removes them if necessary, resulting in some dead habitat trees being left and ensuring that pruning happens outside the breeding season.

https://cdn.halifax.ca/sites/default/files/documents/transportation/streets-sidewalks/HALREG%201246%20UrbanForestReport_HighRes_SINGLEPAGE_Mon20_Combined.pdf

https://cdn.halifax.ca/sites/default/files/documents/transportation/streets-sidewalks/By-LawT-600.pdf

https://www.cip-icu.ca/Resources/Resources/Halifax-Regional-Municipality-HRM-Urban-Forest-M

	Text Field 25: 0
	Text Field 1020: 
	Text Field 22: 1
	Text Field 1021:  HalifACT includes tree planting goals https://www.halifax.ca/about-halifax/energy-environment/halifact-2050-acting-climate-together

Bird Friendly Halifax coalition recommendations to HRM “RedBook” design guidelines that our group is working on, for 2022

	Text Field 23: 0
	Text Field 1022: 
	Text Field 20: 1
	Text Field 1023: There are 2: Musquodoboit IBA and Eastern Shore Islands IBA.

Local stewardship groups/programs include Birds Canada’s plover monitoring volunteers https://www.birdscanada.org/bird-science/piping-plover/ and NS Nature Trust’s property Guardians program https://nsnt.ca/volunteer/property-guardians-land-stewardship/ 
	Text Field 21: 1
	Text Field 1024: Bird Friendly Halifax coalition recommendations to HRM “RedBook” design guidelines our group is working on, 2022

HRM urban tree species list: https://www.halifax.ca/transportation/streets-sidewalks/urban-forestry/species-list
	Text Field 18: 1
	Text Field 1025: Downtown Dartmouth Milkweed Project: https://www.facebook.com/groups/363559667585355/
	Text Field 19: 1
	Text Field 1026: NatureNS member clubs stewardship projects, like the youth-led YNC Nature Guardians chapter have focused on native plantings and nesting boxes https://yncns.ca/find-a-chapter/nature-guardians-program/  

Stacier lab (Dalhousie) Canada warbler stewardship project along Shearwater Flyer trail https://www.dal.ca/faculty/science/biology/faculty-staff/our-faculty/cynthia-staicer/cindy-staicer.html

Birds Canada coordinates chimney swift habitat restoration program across province https://www.birdscanada.org/birds-canada-and-partners-launch-major-new-fund-to-help-conserve-the-chimney-swift/

Birds Canada coordinates plover monitoring program in HRM https://www.birdscanada.org/download/NSPloverbackgrounder.pdf
	Text Field 9: 9
	Text Field 7: 3
	Text Field 1027: Hope for Wildlife does school visits 2x/ week focused on wildlife and biodiversity https://www.hopeforwildlife.net/

NatureNS member clubs coordinate CBC and CBC4Kids events every year, for a public audience, including BIPOC focused birding events www.naturens.ca www.yncns.ca 

Held series of events over “Bird Month” in May
https://naturens.ca/celebrate-bird-month/

DUC Wetland Centres of Excellence program in Halifax West https://wce-education.ducks.ca/index.php/en/about-the-centres 

Adventure Earth Centre
https://www.halifax.ca/parks-recreation/programs-activities/recreation-centres-your-community/adventure-earth-centres/summer-programs

Forest schools

http://www.rootsandboots.ca/

https://wildchildns.wordpress.com/

NEW: NatureNS HRM Naturalist Project engages BIPOC and new Canadian youth in natural history skills development, including birding https://naturens.ca/the-hrm-naturalist-project-growing-the-nature-network-through-bipoc-and-new-canadian-leadership-development

	Text Field 8: 
	Text Field 1028: See Above
	Text Field 5: 
	Text Field 1029: See Above (A) 
	Text Field 6: 0
	Text Field 1030: 
	Text Field 3: 1
	Text Field 1031: Nova Scotia Bird Society hosts a regular Tuesday Tip series through their social media and monitors a large Facebook group largely used to help group members identify birds they’ve seen: https://www.facebook.com/nsbirdsociety and https://www.facebook.com/groups/nsbirdsociety

NatureNS regularly shares content about the importance of native species on their socials: https://www.facebook.com/NatureNS

Frog Pond trails and signage https://www.halifax.ca/parks-recreation/parks-trails-gardens/trails/frog-pond  

Belchers Marsh trails, signage, map & brochure, and viewing tower https://www.novascotia.com/see-do/trails/belchers-marsh-park-trails/6154
Suggest this url https://www.halifaxnorthwesttrails.ca/trails/belchers-marsh-park-trails

NS Power and Museum of Natural History collaboration monitors and live-streams an osprey nest on top of a power line https://naturalhistory.novascotia.ca/ospreycam

YNC/NSBS online birding guide to Point Pleasant https://yncns.ca/halifax-xmas-bird-count-4-kids-virtual-tour-of-point-pleasant-park/
	Text Field 4: 0
	Text Field 1032: 
	Text Field 1: 1
	Text Field 1033: Frog Pond trails and signage https://www.halifax.ca/parks-recreation/parks-trails-gardens/trails/frog-pond  

Belchers Marsh trails, signage, map & brochure, and viewing tower https://www.novascotia.com/see-do/trails/belchers-marsh-park-trails/6154
	Text Field 2: 1
	Text Field 1034: Tare Shop operates plastic-free and conducts waste outreach in Halifax https://thetareshop.com/

Hope for Wildlife sells window solutions NEW link: https://www.hopeforwildlife.net/gift-shop
	Text Field 16: 0 
	Text Field 1035: TBD
	Text Field 17: 3
	Text Field 1036: NS Bird Society maintains the NS Birds Checklist https://www.nsbirdsociety.ca/library/resources/the-of-birds-of-ns and there are several eBird hotspots around HRM

There are hundreds of ebird hotspots in HRM.  Here are links to 4 of them:
Point Pleasant Park
https://ebird.org/hotspot/L367671
Hfx Public Gardens
https://ebird.org/hotspot/L276009
McNabs Island
https://ebird.org/hotspot/L1676851
Hartlen Point
https://ebird.org/hotspot/L151222

NSBS, YNC, HFN run and participate in Christmas Bird Counts every year, across HRM, the adult and kids versions, both of which are very popular and engage hundred of residents every year https://fb.watch/bs_QWGRsVv/

Birds Canada manages Marsh Monitoring and Swift Watch programs. https://www.birdscanada.org/bird-science/where-we-work/
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